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Language Matters is the official Newsletter of CLC, which serves as
e astudent corner for learners of Chinese to share their experience and concerns;
e aplatform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share their views;
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture;

e ahbulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field.

Editor/2 ;7@
Dr. Weiping WU
Learning / 24 RiPY

. . = 8
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience. AESEEIETE EdItOI’/FH_ {F}

Dr. LEE Siu-lun
Teaching / F5jfity

For Chinese teachers to exchange views. Eelimpiel Board/;ﬁ %
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For discussions'on language and culture.
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CLC activities and news in teaching Chinese as a foreign/second language.

From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Centre

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : Continuing Education Section University Programme Section
Yale-China Chinese Language Centre Yale-China Chinese Language Centre
The Chinese University of Hong Kong The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Building LG9, K.K. Leung Building
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel. : (852) 3943 6727

Fax : (852) 2603 5004

Email : clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site :  http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc
Find Us On f
facebook

http://www.facebook.com/CLCCUHK

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective, please note source if quoted from Language Matters.
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Learning

My experiences in studying Chinese characters

I would like to share with you my experiences in studying
Chinese characters. I originally come from Finland and currently
study Putonghua on level three. Many aspects of my mother tongue
are different compared to Chinese language. For example, the
pronunciation of Finnish language is easier but, on the other hand,
grammar is much more complicated than in Chinese. Additionally,
the Finnish language uses alphabets but Chinese language uses
Chinese characters, which definitely is the biggest difference
between these two languages. I have understood that some
foreigners study Chinese by only using Pinyin without studying
Chinese characters at all. In my opinion, this studying method is
not ideal, because studying Chinese characters helps a lot to
understand Chinese language and culture.

The pronunciation and tones of Chinese are very difficult to
me. Therefore, I often do not understand Chinese people when they
talk, especially, if they come from an area of a different Chinese
dialect. But if I can write and read Chinese, I can take care of some
simple tasks like reading a map, looking train or bus timetables,
reading announcements, etc. Understanding of Chinese characters
is especially important when you travel in China.

Furthermore, 1 also enjoy studying Chinese characters,
because they have thousands of years of history, and also very
interesting structure as well. Why do I say that there is a
connection between studying Chinese characters and Chinese
history? Because if you know Chinese history, for example,
understand ancient Chinese people’s way of living, then it is also
easier to understand the structure of certain Chinese characters or
radicals. When I study characters, I often analyze them and try to
understand the meaning, the key radical and phonetic component
of the characters. This way it is easier to memorize them. In
addition to this method I also have other sorts of studying methods.
Of course, my most important tools are a pen and a piece of paper.
Because Chinese characters are very easy to forget, I need to
review them almost every day and write them again and again,
especially rarely used characters. Another useful method is to use
also other Chinese books or material in addition to the teaching
material of the University. By doing this I can study new words
and also practice and review those characters already learnt.

I also practice characters when 1 am walking or onboard a
bus or train. There are all kinds of sign, bills and posters
everywhere in Hong Kong and while travelling on MTR it is
possible to watch the cable TV. First, I try to remember some
characters and then to guess the meaning of the text. Quite often I
do not get it correctly, but sometimes I am both surprised and
delighted when I have understood a piece of news or an
announcement.

I hope that every fellow student enjoys his or her studies at
the Chinese University. I wish the very best school term to all of
you! Harvest and enrich!

Fo=H MARA, Timi Markus
F13F]577= Putonghua Programme Division
EPTﬁl%ZlSA Spring Term 2012-13

Nationality: Finland
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Experience of looking for a job and job interview

R fﬁ:{ff FUKUI, Hotaka
f =94~ Cantonese Programme Division
CA?\E441 5 Spring Term 2012-13
Nationality: Japan
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Teaching The Evolution of Chinese Character
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University Programme Section
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Recipient : Mr. CHANG, Kwun Hung, Jonathan, Cantonese teacher from the University Programme Section
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Prof. LEUNG Yuen Sang (right), Dean of the Faculty of Arts, presented a certificate of award to Mr. J. CHANG (centre).
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Retirement
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Retiring workman Mr. YIU Man Shing and CLC director Dr. Weiping WU.
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Congratulations to the new born in !

2012 !
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PRINCH (Pragmat Internship in China) 2013
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In Memoriam

PIFICHE RS YRR I 7 2013 By
i 995 % Jpwrgmﬁréwﬁ{ g 1998#4@?"*3"&¥FW ﬁ T
BERAR 2011 FH fg.p&%ﬂr e e
2003-2004 = 1% {5, 75 [ﬂff} *(ﬂ‘e@%ﬁjpi ’ [@:EZ Tk | Language Matters
,;r:;,\ AREFE i, QA FIE riﬁfﬂ *ﬂpﬁ :“[?E[J
mpwfﬁ;lr@-w M%}r iy m I sl

AL BT A S R . |
http://www. memorial. gov. hk/tc/user/0635096375725885019/defau1t. aspx

Ms. CHEN Fan, our beloved teacher, and services have brought her the Best Teacher Award in 2003-2004. For
a former head of the Academic Activities academic development, Chen laoshi was the associate editor of Language
Division and the University Programme Matters for many years and was the editor-in-charge for textbook “A
Division, left us on 16 June 2013. Chen Putonghua short course for Chinese dialects speakers - elementary”. She
laoshi first served as a part-timer from contributed abundantly to the areas of teacher training, language testing and
1995 and became a full-time teacher in curriculum development. We fellow colleagues and students would like to
1998. She was promoted to Senior express our heartfelt condolences to Chen laoshi’s family.
Lecturer in 2011. Chen laoshi is
exceptionally experienced in teaching You can leave a message for Chen laoshi with memories at the

Putonghua and well respected by teachers ~ following web page.
and students. Her meritorious teaching http://www. memorial. gov. hk/tc/user/0635096375725885019/defaul t. aspx
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and Learning:
of Pragmatic Abilities

o
Guest speakers and V|LS took picture in Cho Yiu Hall.

