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Committed to Sustaining a Green Campus at the Chinese University

mêçÑK=hK=jK=`Ü~å

`Ü~áêã~å=çÑ=íÜÉ=råáîÉêëáíó

píÉÉêáåÖ=`çããáííÉÉ

çå=båîáêçåãÉåí

This report provides evidence of the different aspects of im-
proving environmental quality of the university campus for sus-
tainable development. From slope improvement to conserva-
tion of flora and fauna, from waste reduction to recycling, from
cleaning up the air we breathe to energy saving, from convey-
ing the green message in various campus activities to environ-
mental education, we are committed to sustaining a Green Cam-
pus at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Besides, the re-
port is also aimed at stimulating thinking on how to improve
our environmental quality on campus among staff and students.

The number of students has expanded significantly in the past
decade, new buildings are being or will be built in a very limited
space on campus to cope with the development. We have tried
our best to keep all valuable natural habitats when making our
infrastructure improvement projects to enhance our teaching
and research capabilities. Daily works are essential to improv-
ing the environmental quality of campus, recycling is one of
the major jobs which requires actions to be taken by all sectors
of the University. In addition, balancing energy efficiency and
indoor air quality is also a major task. We certainly hope that
the existing high standards could be maintained and the envi-
ronmental gains once made will not lose, we are looking for-
ward to raising our standards and commitments to sustaining
a greener campus of the Chinese University for the many years
to come.
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

The Chinese University of Hong Kong seeks continually to im-
prove the environmental quality of the campus to provide a
congenial environment for teaching, learning and scholastic
activities.

The University is committed to ensuring that all activities run
by the University are conducted in an environmentally respon-
sible manner and has adopted the following guidelines in pur-
suance of this commitment:

• We endeavour to build a clean and green campus congenial
to the fulfillment of the purposes of the University;

• We seek to comply with all applicable environmental
legislation, standards and regulations;

• We avoid, reduce or control environmental pollution arising
from our activities and to require our contractors to adopt
and implement similar environmental measures;

• We seek continual improvement in the efficient use of energy
and other natural resources;

• We raise environmental awareness among staff and students
and set the University as a model in environmental education
and environmental management;

• We ensure good management practices by reviewing them
regularly and ensure that they are tuned to the changing in-
ternal and external circumstances.
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Blessed with a beautiful scene at the southwest shore of Tolo
Harbour, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), lying
on a spacious 134-hectare campus with some 110 state-of-
the-art buildings, is located next to Tai Po Kau Natural Reserve,
surrounded by six wonderful country parks in the New
Territories. There are two natural watercourses in the campus,
going into the Tolo Harbour via the peaceful Weiyuan Lake.
With the recent rapid development in the HKSAR, the campus
has been facing the threat from land reclamation and campus
activities such as slope stability improvement projects, reno-
vation works, construction of new hostels and teaching build-
ings in the past few years. To preserve this unique campus
environment is one of the important tasks in our daily activities.

In association with the campus development on the natural ter-
rain from 1960’s to 2000’s, about 300 man-made slopes were
formed hitherto. Pursuant to the government’s statutory
requirements, all these slopes should comply with current stan-
dard which leads to substantial stabilization improvement works
since 1997. To keep the campus green, the Campus Develop-
ment Office (CDO) spends much effort in preserving nature
trees and rare species with a view to maximizing green cover-
age on slopes. Depending on the nature of slopes, different
greening technologies (which categorize as soft and hard
landscaping) will be implemented. For soft landscaping, meth-
ods to be used will include (i) hydro-seeding (or spraying grass
seeds) with control mat to prevent soil erosion and protect seeds
from birds, (ii) bio-engineering technology by transplanting

Making A Greener Campus

long-root vegetation on steep slopes, (iii) laying of engineering
fibre soil, and (iv) hydro-mulching by spraying of sticky rein-
forcing material with organic peat and grass seeds. On the other
hand, hard landscaping is mainly used to provide hard surface
for avoiding surface erosion. To reach this end, stone pitching
or shotcreting with installation of planter holes will be adopted.
To enhance the growth of vegetation, toe or berm planters will
also be used. By applying these technologies, the University
environment will be benefited both from campus greening and
slope protection.

