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Karen likes Chinese culture. She has learnt Chinese
calligraphy and Gugin.
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Learning Arts Programme
Enriching Life with Arts

Artis one of the things that make life worth living. With a view to enhancing students’understanding and interest
of art, the College has set up the Learning Arts Programme in 1999, providing subsidies for them to enroll in short-term
art courses. Each student is eligible to receive sponsorship for at most four times during their undergraduate studies.
The subsidy is up to 70% of the course fee or $1,000, whichever is lower. The areas of arts being covered in the
Programme range from painting, craft, design, photography, to dance, music, drama and filming. Last year, the
Programme supported 37 students to study 48 different art courses.

Lee Ho Yan Karen, a year-four student in the Department of English, is one of the students who applied for the
Programme. Two years ago, she enrolled in an introductory course of Gugin, the seven-string Chinese musical
instrument. Despite facing heavy academic workload at the end of semester, Karen insisted on practising the
complicated plunking techniques. “Gugin carries symbolic meaning of Chinese culture. | would like to experience how
it is like to play a Gugin, and want to know how it sounds differently from Guzheng,” she says.

Karen has an immense interest in Chinese culture. She did not only learn Gugin, but also regular script, one of the
script styles of Chinese calligraphy. She would like to develop a few interests before her graduation as she believes that
engaging in art activities can ease stress from work in the future. It is the College’s Learning Arts Programme that has
greatly motivated her to attend various art courses.

To Lau Chun Ying Crystal, playing music is also a way to relax. She planned to teach herself guitar one year ago.
Later, her friends introduced the Learning Arts Programme to her. She then decided to join guitar courses. When in
secondary school, Crystal learnt violin and was familiarized with five-line staff. She found it difficult to get used to
reading six-line tablature for guitar. Although playing guitar is challenging, she kept learning and has completed three
courses from beginner level to advanced level in a row with her secondary school classmates.
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“We used to gather at karaoke box and just sang, but we would now play guitar together. The feeling was great
when we chatted and played guitar at the same time,” Crystal shares the recent experience of gathering with friends.
As a year-four nursing student, she has to spend a lot of time on studies and practicum. Despite having little leisure
time, Crystal understands that mastering a musical instrument requires frequent practice and she would not give up
practising guitar easily.

Apart from encouraging students to explore different
types of art, the Learning Arts Programme has also aided
students to start learning a musical instrument from the very
begining. Ling Siu Yik Samson did not have a chance to learn
piano when he was small. Upon entering the University, he got
to know about the Programme and decided to join a piano class.
“I have been having a strong interest in music. The Programme
grants me a chance to try as well as to challenge myself,

Samson says.
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Samson has never thought it was too late for him to learn i
piano. He even finds that many of his music classmates are
elderly, who simply enjoy the pleasure of learning and playing
piano. Samson likes playing pop songs with piano, and he often

shares the experience with his hallmates. — A—ZEELE|EEE) Samson B StEAREE -

. o The Learning Arts Programme has encouraged Samson to
Samson is a year-two student majoring in Computer itand piano class.

Science and Engineering. He will soon work on his final year

project which is to write a programme to arrange a piece of orchestral music for the piano. Although this project
involves complex technical issues, the basic music knowledge learnt in the piano class has helped him understand and
tackle the task.

Professor Kwong Ho Yee Connie, Chairperson of the Art Promotion Committee which manages the Learning Arts
Programme, hopes that the little help from the Programme can be students’ motivation for art learning. She remarks
that the Programme does not aim at nurturing professional art practitioners, but intends to encourage students with
no art learning experience, like Samson, to join art courses. “Art is never something too high to reach; instead, it
integrates every aspect of life,” Professor Kwong says.

The Programme has been running for 17 years, and it keeps abreast of the trend. It has been revised and updated
in recent years, by increasing the amount of subsidies for students and extending the list of recognized institutions. In
general, students’ applications will be approved if the art courses that they take meet the Programme’s requirement.
Recently, successful applicants have been studying art courses of ukulele, K-Pop dance, acrylic painting, flamenco and
fashion design etc.

Professor Kwong suggests previous applicants to continue engaging in art activities. As art requires years of
incubation, they should not let their passion easily fade away but should keep practising. Engaging in art activities may
result in unexpected outcome, including getting acquainted with like-minded companions.

To those who have not yet joined the Programme, “I hope the Learning Arts Programme can encourage students
who want to learn non-mainstream art or have long been planning to study art courses to move forward,’
Professor Kwong says. She understands well that students may be busy with various activities offered by the University
and the College, but it is worth sparing time to study art courses with Chung Chi friends as art is a crucial part in life.
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Learning arts can cultivate minds and enrich lives.
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