ABSTRACT

This thesis is an analytical and functional description of a number of important
aspects of Chaoshan grammar which include core grammatical structures as well as
constructions known to diverge from other Sinitic languages, particularly the official
language of China, Putonghua. The Chaoshan dialect refers collectively to a group of
mutually intelligible sub-dialects spoken in the coastal Chaoshan or Chaozhou region
in eastern Guangdong province, PRC. The Chaoshan dialect belongs to the Southern
Min branch of the Min dialect group, which is among the most conservative dialect
groupings in China, retaining many archaic linguistic features.

The thesis includes eleven chapters. Chapter 1, the introduction, presents
demographic and ethnographic information about the Chaoshan dialect group of
which the Jieyang dialect is an integral part. Chapter 2 describes the phonological
system of the Jieyang dialect, including a brief description of one of the most salient
phonological features in the Chaoshan dialects, tone sandhi. Chapter 3 covers three
derivational processes in the Jieyang dialect: affixation, reduplication and
compounding. In Chapter 4, I discuss personal pronouns, reflexives and nominal
demonstratives. Chapter 5 deals with three topics involving the noun phrase: numeral
classifiers, possessive structures and relative clauses. Like other Sinitic languages,
the Jieyang dialect has a very rich aspectual system, which is covered in detail in
Chapter 6. Chapter 7 describes a set of constructions, collectively called ‘the
pretransitive construction’, which are similar but not identical to the much studied
BA-construction in Mandarin. The pretransitive construction is salient because of
several syntactic and semantic features which differ from those of a canonical SVO
sentence. In Chapter 8, I discuss three constructions with similar morphosyntax, ‘the
x3£77 11 constructions’, two of which encode passive meanings while the third one
marks overt unaccusativity. Chapter 9 deals with negation, which is an area where
many features dating back to Old Chinese are preserved. Chapter 10 describes
interrogative constructions, which show close connection with negation. Finally,
Chapter 11 explores the constructions of comparison which are also one of the areas
where greater divergence is found between the more conservative dialects such as
Chaoshan dialect and the more modern dialects such as Mandarin.
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