hlxﬁ ﬁf"

Cwheuny Wan
/ro;en;akv
(MoaernoLo9y)

MRIEWS > BT R NBUR R R
Sidney C. H. Cheung, Professor, Department of



E
"’
%
B
B
(%2}
=
g
=
o
g
=]
k
3
=
%5
T
2
o
&
3
=)
o
15}
=3

1E 0 U5 B g Roboo % BB
(Modernology) WS M » B MHAR
A b 1 42 0 B 5 % 3% e b AR Al ik
A EARZEMA TSR o R B2
BfE SR A R > (EL 40 RS PRI A R H
AR B RS A NSRRI A — BT
fif > FEBEA B AR A IS PIRR L =
ERHAH NSCERRE > i AR
WA JE AR BIAR A WA L S i JE s e o

i sz » FHE > LEBZEMH -
I ] 10 AL A e W A A > S ELARAL
A TR B L AR 5 1 DA B A o 5 B B2 B IRK
KT RERBREEUFR > WA
P 25 5 o i 0 T 3 B R BR BT A R
TR T R R B o 4% 3 S 3 o
YCBHLY PR 3B SR A A3 AT o TE R PR B BB
TR T H ARl AR N SCE L DL B
K~ BRPRS AL = LA BEsERs > BAE
H A # iy AL R RR b > %y HACH K
PR T BT B R A K A R
HHBEE

AR MR AL B L AL > AT
RIS FIKEE (Konwa Jiro) © &
0K BB A H AR R AR 2 AH
(Yanagita Kunio) » TERAG W 5E DL
A RF AR R J5 T A IR T R o (HAE—
U AR > b PRI AE 5 BLERTF SE N A
B RN SRR o BEAR o JLBFSE B IR
PRI i 4 A A A AR o B — L B4
& > A A B AR 2 T B RO T Y AR

T B BT AT R L AR R K
R A AL I > I8 R H AR % BLE Y
Bt o BHER > AL B EME W B
M A 7] PR AR B AR © JELIRE - T
B B F AR A AR DAL -
iy~ AR > AR A L AR L
AR ) B e R v i RBLSE R BRIk
I 2 3t 5 s RN B BRI o i R R
(] B B A I Pk o R IR Bl B2 s
7% BB B 0 H A BB AR B 40 i 3%
J& o ALAE A — iR I R I A 3 4 T B
PRUT AR B 37 T LD

WA [EELRRES]
Pt R A 2 R R R T B A AT
TR0 RE > BB RK A R AL T —
WRIBE LN ERR - 2H %
o ik S £ 4 R S B B IR B AR > A
B2 FUE A I 20 R R R 0 U > A TR
R NG SR IIEZE S IVEAY TR £
GAHZ BN LESRAOE > R
b [ A T 7 S 9% Jié % Uy L) I BE B -




Modernology (Kogengaku) is somewhat an
alien discipline to the Western academia. There
is little record on its emergence and development
in Japan in the last century. Although not an
expert, my acquaintance with modernology
came from my years of studying ethnology and
cultural anthropology in Japan. This humanities
discipline originated in Japan in 1920s may open
a window for our readers to explore the historical

development of Hong Kong’s local culture.

Put it simply, modernology studies modern
society, further interpreting practices of certain
customs from different perspectives through
collecting and analyzing detailed data. Space
and time are the indicators for data collection.
Sounding similar to sociology or phenomenology
of the West, modernology differentiates itself by
pinpointing accurate observations in real settings
as well as data organization, instead of pursuing
and analyzing high-level theories. It follows the
Japanese practice on humanities researches, which
values meticulous collection of data rather than
digging into theories. As a result, in the setting
of urban modernization, modernology is a way
out for the academia as well as the public in
Japan to understand and reflect on changes of

their neighbourhoods.