In the CUHK campus, there are many rare native plant species
such as Red Pine, Banyan, Blue Lotus, White Orchid Tree, Sweet
Gum, etc. Some of them are the residents in the University
growing more than 50 years and become the “landmark” of
CUHK. For example, the old fucus tree grows beside the Ad-
ministration Building(see the cover page) with high leave den-
sity and its crown acts like an umbrella to provide a shading
area during hot summer. To protect the plants, Estates Man-
agement Office (EMO) drafted the “Green Planting Policy” in
2002, stating the commitments and objectives of protecting
the plant species and listing the protected species and criteria
of protection. Last year, the Landscaping Section of EMO planted
430 trees, 11,606 shrubs, 6,487 flower plants, 3,899 ground
cover and 2,826m2 of grass to increase the greenery of campus.
In addition, attempt was also made by the CDO with the Kadoorie
Farm to study the feasibility of planting native species to en-
hance biodiversity in campus.

Apart from protecting the plant species, the University also
makes an effort on the protection of animal species. In the sum-
mer of 2002, the Estates Management Office (EMO) carried
our repair and repainting of the external wall of the University
Library which is one of the biggest swift nesting sites in Hong
Kong. During the works, the EMO not only paid attention to the
public safety of the pedestrians but also minimised the distur-
bance of the works to the swifts, their chicks and nests. The
project manager eliminated the hazards for the pedestrians by
fencing the site properly instead of adopting commonly used
“green net” to cover the whole bamboo scaffolding which hin-
dered the in-out of the adult swifts to the nests to take care of
the chicks. Besides, all workers were instructed not to touch
and cause vibration to the nests. An experienced bird watcher
was hired to monitor the repair work with care for the living of
the swifts. To further increase the bird species and population
in campus, it is planned that the University will co-operate with
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) to conduct a com-
prehensive bird survey to study the population and species in
the campus as a benchmarking for future planning.
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c~ãáäó pÅáÉåíáÑáÅ=k~ãÉ båÖäáëÜ=k~ãÉ `ÜáåÉëÉ=k~ãÉ

