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ANNOUNCEMENT

THE 8TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN
EVOLUTIONARY LINGUISTICS (CIEL-8) 

Bloomington Campus of Indiana University, USA, August 14-16, 2016 
http://www.indiana.edu/~brainevo/CIEL8/ 

We are pleased to announce the 8th International Conference in 
Evolutionary Linguistics (CIEL-8), which will be held August 14-16, 2016 
at the Bloomington Campus of Indiana University, United States. 

According to the latest information provided by Professor Schoenemann 
of Indiana University, CIEL8 has already confirmed the following 
impressive list of plenary speakers.  More may be added.  Readers are 
invited to visit http://www.indiana.edu/~brainevo/CIEL8/ for the latest 
developments.

     CHRISTIANSEN, Morten H., Cornell University. 
     KONG, Jiangping, 孔江平, Peking University. 
     LUPYAN, Gary, University of Wisconsin. 
     WANG, William Shiyuan, 王士元, Hong Kong PolytechnicUniversity. 
     WU, Yicheng, 吴义诚, Zhejiang University. 
     ZUBERBUHLER, Klaus, University of St. Andrews. 

Registration will begin in the Spring (date to be announced shortly). 
Previous CIEL conferences have been held in Guangzhou, Tianjin, 
Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong, Xiamen, and last year again in Tianjin, 
and have consolidated a platform for international interdisciplinary 
exchange on evolutionary linguistics, and have promoted and nurtured the 
development of this field of research.
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account of the possible ranges of verb meaning and the 
semantic-to-morphosyntactic sequencing of Mandarin motion verbs. 
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1. BACKGROUND 
Motion is one of the fundamental domains in human experience. 

Important works on motion include: conceptual structure (Langacker 
1987), event structure (Jackendoff 1993), typological classification 
(Talmy 1985, Slobin 2004, Peyraube 2006), lexicalization patterns (Talmy 
2000), and scalar structure (Rappaport Hovav and Levin 2010). One of 
the core issues concerned in these studies is: what are the lexical semantic 
components that may be syntactically relevant in depicting motion? 

1.1 Previous Concerns 
There are two different approaches to this question. Studies on 

lexicalization patterns (e.g., Talmy 2000) and semantics-to-syntax 
alternations (e.g., Rappaport Hovav and Levin 2010) probe into the 
semantic components lexicalized in verbs of motion. On the other hand, 
studies on semantic frames (cf. Fillmore and Atkins 1992) attempt to 
identify frame-specific elements coexisting in a motion event. In search of 
motion-related lexical components, Talmy (2000, 1985) proposed that a 
motion involves: an object (Figure) moves to a location (Ground) along a 
path (Path) with the motional act (Move), specified by the way the Figure 
moves (Manner). These components may be lexicalized in different ways: 

(1) a. English: (Talmy 2000:28) 
The rock slid down the hill. 
[Figure] [Move+Manner] [Path] [Ground] 

b. Spanish: (Talmy 1985:69) 
La botella entró en la cueva (flotando). 
[Figure] [Move+Path]  [Ground] [Manner] 
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Indiana University is honored to be the first to host CIEL outside of 
China. The campus in Bloomington is one the most beautiful in the 
United States, and provides state-of-the-art facilities. The University has 
an extraordinarily rich and interdisciplinary intellectual environment, 
including one of the top cognitive science programs in the world. 
Bloomington itself is a vibrant and accessible town in the Midwestern 
region of the United States. It has the conveniences of a larger city, and is 
nestled within pristine natural environments that include nearby forests 
and the largest lake in Indiana, Lake Monroe. We look forward to a 
outstanding and enriching experience, and invite all scholars interested in 
language and evolution to attend. 