Konwa Jiro was one important founder of
modernology and a student of Yanagita Kunio, the
“father of Japanese Folklore”. Konwa specialized
in the study of village homes. However, the
two’s relationship broke up in 1927 as Konwa
advocated modernology, and his research had thus
shifted significantly from villages to the city. From

1927, Konwa was interested in investigating how

the 1923 Tokyo earthquake changed the living
environment in the shitamachi (downtown) of
Tokyo. His studies became the groundwork of
modernology. There are intricate relationships
between “modernology” and “archaeology”, but
the subtle differences are understandable in
their names. They are alike in terms that both
of them observe, deduce, hypothesize or even
reconstruct a past living style from scattered and
incomplete old evidences. For instance, the study
of “street observation” derived later had attracted
many architectural historians. They are different
because “archaeology” is the study of the past;
whereas “modernology” focuses on modernized
urban development in Japan, including the
changing lives of ordinary citizens and the rise

and fall of modern customs.

In the past year, we have brought about the
“Walking through Sheung Wan Series” project
which prioritized data collection to theoretical
analyses. By taking our readers into Nam Pak
Hong, we flashed back the trade-development
relationships of dried seafood, traditional Chinese
medicines and groceries like salted fish over the
past century. By doing so, we hope to transform
the knowledge gained from our community into
tourism resources, hence an opportunity for local
people and overseas visitors to learn and explore. I
believe the curiosity required in street observation
in modernology can be a cornerstone that fosters
a mutual interaction between community and

tourism.
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Shark fins, fish maws, natural agarwood,
cinnamon sticks and other dried goods may live
beyond our common senses and imaginations.
Each commodity in the Nam Pak Hong area
of Sheung Wan can be an interesting topic in
modernology. Here I only pick one Chinese
drugstore among many century-old shops in

Sheung Wan to take our readers on a journey.

On Bonham Strand West you find this
impressive three-storey building with a gracefully
embellished shop sign and huge wooden couplets
on both sides of the front door - Pak Cheong
Tong. The couplets mean “Pak Cheong Tong
Pearl Powder & Camphor”and “Pak Cheong Tong
Ginseng, Deer Antler & Cinnamon” respectively,
which indicate the main products sold by the shop.
The couplets were from Guangzhou and relocated
to Hong Kong, said shop-owner Mr. Tsang. The
shop has been on the same address since 1920, and
it still sells a similar range of medicinal products
of that time. It is certainly a living witness of
Chinese medicine trade in Nam Pak Hong.
Anyone stepping into the shop would immediately
be intrigued by a strong aroma yet fumbles hard
of its name. Camphor, also called “plum flakes” or
“dragon’s brain”, is one featured medicinal product
of Pak Cheong Tong. Camphor is a colourless
solidified gum secreted from wounds on camphor
trees. It is often used as insect repellents. From
the Chinese medical classics of Compendium of
Materia Medica and Revised Materia Medica of
Tang Dynasty, camphor has been long and widely
used to ease strokes and locked jaws. Camphor
trees originate in Southeast Asia, and camphor
was much sought after by Europeans since the

17®* and 18™ centuries.
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Chinese medicines in Pak Cheong Tong
are mostly wholesaled or dispensed except the
camphor, says Mr. Tsang. Imported raw materials
are sorted and processed in the shop before
selling to pharmaceutical manufacturers. Only a
small amount of medicines are retailed. Among
wholesalers, Pak Cheong Tong seems to have
the most outstanding selection of medicines:
resuscitative drugs of ambergris, amber, musk and
camphor helps directing curative effects to the
unwell parts of the body; while pearl, “horse’s gem”
and macaque stone could relieve nervousness. The
names of some priceless medicines of the old
times are hand-written clearly on four antique
delivery orders hanging high on the wall. There
are of course medicines from all over the world:
Tibetan saffron, Yunnan amber and Tianzhou
notoginseng; deer-products such as pilose antler
from eastern Japan, “three-family” elk’s horn and
deer’s tail from northern China; as well as the six
kinds of ginseng including wood-grown ginseng,
North Korean ginseng, Jilin sand ginseng, Shizhu
ginseng, Siberian ginseng and American ginseng.
In Sheung Wan, traditional Chinese medicine
stores other than Pak Cheong Tong are worth a
good look into - any such store here is a living

