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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is
e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
an academic corner to share findings in teaching related research

an update with comments on all teaching materials

a bulletin board to publicize all CLC related news and activities

Learning / 2 % fl#Y
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience.

Teaching / 75|y

For Chinese teachers to exchange views.

Research/?}f—’»’ﬁﬁmél‘.:
For discussions on teaching related research.

Materials / 57 {5 EL

Updates, comments and issues related to teaching materials in TCFSL.

Activities / f| li«Eﬁjﬁg
CLC academic activities (e.g. conferences, services and announcement).

BRIV FIEEH - WL T B

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer’'s perspective

From the Editor

Starting in 2003, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 4 times a year.
Submissions for publication are welcome from all CLC teachers, students and alumni,
as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese (including
Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:

Editor, Language Matters
Chinese Language Center
Fong Shu Chuen Building
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong
Please note the following when sending us any submissions:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.
2. Length: Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese,
including cultural aspects of language learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field of teaching
Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either
electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727

Fax.: (852) 2603 5004

Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk
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How my Cantonese has hel_pd me in my job

b British Consulate-General

Office of the British

#. Scnior Representative
to the Sino-British

Joint Liaison Group

My name is Alan Morrison and I am
the British Vice Consul at the British
Consulate-General. I arrived in Hong
Kong in late December 2002 and
started studying Cantonese at the CLC
in January 2003. 1 already knew a
little Cantonese, but not very much,
and started in class 2. [ continued
studying at the CLC until the end of
November 2003 by which time I had
completed class 4, and I started work
at the Consulate General in December
2003.

I have almost completed my first year
as the British Vice Consul and it is a
good point to reflect on the past year
and how my Cantonese has helped me
in my job.

My position at the Consulate takes
me to prisons, old people’s homes and
hospitals to check on British
nationals. I have found that speaking
Cantonese has been useful in dealing
with doctors, nurses, carers and prison

Almm) Upoete #:
)3
1=
2

A

Mr. Alan Morrison
Vice Consul of British Consulate-General

guards, but most speak English and
try and take the opportunity of
practising their English with me,
rather than letting me practise my
Cantonese on them!

Recently however I went to Thailand
to visit some Hong Kong people who
are incarcerated there. These people
speak very little English or Thai so it
1s difficult for our staff at the British
Embassy in Bangkok to converse
with them. Which is why a Consular
Assistant and | from Hong Kong visit
Bangkok once each year to speak
with them in Cantonese.

During our trip we visited around 63
Hong Kong people in 4 different
prisons over 3 days. The trip was
hectic and very busy and I was really
tested on my Cantonese. But I
surprised myself in the amount of
Cantonese I remembered and was
able to have conversations in
Cantonese with all the people who
came to talk to me. The whole
experience was very rewarding and
has renewed my interest to try and

continue with Cantonese lessons.
/12
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