� �� �� �� 

`óÅ~Ç~ÅÉ~É NK=`óÅ~ë=êÉîçäìí~ p~Öç=m~äã ��

dáåâÖç~ÅÉ~É OK=dáåâÖç=ÄáäçÄ~ j~áÇÉåÜ~áê=qêÉÉ �� !"#$

máå~ÅÉ~É PK=máåìë=ã~ëëçåá~å~ `ÜáåÉëÉ=oÉÇ=máåÉ �� 

QK=máåìë=ãçêêáëçåáÅçä~ jçêêáëçå’ë=máåÉ �� 

q~ñçÇá~ÅÉ~É RK=däóéíçëíêçÄìë=éÉåëáäáë t~íÉê=máåÉ ��

^ê~ìÅ~êá~ÅÉ~É SK=^ê~ìÅ~êá~=ÜÉíÉêçéÜóää~ kçêÑçäâ=fëä~åÇ=máåÉ �� 

`ìéêÉëë~ÅÉ~É TK=`ìéêÉëëìë=ÑìåÉÄêáë tÉÉéáåÖ=`ìéêÉëë �

dåÉí~ÅÉ~É UK=dåÉíìã=áåÇáÅìã dåÉíìã �� 

`~ëì~êáå~ÅÉ~É VK=`~ëì~êáå~=ÉèìáëÉíáÑçäá~ eçêëÉí~áä=íêÉÉ �� 

máéÉê~ÅÉ~É NMK=máéÉê=ÄÉíäÉ _ÉíÉä=mÉééÉê ��

p~äáÅ~ÅÉ~É NNK=p~äáñ=Ä~ÄóäçåáÅ~ tÉÉéáåÖ=táääçï ��

jçê~ÅÉ~É NOK=^êíçÅ~êéìë=ÜÉíÉêçéÜóääìë g~ÅâÑêìáí �� 

NPK=cáÅìë=ãáÅêçÅ~êé~ `ÜáåÉëÉ=_~åó~å �� 

mêçíÉ~ÅÉ~É NQK=dêÉîáääÉ~=êçÄìëí~ páäâ=l~â ��

içê~åíÜ~ÅÉ~É NRK=q~ñáääìë=ÅÜáåÉåëáë pçìíÜ=`Üáå~=jáëíäÉíçÉ �� 

^ã~ê~åíÜ~ÅÉ~É NSK=`Éäçëá~=~êÖÉåíÉ~ nì~áä=dê~ëë ��

kóÅí~Öáå~ÅÉ~É NTK=jáê~Äáäáë=à~ä~é~ cçìêJl�ÅäçÅâ �� 

kóãéÜ~É~ÅÉ~É NUK=kÉäìãÄç=åìÅáÑÉê~ p~ÅêÉÇ=içíìë �

NVK=kóãéÜ~É~=Å~Éêìä~ _äìÉ=içíìë �� 

o~åìåÅìä~ÅÉ~É OMK=m~Éçåá~=ëìÑÑêìíáÅçë~ qêÉÉ=mÉçåó ��

k~åÇáå~ÅÉ~É ONK=k~åÇáå~=ÇçãÉëíáÅ~ p~ÅêÉÇ=_~ãÄçç �� 

_ÉêÄÉêáÇ~ÅÉ~É OOK=j~Üçåá~=ÑçêÇáá cçêÇ’ë=j~Üçåá~ �� !

j~Öåçäá~ÅÉ~É OPK=j~Öåçäá~=Öê~åÇáÑäçê~ ^ãÉêáÅ~å=j~Öåçäá~ �� !

OQK=jáÅÜÉäá~=~äÄ~ tÜáíÉ=lêÅÜáÇ=qêÉÉ ��

ORK=jáÅÜÉäá~=ÅÜ~ãé~Å~ vÉääçï=lêÅÜáÇ=qêÉÉ ��

Fifty Common Plant Species in Campus of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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c~ãáäó pÅáÉåíáÑáÅ=k~ãÉ båÖäáëÜ=k~ãÉ `ÜáåÉëÉ=k~ãÉ
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OSK=jáÅÜÉäá~=ÑáÖç _~å~å~=pÜêìÄ ��

i~ìê~ÅÉ~É OTK=`áåå~ãçãìã=Äìêã~ååáá `áåå~ãçå=qêÉÉ ��

OUK=mÉêëÉ~=~ãÉêáÅ~å~ ^îçÅ~Çç ��

e~ã~ãÉäáÇ~ÅÉ~É OVK=iáèìáÇ~ãÄ~ê=Ñçêãçë~å~ `ÜáåÉëÉ=pïÉÉí=dìã ��

PMK=oÜçÇçäÉá~=ÅÜ~ãéáçåáá oÜçÇçäÉá~ �� 

oçë~ÅÉ~É PNK=bêáçÄçíêó~=à~éçåáÅ~ içèì~í ��

POK=mêìåìë=éÉêëáÅ~ mÉ~ÅÜ ��

iÉÖìãáåçë~É PPK=^äÄáòá~=ÅÜáåÉåëáë `ÜáåÉëÉ=^äÄáòá~ ��

PQK=p~ã~åÉ~=ë~ã~å o~áå=qêÉÉ ��

PRK=_~ìÜáåá~=Ää~âÉ~å~ eçåÖ=hçåÖ=lêÅÜáÇ �� !

PSK=`Üêáëíá~=çÄÅçêÇ~í~ `Üêáëíá~ �� 

PTK=bêóíÜêáå~=ëéÉÅáçë~ i~êÖÉJäÉ~îÉÇ=`çê~ä=qêÉÉ �� 

PUK=däóÅáåÉ=ã~ñ pçó=_É~å ��

PVK=i~Ää~Ä=éìêéìêÉìë eó~ÅáåíÜ=_É~å ��

QMK=jçÖÜ~åá~=ã~ÅêçéÜóää~ `çããçå=jçÖÜ~åá~ �� !"

