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Language Matters is the official Nlewsletter of CLC, which serves as
o astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns

e a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture Editor/3: 4
e a bulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field L
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From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong
Notes for submission:

1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Building
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel. 1 (852) 2609 6727
Fax. : (852) 2603 5004
Email . clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective, please note source if quoted from Language Matters.
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My thoughts on leaming Putonghua outside the classroom

When | first started attending Mandarin
classes at the Chinese Language Center (May
2004), | would often go to the student cafeteria
after class for lunch. One day, | spotted a group
of section four students having lunch. When |
joined them, | was pleasantly surprised to hear
them speaking only Mandarin. Since these
students were Japanese and Korean, it would
have been easier and more convenient for them
to speak in their native languages. Hearing them
speaking only Mandarin showed me how serious
and committed they were about mastering the
language. It encouraged me to meet with one of
our section student’s everyday after class, with
the rule being to converse only in Mandarin the
entire time we were together.

| strongly believe that if a person desires to
learn a new language, one of the best ways to
learn to speak fluently is by committing
themselves to daily speaking the language with
other people in a relaxed, natural environment.
The obvious benefit from consistent verbal
practice of the language is the improvement of
valuable listening and comprehension skills. And
through verbal practice of the language, we
exercise and build the muscles in our mouth and
tongue required to correctly reproduce many of
the foreign sounds and syllables required to form
words (much like the way we exercise or
condition our bodies to prepare us to play certain
sports or do specific activities).

| found at least three other benefits to
meeting with fellow classmates directly after
class for lunch to practice speaking Mandarin:

1. Ideas, concepts and new vocabulary
words were still fresh in our minds so we
could more easily remember what we
had just studied and also reinforce the
information.

2. The setting was in a relaxed, casual
environment. Sharing a meal with others
is one of the most common ways we

k42 3 Hino, Jon David

31540 Putonghua Programme Division
PTH 3215A (Spring 04-05)

Nationality: USA

converse and connect with people.
Enjoying a meal with others while
practicing our newfound language allows
our speech to evolve naturally, not
having to contrive or simulate a
conversation.

3. Because the conversations were with
students who were all at the same or
close to the same level. This meant that
we could understand what the other
person was saying, which helps build or
at least maintain one’'s confidence. It
also meant that the other person would
not have to worry too much about
simplifying their language skills so the
other students could understand what
was being said.

If time does not permit the students to meet
for lunch, another time during the day would
work just as well. Daily practice is the key. And
most importantly, | believe having fun while
learning, helps keep me constantly motivated to
learn and grow. | believe the teachers and staff
at the Chinese University of Hong Kong's
Chinese Language Center do an excellent job of
creating a safe, fun environment for learning.
They are always available to meet with, help and
even have lunch with the students. With the
combination of great teachers and motivated
students, anyone can take their language skills
to a higher level.

Jon David Hino (left 1, back) participated in CLC Putonghua Table in 2004.
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My Experience in Learning Chinese
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About HK Newspapers and Magazines
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The Evolution of Chinese Character
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Comparison Between Putonghua and Cantonese

4 ML Ms. Chen Fan K& I Mr. Chang Kwun Hung FE T Ms. Wan Ka Man
University Programme Division Cantonese Programme Division Cantonese Programme Division
(KAL) (" A fid) (" ARuEd)

1. to face upward
g3k yangqi téu

&k ngohk gou tauh
FROGEIL T, HRimiEsk!

Néih lauh beihhyut la, faaidi
ngohk gou go tauh la!

Your nose is bleeding. Tilt your head upward right now!

2. to wag one's head smugly
2L %M yao téu huang nao

WEM, —AWrE A —bREk%
v, SERETERT .

Fing 3k Fing £ fihng tauh fihng gai
Néih taihah kéuih, yatbihn téng
yamngohk, yatbihn fihng tauh
fihng gai, gwai séi gam touhjeui.

Look! She’s wagging her head while listening to the music. What a happy frame of mind she is.

3. to doze off
{THRE da késhui iEAREI hap ngaahnfan
thEHEEH BT ERER T . ' Kéuih tai tai hah dihnying

hap ngaahnfan.

4. to shake one’s head
FEMi4%/4% L yao naodail yao téu
bR T RS, BRERANIE.

¥k nihngtauh

Kéuih nihnghah go tauh gam
gong, “ngoéh janhaih tjidou.”

