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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is
e a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
e a workshop for awareness of basics in testing
e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
e an update with comments on all teaching materials
e a bulletin board to publicize all CLC related news and activities

Teaching/ ;:"S‘Em[ﬁ[i*’ﬂ
Teacher's forum, for TCFSL teachers to exchange views and share experience.
Testing / ?ﬁ% IR
For discussions on issues related to testing.
Learning / 25 % [ll*Y
Student corner for CLC students to share their learning experience.
Materials / 3551 [% EL

Updates, comments and issues related to teaching materials in TCFSL.
Activities / | -~ FIfi

CLC academic activities (e.g. conferences, services, research outcome, etc.)

From the Editor

Starting in 2003, Language Matters(LM) will be published regularly 4 times a year.
Submissions for publication are welcome from all CLC teachers and students,

as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:

1. Language: Either in English or in Chinese.
2. Length: Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus: should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese,

including cultural aspects of langauge learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field
of teaching Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language, both local and
international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727

Fax.: (852) 2603 5004

Web site:  http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc
Email: clec@cuhk.edu.hk
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Two and a half years ago | arrived in Hong
Kong. Because | spoke no Cantonese, | was
anxious to begin my studies at the Language
Center at the Chinese University. After the first
few days of classes, | realized the difficulty of
the task before me. Day after day there was

increased disappointment. It seemed as
though nothing | tried made any difference.
Certainly there had been difficult courses
before, back in America, but there had never
been anything that couldn’t eventually be
learned. Keeping that thought in mind, |
continued, trying one learning method after
another, hoping to find the “secret” to
understanding and speaking the strange
sounding words.

After a year of struggling, one of my
instructors invited me to join a small group
making a trip into China. | would have to
depend on my Cantonese in order to work with
the others. Two days of this sort of practical
“testing” not only reminded me why it was so
important  that | speak Cantonese,

Reynolds, Linda Lee

C-CAN 4512B
( Fall Term 2002-2003 )

it also showed me that my Cantonese, though
filled with errors, had allowed me to
communicate. From that point on, Cantonese
was no longer just an academic challenge. |
had been reminded that it was only a means to
an end.

In the year since that trip, my Cantonese,
although far from where I'd like it to be, has
improved. | still struggle with speaking and
often am frustrated, but now understand most
of what | hear. There are still clumsy moments
of embarrassment, but the “secret’ to learning
had been found. Language has value only as it
enables people to congratulate, encourage,
tease, challenge and befriend. The brief trip
into China helped me shift my focus from
Cantonese, the academic subject, to
Cantonese, the language of the people of
Hong Kong. My instructors and classmates at
the Language Center have provided the
“context” for my learning, and they are the
ones who best understand the secret of
learning, because they are
the secret. P
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Information in this column is provided by Ms. Chu Hsiao-mi.
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CALC Siudens fromcll over ihe world

The alphabetical list of student enrollment below includes those
who applied to CLC directly in Fall term 2002/03.

i
Horea
T

e e
Clrdmim - 3
g

Cantonese Div. Putonghua Div. Total
No. of No. of No. Of
Country Students % Students % Students %
Australia 0 0.0 5 2.7 5 1.7
Belgium 0 0.0 3 1.6 3 1.0
Canada 4 3.4 3 1.6 7 2.3
China 10 8.5 8 44 18 6.0
Costa Rica 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
Eurasia 0 0.0 1 0.5 1 0.3
Finland 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
France 3 2.6 5 2.7 8 2.7
Germany 1 0.9 4 2.2 5 1.7
India 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
Indonesia 3 2.6 1 0.5 4 1.3
Ireland 1 0.9 1 0.5 2 0.7
Italy 1 0.9 1 0.5 2 0.7
Japan 38 32.5 57 31.3 95 31.8
Korea 6 5.1 24 13.2 30 10.0
Malagasy Republic 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
Malaysia 1 0.9 3 1.6 4 1.3
Mexico 2 1.7 0 0.0 2 0.7
Netherlands 0 0.0 1 0.5 1 0.3
New Zealand 0 0.0 2 1.1 2 0.7
Norway 1 0.9 1 0.5 2 0.7
Philippines 1 0.9 1 0.5 2 0.7
Singapore 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
Slovenia 0 0.0 1 0.5 1 0.3
Spain 0 0.0 2 1.1 2 0.7
Taiwan 2 1.7 0 0.0 2 0.7
Tanzania 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
Thailand 0 0.0 1 0.5 1 0.3
Turkey 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3
United Kingdom 7 6.0 5 2.7 12 4.0
US.A 28 23.9 51 28.0 79 26.4
Vietnam 1 0.9 1 0.5 2 0.7
Number of Students in Cantonese Division: 117 Number of Students in Putonghua Division: 182
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CLC: Serving the Community
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CLC Seminars and Activities

Seminars

Date Descriptions
04/12/2002 |7fE : Multi-model Corpus and Multi-media Teaching
Y © Professor Gu Yueguo (‘#-I3%) , Head of Contemporary Linguistics Dept. at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences and Dean of the School of English Language Communication at the
Beijing Foreign Studies University
PORT T A
17/12/2002  |FERE © & IS S HA g A g e
o AR P9 (Professor Gui Shichun), # T 9t & 91275091 IR 7 5752 iR T 7 S R 0 e 2 a8
Ll IR
Activities
Date Descriptions
1774172002 |4 Frty % 3= A7 2T U H RV (B PR AR BRI T SRR g RS BT -
30/9/2002 Group and Individual Tutoring
to From September 30, 2002, some of Center's most experienced instructors were available for group or a

22/11/2002 15-minute individual tutoring for students who need extra help from instructors. Students could take this
opportunity to tackle problems in their study. This is part of Center’s continuous efforts to provide the best
learning environment for students.

5/11/2002 Lunchtime Chat (Cantonese Division)
12:30-1:30 PM | The aim was to provide more relaxed informal opportunities for students to use the language that they are
Tuesday studying with their teachers and schoolmates, 10 teachers and 80 students are participated.

6/11/2002 Lunchtime Chat (Putonghua Division)
12:30-1:30 PM |The aim was to provide more relaxed informal opportunities for students to use the language that they are
Wednesday |[studying with their teachers and schoolmates, 9 teachers and 70 students are participated.

11/10/2002 School Outing

Students were led by their class coordinators to different places in Hong Kong. This event was well-
received. It is an valuable addition for less formal interactions with instructors, providing opportunities to
use Chinese in enriching contexts. Students were encouraged to make an effort to participate, and to use
nothing but Putonghua or Cantonese for the day.

summer Application Accepted Now

Application for CLC’s most enthusiastically embraced programs are accepted starting January 15, 2003. Schedule and
fees are listed below. Please check our web site for more information.

Summer Term (Regular Program) Monday, May 26, 2003 — Friday, August 8, 2003 Tuition: HK$17,325
Four-Week Summer Program Monday, July 14, 2003 — Friday, August 8, 2003 Tuition: HK$ 8,000

Cutlural Tour (optional) Sunday, August 10, 2003 — Saturday, August 16, 2003

Note: Cutural Tour to Beijing for the Putonghua Program, to Zhongshan and other cities on the Pearl River Delta for the Cantonese
Program. (Tour fee for Putonghua Program: HK$6,000; Cantonese Program: HK$3,000)

Information in this column is provided by Mr. Eddie Sin.
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