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‘UGFN 1000 In Dialogue with Nature’ is a compulsory general education foundation course for undergraduates
in The Chinese University of Hong Kong. It requires students to read excerpts from selected science classics.
Students without basic science knowledge often reported to have difficulties in understanding the texts on their
own. In response to the needs of students, DiaNable, a mobile learning app, was designed and launched.
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Level | focuses on basic understanding of the excerpt such as its

companion for students and aims to structure and its main themes

achieve the following outcomes: Level 2 requires students to digest the ideas and concepts in the

In Dialogue with Nature
UGFN1000 excerpt thoroughly.
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They have great influence on modem

are included in the DiaNable app.

They help us to understand the ancient
Greek approach to science.
They help us to understand the ancient
O Chinese approach to science.
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' Origins of Some Chinese Scientific
Words (Para. 2-3)

2. What idea(s) did Yin evoke?
(1) Cold
(2) Spring
(3) Maleness

(1) only

(3) only

© (1)and(2)

Wrong! See answer highlighted.
Read Para. 26.

2. Which of the following order of Five-Element
is the least important?

(2) and (3)
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They operate in a wave-like succession.
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students’ interest in reading the texts.

FOCUS Group E Solely reading the texts is boring. With DiaNable, | have some

questions to attempt, the learning experience is more ‘tangible’.”

“I won’t pull out the UGFN textbook in public transport. But with
E DiaNable, | can attempt the questions and see if | actually understand

“| thought | understood the content of Poincare’s text thoroughly.
the content. It showed the paragraph number when | answered the E 8 gnty

But when | attempted the self-evaluation questions, | found that |

uestion incorrectly. | can then read it again; this saves time and is
1 4 . did not totally get the details of the texts.”

convenient.”
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