The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Department of Sociology
Semester A, 2020/21

SOCI15631 CONTEMPORARY CHINESE SOCIETY
(Tentative Course Outline)

Venue: SB LT2 Time: Thu 18:30-21:30

Professor: Chan King Chi, Chris (FR%§2%) Email:kccchan@cuhk.edu.hk

Office: Sino Building 425; Tel.: 39436607)
Teaching Assistant: TBC

*ONLINE teaching will be adopted.

Course Introduction

The course will discuss the impetus of institutional change in contemporary China (1949 -)
and its impacts on social and political lives of Chinese people. Key social science concepts
such as ideology, socialism, marketization, patron-clientelism, social control, civil society,
industrialization, urbanization, class formation, social inequality, gender, family and special
terms such as guanxi, danwei, hukou, floating population, three-represents, harmonious
society, China’s dream. etc. will be introduced.

Learning Outcomes

1. Students should be able to understand the social science perspective used in this course to
comprehend the main aspects of social change in contemporary China. They should be
familiar with the key concepts and theories adopted from sociology and other social science
disciplines in the analysis.

2. Students are expected to grasp the basic knowledge about China's major institutions such
as socialist market economy, party-state politics, stratification and family etc.

3. Besides general knowledge, students are encouraged to focus on a special topic through
their writing assignment such as the dilemmas between economic development and social
equality, democracy and developmental state, traditional culture and modernization etc.

4. Grades will be given according to the following descriptors:

Grade  Descriptors

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.
A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.
B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning

outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in
overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.
D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.



F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes,
OR failure to meet specified assessment requirement.

Course Requirements

Essay. 50% Students should write an essay (about 2500 words, excluding bibliography) based
on a topic suggested by the lecturer. The lecture will suggest a list of topics for students to
choose.

News Analysis. 50%. Students should write a short article (in Chinese or English) analyzing
a current news about China (about 2500 words, excluding bibliography and appendix). Only a
brief description of the news is needed, as newspaper clippings are required to be attached to
the article. The article should aim at explaining the causes/implications of the
incident/policy/social pheonomenon reported in the news.

For both the essay and news analysis, students can choose to write in Chinese or English.
They are expected to apply concepts or theories learned from this course and refer to relevant
academic literature.

Deadline of submission: thbc

Please state clearly the programme name, course code, course name, teacher’s name,
student’s full name in English and Chinese, student ID, and date on the first page of your
assignment, and attach the signed receipt from VeriGuide with your assignment.

* Plagiarism is subject to penalties. Please pay attention to the guideline for academic honesty
and citation by Sociology Department (www.cuhk.edu.hk/soc/citation.pdf) and the University
(www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/)

Class Schedule
*Essential reading

1/ A concise history of contemporary China
*[EIEER (2016) “fe(EHaE P EIEERACPE, AR - g (EREnEa: A Lsid
ElttEr) E& POCREMAGE: 1-831H -

*FRESTE (Andrew Walder) (1999) “1949 FibjE FHEEME TRV G EE, RE
B~ MhasRdm (UERE R g ) &5 AR 13-34K -

Hui, Elaine Sio-ieng (2017) Putting the Chinese State in its Place: A March from Passive
Revolution to Hegemony, Journal of Contemporary Asia, 47(1): 66-92.

Saich, Tony (2004) Governance and Politics in China (Chapter 3 and 4) NY: Palgrave
MacMillan: 34-107.

So, Alvin and Chu, Yin-Wah (2016) “Part I: The Chinese Development Miracle” The Global
Rise of China. Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 29-114


http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/soc/citation.pdf
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

Tsou, Tang (1986) “Reflections on the Formation and Foundations of the Communist Party-
State in China,” The Cultural Revolution and Post-Mao China Reforms, Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press: 259-267.

2/ Marxism, Maoism and ideology
*BRAAE (1992) (B=BEERW®)Y) &6 BH UEL AR, 33-788

* Aron, Raymond. (1968) "Karl Marx"”, Main Currents in Sociological Thought I
Harmondsworth: Penguin

*Schwartz, Benjamin 1. (1979) Chinese Communism and the Rise of Mao, Cambridge:
Harvard University Press: 7-27; 189-204.

Feher, Ference, Heller, A. and y Markus, G. (1983) "ldeology, Dogma, Culture", Dictatorship
over Needs, Oxford: Basil Blackwell: 187-204.

Lovell, Julia (2019) “What is Maoism?” Maoism: a global history, London: Penguin Random
House: 25-59.

