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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is

e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
e aplatform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
e an academic corner to share findings in teaching related research
e an update with comments on all teaching materials
e abulletin board to publicize all CLC related news and activities
Learning / 224 [l #hy
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience. Zz
Teaching / # i@ , , ]
For Chinese teachers to exchange views. / \
Research / 22 ARBF 5
For discussions on teaching related research. ﬁ
Materials / B 5 B |
Updates, comments and issues related to teaching materials in TCFSL. ﬂ
Activities / FLB)E
CLC academic activities (e.g. conferences, services and announcement). E

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer’'s perspective

[ AFIXERHEE—BLR, RA—EREHLIA ]

From the Editor

Starting in 2003, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 4 times a year. Submissions for publication
are welcome from all CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either
teaching or learning Chinese (including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:
Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.
2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.

3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of
language learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727 Fax.: (852) 2603 5004
Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk
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Useful words and expressions for celebrating the Mid-Autumn in Hong Kong

7 Chinese e 3 English

':F‘ @(jﬁf Mid-Autumn Festival
ALz, feast one’s eyes on
oA the moon

;lé‘}i]‘/{; Lantern carnival

=7 | lively; liveliness
VARIIN happy; be happy

H /E)‘-Jf Moon cakes

jﬁﬁ} Wz 7 So delicious!

3132“,_,\ ﬁﬂ% :[j% o I’d like another piece.
lﬁhﬁj No, thanks.

I don’t care for sweet

FANZHIH things.

Don’t miss it.

Happy Mid-Autumn Festival

Please check CLC Notice Board for more information.

According to the announcement by the Hong Kong Observatory,
times of the moon rises and the moon sets on the night of the
Mid-Autumn this year are 6:40pm and 7:06am.

{5 Cantonese I 1 Putonghua
Jungchau Jit Zhongqitjié
séuhngyut shang yue
choidangwui caidenghui
yihtnaauh rénao
hoisam kaixin :
yuhtbéng yuebing
Taai housihk la! Tai haocht le!

Ngoh séung sihk do yat gihn. W0 xiang zai lai yi kuai.

Dojeh, ngoéh tsihk tihm ge.  Xiexie, wo bu chi tiande.

September 18, 2005

The Entertainment Office of Hong Kong organizes the Mid-Autumn Lantern Carnivals
every year. You can enjoy spectacular lantern displays and performances
featuring classical songs and dance and traditional stage arts at the Carnivals.
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The Mid-Autumn Festival in Hong Kong and Japan ~ Fukui Seitaro A &3

Summer 04-05 PTH 4615
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LCTLS Teachers' Training in Wulti-cultural Classroom

(presented in the 8" Annual International NCOLCTL Conference at UW-Madison)

ZBHE L (R IELD
Dr. Lee Siu Lun, Cedric
Cantonese Program Division

Background for launching teachers’ training program

One of the objectives of CUHK is to promote internationalization of the university and to equip
undergraduates to cope with multi-cultural working and academic environment. In order to achieve
this objective, the university increases the number of non-local students and that of exchange
students so that Hong Kong undergraduates can have more chance to interact with students from
different parts of the world.

The increase in the numbers of non-local students and that of exchange students increase the
demand for Chinese language (Cantonese and Mandarin) and culture courses. Chinese Language
courses, as a result, become a major component in the internationalization process. Teachers’
training becomes one of the major projects in CLC in order to face the changing environment. Our
teachers’ training based on theories of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language and it is designed
for both newly recruited teachers and existing teachers.

Some theories behind teachers’ trainings
Before talking about the trainings provided at CLC, it is necessary to discuss some theories or
viewpoints about teachers’ training in the language teaching field.

What is a Language Teacher?

As early as 1969, “The Fifth Southern Conference on Language Teaching” held in America
described a language teacher as “A professional who knows the target language, the linguistic facts
of the language, understand the intimate relationship between a language and its culture, familiar
with teaching techniques, theory, and practice, knowledge in testing, aptitude, achievement and
proficiency.” A language teacher also “possesses a rich storehouse of mature knowledge, untiring
energy, vigor, adaptability, limitless patience, sympathy, human understanding, and a contagious
enthusiasm for and in love with his subject”. (Wegener 1969, p.169)

Richards (1996) elaborates these points. He states that teachers possess two kinds of
knowledge.
1. Knowledge relates to subject matter and curricular issues and how the content of a lesson can
be presented in an effective and coherent way.
Knowledge relates to teacher’'s personal and subjective philosophy of teaching and teacher’s
view of what constitute good teaching. (Richards 1996, p.4)

o

His research finds out that the second kind of knowledge is affected by year-long professional
trainings and teachers’ first year of teaching. In view of this, it is important to provide entrance
trainings and the first-year on-the-job trainings of newly recruited teachers focusing on these two
aspects in order that they could work harmoniously with an existing team and vice versa.