QNK=mìÉê~êá~=äçÄ~í~ hìÇòì=sáåÉ ��

QOK=míÉêçÅ~êéìë=áåÇáÅìë _ìêãÉëÉ=oçëÉïççÇ ��

^îÉêêÜç~ÅÉ~É QPK=^îÉêêÜç~=Å~ê~ãÄçä~ `~ê~ãÄçä~ ��

qêçé~Éçä~ÅÉ~É QQK=qêçé~Éçäìã=ã~àìë k~ëíìêíáìã �� 

fñçå~åíÜ~ÅÉ~É QRK=fñçå~åíÜÉë=ÅÜáåÉåëáë fñçå~åíÜÉë �� !"#$

oìí~ÅÉ~É QSK=jìêê~ó~=ÉñçíáÅ~ jìêê~ó~ �� 

QTK=qÉíê~Çáìã=Öä~ÄêáÑçäáìã jÉäá~JäÉ~îÉÇ=bìçÇá~� ��

QUK=w~åíÜçñóäìã=~áä~åíÜçáÇÉë péáåó=^ëÜ �� 

_ìêëÉê~ÅÉ~É QVK=`~å~êáìã=~äÄìã tÜáíÉ=`~å~êáìã ��

bìéÜçêÄá~ÅÉ~É RMK=sÉêåáÅá~=ÑçêÇáá qìåÖ=láä=qêÉÉ ��

^ää=áåÑçêã~íáçå=ï~ë=éêçîáÇÉÇ=Äó=aêK=eì=pÜáì=váåÖK
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University Steering Committee on Environment (USCE) is the
environmental policy maker in CUHK. Under the USCE, three
task forces are responsible for the improvement on campus
environment. The members of USCE and task forces include
staff from administrative offices and academic departments,
college representatives, student representatives for Student
Society and green student organizations such as Green World,
Green Post, etc, to ensure the wide communication among dif-
ferent groups in the University. Besides, the University Safety
and Environment Office (USEO) co-ordinates the relevant of-
fices such as the Estates Management Office, the Campus De-
velopment Office and the Transport Unit to assist USCE in imple-
menting various environmental projects and plans. The Envi-
ronmental Officer and other professionals such as Safety
officers, Transport Officer and Canteen Service Officer oversee
the daily operation of campus transport, canteens and
restaurants, construction sites, laboratories, etc, to ensure com-
pliance to the relevant environmental legislations and these
activities are conducted in environmental responsible ways.

To widen the eyes on the environmental issues, a Safety and
Environmental Co-ordinator Scheme has been established to
assign appropriate staff in departments to promote and com-
municate the environmental issues such as waste reduction
and energy management within the workplaces. Moreover,
environmental committees are formed in each College to pro-
mote environmental awareness among students and staff and
to maintain a high standard of environmental hygiene on
campus.

Working Together For A Better Environment

The University understands that the effort of contractors and
sub-contractors are essential to maintain a pollution-free
campus. Therefore, Environmental Guideline was prepared for
the contractors to make them aware of the environmental re-
quirements and the practicable measures to help them con-
duct the works in environmental friendly ways.
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Chung Chi College

The Campus Environment Committee of Chung
Chi aims to promote environmental awareness
among students and staff and to maintain a
high standard of environmental hygiene on
campus. In March 2002, the Committee orga-
nized the Environmental Protection Cup with
various inter-hostel competitions, such as
Water Saving, Electricity Saving, Used Paper
Collection, Used Aluminum Cans Collection,
Used Plastic Bottles Collection and Slogan
Design. The Committee also organized the En-
vironmental Protection Week to promote en-
vironmental protection on campus. Apart from
student activities, the Committee also orga-
nized a Tea Session Gathering with Support-

ing Staff in January 2002 to collect opinions
from and exchange ideas among the support-
ing staff members, student hostel wardens,
student representatives, and staff members
from EMO on ways to keep the campus clean.
The Committee also actively participated in and
coordinated other environmental programmes,
which were organized by Environmental Pro-
tection Department (EPD), Environmental
Campaign Committee (ECC) or other green or-
ganizations outside.

�=�=�=�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-%.'"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01

���� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'#$%(')*+,'

�� !"#$% !"&'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./&(

�� !"#$%&'($)*+,--,.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0!

��  !"#�$%"&'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.)/'

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.)*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01

�� !

New Asia College

With the purpose to promote a general aware-
ness of the environmental protection in the
campus, the Committee organized the Second
Environmental Protection Week with “Environ-
mental Protection and Daily Life” as the theme
from 12 to 19 October, 2001. A series of ac-
tivities had been organized like Board
Exhibition, Book Exhibition, Movie Show,
Used-Clothing Collection Campaign, the inter-
hostel Organic Farming Competition and visit
to Mai Po.

Apart from that, Organic Farming Activity was
also carried out to let those staff enjoy the fun
of farming. Besides, the information on
electricity, water & gas consumption of every
student hostel, current affairs on environmen-
tal protection and other related news were
posted up. It was hoped that students’ view
on environmental protection could be broad-

ened and their understanding on this matter
could be enriched.
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Shaw College