Thompson, John B. (1990) "The Concept of Ideology"”, Ideology and Modern Culture,
Stanford: Stanford University Press: 28-73.

3/ Ideological struggles and economic foundations
*Edn ~ B (2016) < HEIRVAORELEUARSH] > FRIER - AR CERERIVEAL: IR
{bEArpEI L&) B ORI 31-76H -

* FELHZR  (2003) “rPERECEBILURBCA Y E FIRELRSFIR - RokEse b H g 1%
B (CERTERZE) Issue 2, MCS

*Pye, Lucian W. (1986) “On Chinese Pragmatism in the 1980s” China Quarterly, June, No.
106: 207-234

FFACFR (1997) “BIAP RV E B EZ ML, (C—1M4g) 85 - 48421 27-35H -

Ho, Wing-Chung (2013) “The New ‘Comprador Class’: the re-emergence of bureaucratic
capitalists in post-Deng China,” Journal of Contemporary China, 22 (83): 812-82

Nathan, Andrew J. (1990) "A Factionalism Model for CCP Politics", China's Crisis, New
York: Columbia University Press: 23-37.

Whyte, Martin King. (1989) "Who Hates Bureaucracy?" Remaking the Economic Institutions
of Socialism: China and Eastern Europe. Victor Nee and David Stark edited, Stanford:
Stanford University Press: 233-254.

Online materials:

% Eﬁ: EF‘ r%ﬁ@ EE[SE%J /, %Eﬁ /}[,EJ E]/jlu\ u;ﬁijz



https://thestandnews.com/china/ o B-r F FH 7 2= - B1-387 /o k- 1Y R AE Gk

FEEC AR "R R ER BRI R R R ?
https://newbloommag.net/2016/03/03/chinese-new-left-zh/

4/ Political economy of rural life

*FHE (2016) “EEATRTRE", BRIEES - fEEESR CHREnyiay: A LB p Rt E) T f
SCRER R 77-106H -

e (2014) “FEmRURN R, LEH - EEEE (PRI E: B - el
fig) & ORI 103-132H .,

He, Shenjing and Xue, Desheng (2014) “Identity Building and Communal Resistance against
Landgrabs in Wukan Village, China”. Current Anthropology, 55, Supplement 9: 129-137.

Madsen, Richard (1984) Morality and Power in a Chinese Village, Berkeley: University
of California Press: 257-264.

HimE (2000) ( EUMEAYTEL: —(EREEMNEVERREEE) BE 0 BEX
SR

RERE - BBk (2004) (PEIRERME) 05T ARG,

5/ Political economy of urban life

* Walder, Andrew G. (1986) Communist Neo-Traditionalism: Work and Authority in
Chinese Industry, Berkeley: University of California Press: 1-27 ¢ 52hk (vt &my
ESEER) & 4ERE TR, 1996, F—F.

*5E MG ~ SHIEETT (2016) “Bk i LR B R T PR RS - $EFE4R  CERERAyEAL: IRAUL
R thE) T POCRE R 107-134K -

*TE  (2014) “FREGIERYEE R G [SRHyfTZe Bl Fy”  waR EHN. EHE &
(P 11 - & - EZeids) &8 0 POOREMARE: 7321028 -

Chan, Kam Ming and Li, Zhang (1999) “The Hukou System and Rural Urban Migration in
China: processes and changes.” China Quarterly 160: 818-55.

Davis, Deborah (1995) “Part I, Introduction: Urban China,” in Deborah Davis, Richard Kraus,
Barry Naughton, & Elizabeth Perry (ed.) Urban Spaces in Contemporary China, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Davis, Deborah (2000) “Introduction: A Revolution in Consumption” The Consumer
Revolution in Urban China, Berkeley: University of California Press.



Lee, Ching Kwan (1999) ‘From organized dependence to disorganized despotism: changing
labour regimes in Chinese factories.” China Quarterly, 147: 44-77.

6/ Labor and class formation

* BE, (2012). 55T - AR B R EEGA TR PR EEZE. © (28t E
E2H[) . 5550 HA. 165 - 204.

* Pun, Ngai and Lu, Hui Lin (2010) Unfinished proletarianization: Self, anger and class
action of the second generation of peasant-workers in reform China. Modern China
36(September): 493-5109.

* Lee, Ching Kwan (2007) Against the Law: Labor Protests in China’s Rustbelt and Sunbelt.
Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapter 1

Chen, Feng (2003). ‘Between the state and labour: The conflict of Chinese trade unions'
double identity in market reform.” The China Quarterly, 176:1006-1028.

