Contents

Preface and Acknowledgments

ntroduction

.1 Sound change

.2 Major hypotheses

.3 Efforts devoted to solve the controversy

.4 The existing problems

.5 The necessity of using numerical methods in the study
of sound change

1
1
]
1
]
1

2 Gradualness and Abruptness
2.1 The Phonetic Parameter
2.2 The Lexical Parameter
2.3 The Social Parameter

3 Age, Time, and Their Correlation
3.1 The Importance of Time in the Study of Sound Change
3.2 Getting Time from no Time?
3.3 The Critical-age Hypothesis
3.4 The Problems
3.5 Linguistic Age and Calendar Age

4 Two Cases of Phonological Merger
4.1 The preparation for a phonological test
4.2 Shanghai /3/ and /3/ merger
4.3 Wenzhou /¢/ and /gy/ merger
4.4 Some Preliminary Tabulations and Observations
of the Data

5 Sound Change as the Diffusion of an Innovation
5.1 Diffusion Process of Sound Change
5.2 The S-shaped Diffusion Curve
5.3 Applicationsof S-curve

vii

107
107

110



Contents

5.4 Quantitative Modeling
5.5 The Curve Fitting .

5.6 Results of Curve-fitting
5.7 Discussions

6 Sound Change at Popelation Level
and its Mechanism

1 How to Understand the Numbers

2 What Do the Differences Mean?

3 The Bootstrap Procedure

4 The Estimation of Pseudo Parameters

5  Discussions and Summary

ifferences among Individuals during
Sound Change

7.1 Two Leamning Models during a Sound Change
7.2 A Probability Model

7.3 The Probabilities

7.4 Summary

6.
6.
6.
6.
6.
D
a

8 Conclusion

Towards a Theory of Dynamic Diffusion
The Findings

Lexical Irregularity and Lexical Diffusion
Lexical Irregularity and Lexical Regularity

% 00 00 0O
rWN~

References
Appendices

187



	007
	008