The Environment Enhancement Committee of
Shaw College formulates the College’s policies
and measures for the betterment of the cam-
pus environment, and promotes general
awareness of environment hygiene, campus
ecology and related matters among staff and
students. In the 2001-02 academic year, the
Committee organized a photo contest and re-
cycle bin design competition opened to all staff
and students of the University with the aim of
enhancing environmental awareness and ap-
preciation of the campus. In addition, a tree-
planting activity was held on the College Gradu-
ation Day to commemorate the occasion. Ad-
jacent to the College basketball and volleyball

court is the new HERBSnSENSES Chinese
Medicinal Plants Garden which offers flower-
ing plants of medicinal as well as ornamental
value.
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United College

The Environmental Committee of United Col-
lege encourages the staff and students to con-
serve energy and water by organizing the En-
ergy-wise Award Scheme in the hostels. Three
Awards, Electricity-wise Star Award, Water-
wise Star Award & Overall Energy-wise Award,
were presented to the hostel with the highest
percentage of reduction in electricity and water.

The Environmental Committee also promotes
Organic Farming in the College to recycle or-
ganic wastes. With the programme, the stu-
dents learned and practiced organic farming
through planting and harvesting during the
summer holiday. To celebrate the 45th Anni-
versary of United College, a tree-planting day

with more than 60 participant, was held on 21
April 02 in Tai Tam Chung Country Park.
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To reduce black emission, all school buses and shuttle buses
hired from the contractors are regularly maintained and installed
with diesel oxidation catalytic converters. In 2001, Estates
Management Office completed the trial run of the Electrical
Scooter and found that it is capable of saving energy by 2/3
and is pollution free. In April 2002, EMO introduced the first
three scooters and widely used as daily transport within campus.
To control the mobile emission source, the Security Unit also
implemented a label system to regulate the number and entry
of heavy vehicles from the construction site of Tolo Harbour
via the campus. The staff of Security Unit will issue abatement
notice to the drivers to remind them to properly maintain their
vehicle emitting black smoke.

Indoor air quality (IAQ) is a growing concern since most people
spend more than 70% of their time indoors. There are many
possible sources of pollutants that may affect indoor air quality.
These factors include building / building services design, main-
tenance and operation of mechanical ventilation and air-condi-
tioning systems, building management, house-keeping and
occupancy rate etc. Poor indoor environment may lead to
discomfort, ill health, absenteeism and low productivity.
Therefore, it is necessary to keep workplace clean and ad-
equately ventilated. There are relevant Code of Practice under
the amended Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance
and Regulations on Control of Air Impurities in the Workplace.
In view of the situation, a background information of indoor air
quality in various buildings of the campus is required so as to

Breathing Clean Air

identify the need for improvement where appropriate. Campus
Development Office had commissioned a consultant to carry
out an indoor air quality survey and analysis for twenty (20)
buildings in accordance with the guidance notes and Code of
Practice issued by the Environmental Protection Department
and Occupational Safety and Health Branch of Labour Depart-
ment respectively. The IAQ survey report was studied by Es-
tates Management Office (EMO) and University Safety & Envi-
ronment Office (USEO). The results of the survey were gener-
ally in accordance with the Environmental Protection Depart-
ment’s draft guidance notes except in some areas where ozone,
formaldehyde and radon were found higher than the standards.
Accordingly, EMO had carried out necessary improvement
works, such as adding more fresh air (intake) to the concerned
areas, increasing the ventilation flow rate and cleansing the
areas more frequently.

To minimize the dust emitted by the construction activities, the
contractors are instructed to cover the construction materials
properly and use wetting, spraying and washing pool to sup-
press the dust emission.
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Hong Kong faces a serious shortage of landfill space due to its growing wasteloads. It is anticipated that landspace will be run out
in about 10 years. The University acts as a proactive stance for the waste reduction and recycling. Office areas and more than 55
strategic points are provided with different kinds of recycling bins to facilitate waste separation and collection. Waste collector
collects the recyclable wastes weekly. Compared with 2001, the recover quantity of papers, plastic bottles, aluminum cans and
printer cartridges were successfully increased by 6.8%, 18.3%, 26.7% and 19.6% respectively.
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Apart from the daily recycling activities, CUHK has been con-
stantly working with other environmental protection units and
charity organizations to conduct Recycling Charity Activities,
such as collecting used books, old clothes and forwarding them
to the charity organizations. In December 2002, Charity Old
Clothes Collection was held in University Staff Quarters (USQ).
It is highly appreciated that 382 kg of clothes were collected.
Those collections were donated to the people in Mainland China.
In November and December 2001, there were 31 computers
items collected in the Computer Collection Programme. All these
items were collected by Green Power for reforming the usable
computers and donating to the people in need such as the un-
derprivileged students and the elderly. In February 2002, the
University organized toys and CD donation activities and the
profit was used for charity and environmental protection
activities.
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By January 2002, there are about 5.7 million mobile phone
subscribers in Hong Kong and a large number of used mobile
phone batteries containing toxic metal materials such as cobalt,
nickel and iron are disposed of and ended up in landfills. The
Environmental Protection Department launched a pilot
programme in April 2002 to collect mobile phone batteries to
reduce battery waste and recover resources. In response to
this programme, the EMO organized a collection programme
in campus. The collected batteries were shipped overseas for
recycling by the Environmental Protection Department.

