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Abstract

The Occupy Central ( Umbrella Movement ) that broke out on
September 28, 2014 involved more than a million people fighting for
universal suffrage through non-violent civil disobedience in Hong Kong. The
movement lasted 79 days with no substantial response from the government
regarding the demand for political reform. The movement was then split by
different ideas regarding goals, strategies, organizational structure, negotiation
with government, and timing for retreat. Eventually, the student leaders under
apparent pressure from the more radical forces, decided to escalate the
movement by storming the government headquarter. The action was not
supported by the public and resulted in a number of casualties, which
triggered the clearance of the occupation by the government. Even though the
movement had enlightened a generation of young people, many of whom
regarded it as a complete failure. The post-Umbrella Hong Kong was very
depressed and people witnessed the emergence of three social trends. First,
the development of “localism” has spread ideas such as “Hong Kong people
come first”, “self-governing city-state” and “Hong Kong nation” or even
“Hong Kong independence”. Many youngsters believe that the arrangement

of “One Country Two System” cannot accommodate democracy and thus
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necessitate a fight for “self-determination” or even sovereignty of Hong
Kong. Second, radicalism spurs in many who believe that the non-violent
strategy of the old democracy movement is proven too weak when
confronting the Communist regime of China, and advocate a more militant
tactic such as the 2016 Chinese New Year riot dubbed by the media as the
“Fishball Revolution”. Third, cynicism, a sense of powerlessness, prevails
among the middle class. Has “One Country Two System” a future? What will
these three trends lead to? The answers depend very much on whether
Beijing will continue its “interventionist policy” towards Hong Kong since
2003.

Keywords: Hong Kong, Umbrella Movement, One Country Two Systems, Localism
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