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An Analysis of the Non-Historical Literature in the
Warring States Period Chu Bamboo Manuscripts

(Abstract)

Yang Bo

Warring States period Chu bamboo manuscripts are at present the earliest excavated
manuscripts in China, preserving early editions and relatively authentic shape of
writings that were passed down in transmitted sources as well as those hitherto
unknown, thus having an irreplaceable role in verifying and supplementing the
historical information, as well as the reconsideration of the variant historical narra-
tives of pre-Qin history. Due to the constraints of primary sources and the research
methodology, previous studies have so far evaluated the historical value of the Chu
bamboo manuscripts mainly from the perspectives of paleography, philology, in-
tellectual history, and history of thought; however, their historiographical value,
especially from the perspective of pre-Qin historiography, has yet to be exploited.
Based on an in-depth, scientific analysis of the Warring States Chu bamboo manu-
scripts, the present paper aims to explore issues concerning the study of sources of
ancient history.

Building on the widely accepted division of ancient writing, a taxonomic anal-
ysis of historical sources is conducted to identify the principles for assessing the
historical value of the Chu bamboo manuscripts. From the perspective of the pre-
Qin historiography, the writings of the “Six Classics” (liuyi 7N2%), “Masters” (zhuzi
5 T), “Numeracy and Arts” (shushu fii#0), and “Recipes and Techniques” (fangji
J74%) should all belong to the category of historical sources, hence their historical
value can be examined. According to their nature and date of composition, the present
study divides these writings into five categories and discusses their historical value by
differentiating between contemporaneous and retrospective records.

Keywords:  Warring States period Chu bamboo manuscripts  bamboo slips
non-historical literature = nature of the literature  historical value
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