The green student organization, Green World, organized a cam-
paign with a slogan “Less Rice, Thanks!” in February. This cam-
paign aimed to reduce the food wastage and the canteen waste
volume in the university. The organizer monitored the daily
canteen waste volume of five university canteens and 383.9kg

of canteen waste was recorded. During the campaign, exhibi-
tion boards were displayed to spread the message of food value.
The staff and students were encouraged to say “less rice” to
the canteen staff if they did not need so much food.

Biological wastes, chemical wastes and radiation wastes are
the by-products of the scientific research. With the increasing
number of research projects in the University, the volume of
these wastes is also kept increasing. The University Safety &
Environment Office (USEO) takes up the responsibility of man-
agement of these hazardous wastes generated on campus. All
these wastes are properly stored in the biological waste collec-
tion bins and Dangerous Goods Stores if necessary and then
collected by the licensed collectors. The radioactive wastes are
kept in the decay stores for safe decay.
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Environmental factor is also taken into the consideration dur-
ing the purchasing. The University encourages each depart-
ment to choose the environmental friendly products for daily
uses. For example, EMO adopted and laid the tiles made from
the recyclable waste on the building roof for water proofing
and heat insulation. Besides, biodegradable lunch boxes are
being used in the staff and student canteens.
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In recent years, the electricity consumption of the University
kept on increasing. On average, each FTE (full-time equivalent)
student consumes about 4,400 kWH annually. To curb the in-
creasing trend in electricity consumption, the Energy Savings
Task Force was established in April 1999 to organise a series of
programmes to coordinate and promote energy conservation.

In Phase A Lighting Retrofit Programme, the University replaced
more than 14 thousand magnetic ballasts with electronic bal-
lasts and 900 mWh was saved per annum. For Phase B
Programme, modern T5 lighting system was applied. In 2002,
University started the installation and upgrade of the Building
Automation System (BAS) for Academic Buildings. BAS en-
ables close central monitoring and control on the operation of
building services, particularly in the Central Air Conditioning
Systems, Lighting System, Lift and Escalator System. With the
assistance of BAS, systems operate in the most achievable,
efficient and safe way.

The EMO also installed the Occupancy Sensor in classrooms
and student hostels as well as implemented the Power Factor
Correction Programme to minimize energy wastage. In 2002,
the University conducted an Energy Audit to review the energy
efficiency in the daily activities.
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In 2002, 85,000m3 water was
consumed by CUHK per
month  in  ave rage .  To
m i n i m i s e  w a t e r
consumption, water reduc-
tion is also a high priority

task in CUHK. Water reduction competition was launched in
the student hostels to encourage students to consume less
water. Compared with 2000, the annual water consumption of
2002 was reduced by 14.0%.  Apart from that, a network of
storm drains, sewers and grease traps are built to segregate
the natural rainwater, wastewater and oily waste to prevent water
contamination. A comprehensive water monitoring plan is
implemented to monitor and control the water quality of the
drinking water, flushing water, chilling water, swimming pool,
drainage system, stream and lake for testing to meet the health
and environmental parameters.

With the sand and silt from the upstream, the sediment of the
whole lake is dredged up every 5 or 6 years to remove the
sludge. To minimize the environmental damage and make the
work more cost effective, Chung Chi Lake Improvement Work
Phase I was completed in February 2002. Three cemented sedi-
ment ponds were built to facilitate the sedimentation of water
input. As a result, the water is cleaner and the quality is much
improved. Besides, only these three ponds (~8% of lake area)
will be cleaned once for more than 10 years. Therefore, the
affected area and the disturbance will be minimized.