8 FHEHEEBEXHIMER B T=H
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“Transfers”

“Transfer of learning” is a fundamental assumption of educators. It is to assume that
whatever is learned will be retained or remembered over some interval of time and used in
appropriate situation. There is a common believe that “prior learning affects present learning”,
however, the question of how “prior learning affects present learning” of language teachers remains
an open one. Freeman (1994) suggests that there are two major mistaken notions,

1. knowing in one context will convert into doing in another.
2. most training programs assume that teachers know little about teaching when they enter the
professional training program.

In view of this, new teachers, even who are experienced in language teaching, also need to go
through appropriate trainings. The fundamental purposes of teachers’ trainings include,
1. to convey institution’s beliefs and views about the two kinds of knowledge discussed by
Richards (1996)
2. to compromise on teaching methodology and beliefs whenever there is a discrepancy.

Teachers’ training at CLC

CLC has launched a series of teachers’ trainings through various workshops and academic
forums since 2002 (see table below, for more details please refer to
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/clc_seminar.pdf). CLC continues to work on a systematic approach in
teacher training based on communicative teaching methodology and task-based teaching and
assessment.

Major trainings provided 2002-2005

Content of training organizer/ speaker
Workshops Proficiency-orientated teaching and testing CLC Director
Workshops COPA (computer assisted oral proficiency assessment) | CLC Director
rater training
Workshops Teaching materials preparation based on proficiency- | CLC Academic Division Head
orientated model
Workshops Putonghua teaching for local students CLC University Division Head
Workshops Class types and related pedagogical tools CLC Putonghua Division Head
Workshops Teaching methodology CLC Cantonese Division Head
Workshops On various class types CLC Division Heads and
experienced teachers
Workshops On various teaching materials CLC Division Heads
Academic On linguistic issues, on teaching methodology, on | renowned international
forums Chinese culture, on IT linguists and experts
Special Interest | Sharing by Special Interest Groups on various issues | CLC teachers and staff
Groups related to teaching, testing and IT Techniques

References:

Freeman, Donald (1994) “Knowing into Doing: Teacher education and the problem of transfer”, in
Li, David, Mohoney, D. and Richards, J. (eds) (1994) Exploring Second Language Teacher
Development, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong.

Richards, J. C. (1996) “The maxims of Second Language Teaching”, in Sachs, Gertrude T., Brock
and Lo (eds) (1996) Directions in Second Language Teacher Education, City University of Hong
Kong, Hong Kong.

Wegener, Adolph (1969) “What is a Language Teacher”, In Wilkins, George W Jr. (eds) (1969)

What is a Language Teacher, proceedings of the Fifth Southern Conference on Language
Teaching, Atlanta, February 1969.
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HSK Vocabulary Express (Volume 1)
FiH 45F  Edited by Wang Qi
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ZEHPIME Coming Events for Students
Date H#j Event J&3) Information %&¥}
October 14,2005 (Friday) School Outing Location to be announced
+H+NUE (B#HFD KERAT (Hh SRS AA)

November, 2005 (to be announced)  Cantonese & Putongha Tables During lunch time at Fong Yun Wah Hall
+—H (H¥IM/E A79) J7RE R EEER FHR I T Ir AR 2T
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Activities
L]

YAATIRIES) Cultural Tour

TEA=T2 =1 —HET A H RSO m A IR g R ) AR TE 4L 2= A mrde) M,
SRR AT . mBAESAE L BREK SR . BEAT 2 A IR 4K 2R 1. FRatoez
I AT B I 283 2 Aot o G I 24 A prAR BRI . IR L, SRR A& AT . Bkl
BTG SR p e AR SCAR S . BEAT IR R LK T2l 22 M S AT BGE i i S k.
IXIRIE B EE A [ 2EAT e i T AEAS R B B 22 I S L2, [ IR ARATT T fgAS [a) b DX g v N
AT 48R B TR IE SRS LE AT AR A, AR SR AT !

EOGESN R, T ARIEAIR 0 B 2R L 22K A RIS S, FESE AT R R
B, EARFTM I IR 2 HiES I Chttp://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/photo_gallery.htm) , DL R 2

BT A
I HEA R

Cantonese Divislon Cuttural Tour
30 — 31/7/2005

=

-

JARIR A AT BT A

FEIE S ST BRI HIAE, AR ARG RE T =2 A Xl b
W2

R & ARG, R FANTR] B R 2 AR R T o —
Ao
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IR EE R

Cantonese Division Cultural Tour
30 — 31/7/2005

%’)#EPEI’HZI_J%EEEIEI/\$HE’JI%, }}\Ei
A HASS FEfRTE. BRI

A2, *JEWTﬁi D 513{%‘5”5'%5&)\, %X”
FHERIER “HWE” .
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ANFNIEZ AN E A IEAEZR SR e ?
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Putonghua Divislon Guttural Tour
30 — 31/7/2005

WHIGHALK, FIEEE I
PRt AR AR AL

F T, MEPEFEA AR .
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