classroom for Chinese culture and liberal studies.
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Last but not least is the belletristic flair
of the store. Opposite to the glass counter with
all kinds of precious medicines there is another
couplet on the wall, of which means “nostrum
for guests as noble as azure dragons” and “fine
medicine for immortals as elegant as white deer”.
It was written by Wu Daorong in August 1932
exclusively for Pak Cheong Tong. Wu was a
renowned scholar in late 19% century. Having
his compliments implies that Pak Cheong Tong
is superior among its counterparts. In between
the couplet is a Chinese calligraphic painting.
The rosewood furniture below makes the décor

of the store even more artistic.

After all, modernology does not provide
comprehensive reflection and analysis of
the history, but a glimpse of the fragmented
information and stories of Pak Cheong Tong here
and there gives us hints to a fuller picture of the
years that it has been through. Another episode
in 1920s: Pak Cheong Tong used to hand out
medicine for the poor. This practice is an alpha
version of today’s corporate social responsibility
and a historical testimony of the geopolitical
relationship between Hong Kong, Guangdong
and Macau. The disappearance of some precious
medicinal materials in drug production also
has a story to tell. Ambergris, for instance, is
a medicine as well as an essential ingredient
in perfumery. As natural ambergris is difficult
to acquire and synthetic fixative becomes more
common, ambergris is now a rarity in traditional
drug stores. I must thank Mr. Tsang for telling us

so many insightful stories.

]
I

(A3ojousapoyy) nyn3uaoy uesp Sunayg {8 $H O ¥



|
iy
%
Bl
L

(ASojouxapoyy) nyv3uadoy uepp Sunayg

T 21 % 3 T

HEROCHBHAERER > B
W e A ) o TS R ) TE O
o LA HFEREBRESE >
EEREBECIEEE - WETE
o LB Z A ENEM D > RIE
T T BE PR — R AMVBLRE S - AR
365 00K B A MR S 18 » AR B RS AR AT
WU o WS A A AR AN O AE B
MR BRIV e W) RAER R
WEBEH > B/ANETEEHH - B
T IR B > R PR > R
FbF 32 2 35 A Ay i AR PRI = SR B
AR BIREE > R T AR I A
AR s AR ER LR -

SR (1852-1936)

REEE > A > FEE > R
FHNGE > AHAE WL GG o R A B
W o AN ANE (18804F)
Tt > FERIARBE MO sEA: - it
AR (18864F) FlifEAEICH o H AR
I5 i M DL e J 3 > WG AE =R BT R
Be ~ RO BE ~ W Al
WL ~ B O G o 25 < e A
fili o Yok 4 (18944F) FEATLREH
TR o PRI : 4R




Macaque Calculus Powder

Pak Cheong Tong is more than a century old. Recalled by Mr. Tsang, the shop started in
Guangzhou and moved to Hong Kong in 1920s. It has taken root in Sheung Wan for nearly
100 years. Entering the shop you would first see small boxes of bottled and reasonably priced
macaque calculus powder in front of all pricey medicines. Before coming to Hong Kong, Mr.
Tsang’s grandparents been making macaque calculus powder in Guangzhou. At first it was used
only among the household to soothe children from nightmares. Later people in the neighbourhood
often asked them for the powder. The powder was hence bottled and sold at a reasonable price

instead of given out for free.

Wu Daorong (1852-1936)

Wu Daorong’s ancestral home was in Kuaiji of Zhejiang Province, yet he lived most of his life
in Panyu of Guangdong Province. He was ranked in the second class in the palace examination in
1880, and continued his academic pursuit in the Imperial Academy. Later he returned to Guangzhou
to lecture in more than 5 local institutions. He was named the principal of Guangdong Higher

Academy in 1894. Source: Wikipedia
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