Education programmes such as water conservation and en-
ergy conservation seminars were arranged for enhancing the
awareness of staff. Environmental Tips in the forms of labels
and stickers were designed and published to remind the stu-
dents and staff to live in the environmental friendly ways.
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The University has arranged many programmes for the staff,
students and the public to enhance their environmental
awareness. In October 2002, an Environmental Promotion Booth
was set up on the Orientation Day for Sixth Formers to deliver
the message of environmental protection to the secondary
school students, teachers and other visitors. A Marine Life Photo
Exhibition was organized by Agriculture, Fisheries & Conser-
vation Department at Cultural Square to enhance the environ-
mental awareness of students on marine life protection.

To promote environmental awareness in the campus
community, many programmes were organised voluntarily by
Green societies such as Green Post, Green World, Environmen-
tal Science Society and Geography Society. Besides, five vol-
umes of Green Post have been published since 2000.
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The University held its Environmental Protection Week with the
theme of Waste Reduction & Resources Conservation in March
2002 to raise environmental awareness among members of
the campus community. The week kicked off with an opening
and tree-planting ceremony. The guests at the ceremony in-
cluded Mr. Donald Tong, Deputy Secretary for the Environment
and Food, Mr. Thomas Chan, Director of Agriculture, Fisheries,
and Conservation, Dr. Ellen Y.L Chan, Assistant Director (Waste
Facilities) of Environment Protection, Mrs. Mei Ng, Director of
Friends of the Earth, Dr. Ho Kin-chung, Vice-chairperson of
Green Power, and Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, Vice-Chancellor.
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WORKSHOP
During the week, a waste reduction workshop was conducted
by the Conservancy Association to introduce the concepts of
waste reduction, recycling, and Hong Kong’s Waste Reduction
Framework Plan. Attending the workshop were students and
staff, including a large number of minor staff.

ECOTOUR
Ecotours were arranged to introduce students and staff to the
rich flora and fauna on campus. The tours were led by gradu-
ate students of the Department of Geography and Resource
Management. At the end of the tour, the participants planted
Azalea shrubs at the University’s main entrance, and a small
pot-plant was given to each participant as a souvenir.

TALK
A talk and slide show was given by Ms. Li Lok Sze, a traveller
with experience in both the South Pole and the North Pole many
times, photographer and artist to caution the enormous influ-
ence of the pollution and global warming can result in disaster
for all on the Arctic and Antarctic circles.

Other events were held during the week including a photo
contest, a Flea Market with booths selling green food and sec-
ond-hand goods to promote reuse and waste reduction, De-
bate with ‘Should the Government Subsidize the Waste Recy-
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cling Industry?’ as the motion and also a Forum entitled ‘Is
Incineration a Better Way to Handle the Waste Problem in Hong
Kong?’ with representatives from the government, Greenpeace,
industry, and an expert in incineration.
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Greening The People

The University’s mission is to assist in the preservation, creation,
application and dissemination of knowledge by teaching, re-
search and public service in a comprehensive range of
disciplines, thereby serving the needs and enhancing the well-
being of the citizens of Hong Kong, China as a whole, and the
wider world community. Generally speaking, environmental
education is the main arm to achieve this mission.

To enhance teacher’s knowledge and help them develop meth-
odology in teaching environmental education, Environmental
Campaign Committee organized Environmental Training Work-
shops for Teachers in collaboration with the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong from October 2001 to January 2002. The
training workshops introduced the basic concepts of environ-
mental science, waste management in Hong Kong, sustainable
development and environmental system in schools to teachers.

The University invites scholars and guest speakers from all over
the world to exchange ideas and deliver speeches in the semi-

�� !

nars for academics and the general public to encourage people
to think about their impacts on the environment and change
harmful habits. In October 2001, Prof. William Bruce Mitchell,
Associate Vice-president (academic) and Professor of Geogra-
phy at the University of Waterloo in Canada, delivered a public
lecture entitled ‘Environmental Justice: Issues, Responses,
Strategies, and Initiatives to outline the concept of environ-
mental justice and its implementation and implications in
Canada with regard to concerns about toxic waste disposal,
public facility siting, species and wilderness preservation,
nuclear power and weapons, and the political positions and
growing profess iona l  or ienta t ion  o f  mainst ream
environmentalism. In December 2001, the University Safety &
Environment Office invited Mr. Norman R. Ackland, a reputed
genetic manipulation adviser in Australia, to deliver a speech
on “Control of Gene Manipulation in Australia” to share the
experience of controlling the genetic manipulated material and
organisms with the students and staff in the campus in terms
of environmental, health and safety.
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