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United College Ming De Scholarship

The Scholarship, in the amount of HK$50,000, was established by the College to honour a final-year UC Student for having
achieved academic excellence, manifested leadership ability as well as performed outstanding services to the College and the
Community at large during his/her tenure at the University. The recipient will additionally be honoured with a public citation at the
College’s Anniversary Ceremony and a permanent record of his/her accomplishments will be kept in the College archives.
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Miss Gao Yuguang
Recipient of United College Ming De Scholarship
A Citation

Miss Gao Yuguang graduated in June 2011 with a First-Class Honours degree in the Bachelor of Engineering, majoring in
Electronic Engineering with minoring in Mathematics. She achieved excellent academic performance throughout her
undergraduate study, and was ranked top in many technical courses. Yuguang has been awarded a number of honours,
including Pang Ching Cheung Scholarship, Beacon College Richard Engineering Scholarship, College Head's List, and
Engineering Faculty Dean’s List. In her junior year, she studied at the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign as an exchange
student, and received A+ for the majority of courses she took there. While there, she conducted a research project on image
compression.

In her final year project, Yuguang fully showed her talent, potential and spirit for the academy: she was earnest, motivated, and
active in innovative, systematic and critical thinking; moreover, she was enthusiastic about the research topics she was working
on. As an undergraduate student, she challenged herself, when doing her thesis research about image resolution, by exploring
irregular self-similarities via image-signature-dictionary learning and low-rank matrix approximation, problems which were
extremely challenging both in theoretical analysis and implementation and which had not been approached by graduate students
in relevant areas. She did extensive experimental comparison of multiple state-of-the-art approaches and significantly improved
them in innovative ways. She was determined to devote herself to research. Upon her graduation she went on to pursue her PhD
degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering at Cornell University with a Cornell Fellowship.

Besides academic studies, Yuguang also participated in various extra-curricular activities and social services. She joined the Mr
Fung Sun Kwan Whole Person Development Award Programme of United College, and she acted as a Student Representative
on the United College Distinguished Visiting Scholar Committee for two terms. In 2009, she joined a team of Young Leaders
Programme organized by The Global Institute for Tomorrow (GIFT) to visit the rural areas around New Delhi, India. The team
proposed a plan of Business Processing Outsourcing (BPO) to enhance local people’s income and quality of life, based on the
local economic situations. The plan was eventually accepted and executed by a local company “Drishtee.” When she was in
lllinois in 2009-2010, Yuguang did voluntary work of arranging and recycling donations at Habitat “Restore” of Humanity of
Champaign County every week. The profit from the sold products was used to build shelters for the low-income families to ensure
reasonable living conditions for them. Yuguang has shown a strong sense of social responsibility in the past and she is ready to
continue to contribute to society in the future.

All in all, Yuguang is a diligent, pleasant, obliging and polite student, with outstanding performance in academic and social
aspects that befits the spirit of United College.

This citation is written by Professor Cham Wai Kuen, Professor Chan Kam Tai and Professor Wang Xiaogang