Chen, Feng and Tang, Mengxiao (2013) "Labor Conflicts in China: Typologies and Their
Implications”, Asian Survey, No. 3 (March): 559-583.

Lee, Ching Kwan ( 2016). "Precarization or Empowerment? Reflections on Recent Labor
Unrest in China," Journal of Asian Studies, 75(2): 317-333.

Pun, Ngai & Chan, Chris K.C. (2008). The Subsumption of Class Discourse in China.
Boundary 2. 35(2). 75 - 91.

Online materials:
REBLELR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=démZ4mo9PVvE

— TR ERS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NLNi-94Cqg0

AYIEE T AP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWMu MIDgNI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXNBfeulOmqg

7/ Environmental governance and resistance

*RE<TEENARBRENENTE> EE - ZEEE [TEE: 85 - HrEn
i) (B BETSORE LR, 2014) 231-254 5

* Johnson, Thomas (2010) Environmentalism and NIMBYism in China: promoting a rules-
based approach to public participation, Environmental Politics, 19(3): 430-448.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNLNi-94Cg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWMu_MIDqNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXNBfeu1Omg

*Ho, Peter. "Greening without conflict? Environmentalism, NGOs and civil society in
China." Development and Change32, no. 5 (2001): 893-921.

Bina, Olivia (2010) " Environmental Governance in China: Weakness and Potential from an
Environmental Policy Integration Perspective”, China Review, 10: 207-239.

Lu, Jian & Chan, Chris King Chi (2016). Collective ldentity, Framing, and Mobilization of
Environmental Protest in Urban China: A Case Study of Qidong’s Protest. China: an
international journal. 14(2): 102 - 122.

Zabielskis, Peter “Environmental Problems in China: Issues and Prospects” Zhidong Hao &
Sheying Chen edited Social Issues in China (NY: Springer, 2014) Pp.257-280.

Wu, Fengshi. “Environmental Activism in Provincial China” Journal of Environmental
Policy & Planning. 2013, 15:1, 89-108.

Steinhardt, H. Christoph, and Wu, Feng Shi (2016) "In the name of the public: environmental
protest and the changing landscape of popular contention in China." The China Journal 75
(1): 61-82.

Online materials:
SEBEAS C SEZT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQijBcONMIQ

8/ Gender, marriage and family

*TEE > FREEE(2016) “RILE ¢ PEETARENEE - SRR EER (R
AUEERY - SRAEE Rt &) B - BB CSOREBE LA, 243 £ 264 & -

* i IMEE (1999) “HHER R EERFZEAY S R BT EOREERE - MRS (R TR
) FE: 4EH AR, 192-208F -

* WIS (2014) “E IR0 o ISR R A S (TEL dhe
U SRR TR | AT, E16776 196 -

Davis, Deborah & Stevan Harrell, “Introduction: The Impact of Post-Mao Reforms on Family
Life”, Chinese Families in the Post-Mao Era, Berkeley: University of California Press: 1-24.

Fincher, Leta Hong (2014) Leftover Women: The Resurgence of Gender Inequality in China.
Chicago: Chicago University Press. (chapterl). 3¢ 4 SChi: PREEE ( Hr B2 - ML 1R B
W& o Bc A ERIRE ek ) Frdbr: JUESL, 2015, 5—% -

Whyte, Martin King (2005) “Continuity and Change in Urban Chinese Family Life”, China
Journal, 53: 9-33.

9/ Civil Society and state-society relations


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQijBcQNMIQ

* BRIEES (2016) “tLEEZe Bl N R g, BRI ~ $EEEds  CHRERAVEAY: Bl
tHE) T FARPOCREHM: 167-188 H -

* Chan, Kin-man (2013) “The rise of civil society in China,” in Eric Florence & Pierre
Defraigne edited Towards a New Development Paradigm in Twenty-First Century China, NY:
Routledge: 179-202.

*Fu, Diana and Distelhorst, Greg (2017) “Grassroots Participation and Repression under Hu
Jintao and Xi Jinping”, The China Journal. Available at SSRN:
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3003614

Latham, Kevin. (2013) “New Media and Subjectivity in China: Problematizing the Public
Sphere”, in Eric Florence & Pierre Defraigne edited Towards a New Development Paradigm
in Twenty-First Century China, NY: Routledge: 203-218.