He shakes his head and says, “I really have no idea.”

5. to nod one’s head

£k dian téu %3k ngahptauh
P UL BN BB ST B ER B ATTA—HE, o Téngginwah Yandouh yahn ge
AT S B S jaahpgwaan tuhng ngéhdeih

intuhng, kéuihdeih ngahptauh
jauh ingai, nihngtauh sinji gai.

It has been said that Indian custom is different from ours. Indians nod if they disagree, and shake their heads if they do.

% Putonghua % Cantonese Language Matters Autumn 2008 9
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Quality of CSL Teachers : As reflected by student feedback
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CLC B I IR M ER T
CLC trains top business students Chinese
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As a key player in the CUHK undergraduate
programmes, CLC is going to launch a very intensive
summer programme for students from a CUHK Global
Business Studies partner, South Carolina University
(SCU).

Global Business Studies of CUHK is the keenest
competed subject among all undergraduate studies in
CUHK. Each year, only 20 very top local and non-local

mAaEA: CirHD 2R~ % B AR KR, Mr. Kendall

Roth, Mr. Scott Koerwer (8~ % 340 M K=/ F Bl Be k<), B =41
P, (FH) APrTBGE & 252, Dr. David Hudgens, A7
L IRSER TR IR

From left to right: (Front) Prof. Gordon Cheung, Director, Office of Summer
Programmes; Mr. Kendall Roth (Chair, Sonoco International Business
Department, SCU); Mr. Scott Koerwer (Deputy Dean, Moore School of
Business, SCU); Dr. Weiping Wu, CLC Director. (Back) Ellen Mak, Head of
Administration, CLC; Dr. David Hudgens (Associate Director,
Undergraduate Division, Moore School of Business, SCU); Mr. Jonathan
Wong, Head of Putonghua Division, CLC.

students can be admitted to the programme. It has
entered into exchange agreement with SCU, whose
similar programme ranked number one in U.S. CLC is
going to offer SCU international students more than 300
hours of intensive Putonghua training each summer for 2
years starting from 2010.

The Deputy Dean and some senior staff of SCU
Business School visited CLC and CUHK on 26
September to get acquainted with the programmes.
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Activities & News

POINT XINHUA BOOKCITY

CLC/ CUHK Chinese Language and Cultural
Activity Center@ Xinhua Book City
(Enrolment service is not available)

Basement, Metropole Department Store

No. 416-430 King’'s Road, North Point

(Please use Wellcome/ Jusco staircase for access)
North Point MTR Exit B1 walk to the west for 1 minute.

UPER
2NN SST ORE

ALl o AbAHBER S BL e PH AP AT A — 2

Wk o AT T B EIE ARk, ATAEME . ZDRE . A T R R
Transportation : MTR North Point Station Exit B1, walk to the west for 1 minute.

Ferry

Hr /New World Bus:
B\ I2/Tunnel bus

Tram and bus stop nearby
2, 2A, 8S, 10, 18, 18P, 19, 23, 23B, 27, 38, 41A, 42, 63, 65, 77, 81, 81A, 82, 85, 89R, 99, 529

: 102, 106,110, 112,116,307P, 601, 619, 671, 680, 680A, 680P, 690, 692, 811, All

Language Matters Autumn 2008

: 10 minutes walk to North Point Ferry. Accessible to Kwun Tong, Hung Hom and Kowloon City.
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ﬂ@ E&#H17H B Updates

Evening programmes January 2009 intake admission opens now. Putonghua, Cantonese and
Chinese reading courses in Tsim Sha Tsui, North Point and Shatin.

2009 £ 1 AJFURBEIE R AARGCCERAEI CRA, AN T RE RS . i N HEERE, JME AL
TEAG . B SRS R, ARUPME A JEAORT R T A vb HEAKE B R

PERS I M T Website : www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/e_ssp.htm
#rif Enquiry : 2609 6727

Spring and Summer 2009 Full-time Chinese Language Programmes (Putonghua/ Mandarin or

Cantonese)
Programmes Date (Year 2009)
Regular Spring Term Jan. 5 to Apr. 17
Regular Summer Term Jun. 2 to Aug. 10
w1 Jan. 5-23
S1 Jun. 2-29

Location: CUHK Shatin Campus
Website:www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/summer.htm

Enquiry: 2609 6727
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