Tang, Wen Fang (2016) Populist Authoritarianism: Chinese Political Cultural and Regime
Sustainability. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Chapter2.

White, Gordon, Howell, Jude and Shang, Xiao Yuan (1996) In Search of Civil Society:
Market Reform and Social Change in Contemporary China, Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Chapter 1

Unger, Johnathan and Chan, Anita (1995) China, corporatism and the East Asian Model, The
Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs, 33: 29-53.

10/ Modernization and China’s future

* Kiely, Ray (2010) Dependency and World-Systems Perspectives on Development DOI:
10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.142

*Ringen, Stein (2016) The Perfect Dictatorship: China in the 21% Century. NY: Columbia
University Press, 2016 Ch. 1, 4, 5.

BR&AZE (2018) “ABEBIREEARES | BrBERORBUR. 7 (Z1+—tt4) 5 167 H
49-66

Rosen, Stanley (1990) "Chapter 12: The Impact of Reform Policies on Youth Attitudes”, in
Chinese Society on the Eve of Tiananmen: The Impact of Reform edited by Deborah Davis
and Ezra F. Vogel, Cambridge: Harvard University Press: 283-305.

Zhao, Suisheng (2010) “The China Model: can it replace the Western model of
modernization?” Journal of Contemporary China, 19( 65): 419-436

Online materials:

By L R A RESI T GEEEATIFL, https://www.inmediahk.net/node/1040260

FAgk | FESHEBEX (HFRTTAE ) ] AR



https://ssrn.com/abstract=3003614
https://www.inmediahk.net/node/1040260

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s? biz=MzAwWNjU5NjYWNQ==&mid=402173722&idx=1&sn=0
2ded572e4cc00902a7475cfb9ac1856&scene=21#wechat redirect

TZRE: IBEEXHNENENEAYISEF—EFAH. BFH. ABRAER
http://www.wyzxwk.com/Article/shehui/2016/02/358935.html

Eric Li “A Tale of Two Political Systems”
https://www.ted.com/talks/eric_x_li_a tale_of two_political _systems#t-854566

Yasheng Huang “Does Democracy Stifle Economic Growth”
https://www.ted.com/talks/yasheng_huang#t-1112421

11/ China and the world

*Mertha, Andrew (2009) “ ‘Fragmented Authoritarianism 2.0’: Political Pluralization in the
Chinese Policy Process” China Quarterly, 200: 995-1012.

*Shambaugh, David (2008) China’s Communist Party: Atrophy and Adaption. Berkeley:
University of California Press: 23-40; 103-182.

*Starrs, Sean Kenji (2018) “Can China Unmake the American Making of Global
Capitalism?” in Leo Panitch and Greg Albo, eds. Socialist Register 2019: A World Turned
Upside Down? London: Merlin Press; New York: Monthly Review Press.

Lee, Ching Kwan (2014) “The Spectre of Global China”, New Left Review, 89: 29-65
Jacques, Martin (2012) When China Rules the World. London: Penguin Books. Chapter 1.

So, Alvin and Chu, Yin-Wah (2016) The Global Rise of China. Cambridge: Polity Press,
Chapter 5.

Apart from the above regular lectures, guest speakers will be invited to give talks to
students; visits to NGOs working on social issues in China will be arranged if possible.

Major references

PREEES ~ #H%E 45 (2016)  ERERAVEEAY: AL E) &4 @ FoORBEH R
Perry, Elizabeth J., and Selden, Mark (2003) Chinese Society: Change, Conflict and
Resistance. New York: Routledge. [ #4 : ZEEHHAM. EHEE 45 (2014) (FEH.
w o EZREhLE) B POORE AR

Academic Journals and Online Resources:

The China Quarterly, China Journal, Modern China, The China Review
(Z+—t4d) - (B ) > (HEEgEiRse)
5SS A 7% 50 Universities Service Center for China Studies:


https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzAwNjU5NjYwNQ==&mid=402173722&idx=1&sn=02ded572e4cc00902a7475cfb9ac1856&scene=21#wechat_redirect
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzAwNjU5NjYwNQ==&mid=402173722&idx=1&sn=02ded572e4cc00902a7475cfb9ac1856&scene=21#wechat_redirect
http://www.wyzxwk.com/Article/shehui/2016/02/358935.html

http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/home

i B 1 2 &5 4 Resources on Contemporary Chinese Society:

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/soc/socionexus/resources/chisoc/f-chisoc.htm



http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/home
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/soc/socionexus/resources/chisoc/f-chisoc.htm