The 3rd International Symposium on CSL Teaching and
Learning was held on 22 March, 2013. The Symposium was
organized by the Yale-China Chinese Language Centre of CUHK,
with the support from the Research Centre for Chinese Linguistics
of the Department of Chinese Language & Literature and
Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages. Themed
‘Linguistics and CSL Teaching and Learning: Theories and
Practices in the Training of Pragmatic Abilities’, the organizer
invited key players in the field from mainland China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, the US, Singapore and attracted stakeholders such as
language teachers and postgraduates to join. The Symposium was
well-received with over 150 participants.

Dr. WU Weiping, host of the academic event said that the
purpose of the Symposium was to bridge CSL researchers and

12 g MEL AT IR Fz L

practitioners. Prof. FENG Shengli of the Chinese Department
reinforced the important function of such a “bridge”, which
allows for researchers to learn what is going on in the teaching
field and the teachers to benefit from findings in CSL research.

The Symposium is one of the CUHK’s 50th Anniversary
celebratory events. Prof. LEUNG Yuen Sang, Dean of Faculty
of Arts, gave an opening remark, commenting that the organizer
and co-organizers are forming a “golden triangle” on language
teaching and research. He praised all parties concerned for their
efforts to provide such a platform so that professionals, teachers
and graduate students can meet and share their views.

(Note: CSL= ““Chinese as a Second Language”™)
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I wish to congratulate the Yale-China Language Center on its Golden Anniversary. It was over 20
years ago that I, as a young aspiring actor and singer, took my place at my first lesson at Yale-China. Much
of my formal education had been based within the traditions of English language and culture, and I had only
ever performed in that language. Though I was led initially by the desire to expand my Chinese language
skills and give myself more opportunities, the teachers and fellow students opened me to another world
leading not only to a better understanding of the Chinese language, but of Chinese culture and values. From
this experience I have learnt the importance of language as a path to understanding and empathy, and its
power to forge peace and friendship.

I am particularly grateful to my teachers at Yale-China Language Center, for their generosity and
patience, and I know that their teachings have helped to shape my life and work since those days so many
years ago. To all the staff and students at Yale-China, I congratulate you on being a part of this wonderful
organization and wish you many more years of good health, happiness and joy.
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L1 dzay CHAN (Hong Kong)
Putonghua class 1990
HK movie and stage actress. Best actress winner, Golden Horse Award 1992.
HK Ballet ex-chief dancer
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1969-1971
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Kunihiko MAKITA (Japan)

Putonghua class 1969-1971

Retired ambassador of Japan in Singapore
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Nozomu Of(ETYAMA (Japan)

Cantonese class 2002-2003
Professor, Department of International Studies, Tamagawa University

fE1- (2013 F HFH0E): ST 13 F1 > S F P X fmfﬂ 15“Surie” °
Corrigenda (Spring issue, 2013): on page 13, the family name of the eminent alumni should spell “Surie”.
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50th anniversary gifts and memorabilia =

HK$120

HK$60

USB 4GB
7 £} with gift box
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On the Path of Language and Culture” (Hardcover, 64 pages.)
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Commemorative stamps (12 year-of-snake local postage included)
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Chinese Pop Song Singing Contest
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Open to all non-native Chinese speaking students (University Programme Division and Continuing Education
Division), with 2 competing groups namely Putonghua song and Cantonese song.
Deadline for entrance: September 30. Preliminary contest: October 17-18. Finals: November 2 (Sat) morning.
Details will be posted on CLC web site soon.
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CLC Alumni Home-coming and Gala Dinner
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I?E‘[?‘] : www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/50/gala

Where you can meet your old friends, teachers and generations of fellow students; where you can explore the new
features in one of the greenest campus in Hong Kong; where you can recall the good old days as a student and to share
your reminiscence with us.

Date: 15 November 2013 (Friday)

Performance and campus tour Gala dinner
Time 5:00-6:30 p.m. 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Location Fong Yun Wah Hall Chung Chi Staff Club
Fee Free of charge HK$300 per person

Website : www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/50/gala
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Study programmes & services
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Hong Kong PRINCH (Language & Culture Immersion in

HK) Fall Term only
A 3-credit Putonghua/ Cantonese course for CLC Cert./ Dip./ A. Dip students.

Date: September 18 to December 4, 2013 (reports on Wednesday morning). Special
visits/activities on other weekday(s) and weekend(s) subject to further notice.
Highlights: (1) A trio of teaching modes is adopted to include small group language
knowledge, language activities and language practices or visits. Each session puts
empbhasis on applications and personalized input.

(2) Counselors coaching students at a ratio of 1 to 5.

Themes: history and tradition, business and enterprise, economy and living, modern
living, education and culture.

More information at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/PRINCH/

HSK (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi) J&& <2 H &k

HSK is an international standardized exam that tests and rates Chinese language proficiency.
It assesses non-native Chinese speakers’ abilities in using the Chinese language in their
daily, academic and professional lives.
Chinese Proficiency Test

Next test date in CUHK: 1 December 2013 (Sunday) -
Tests opened (subject to minimum enrolment): HSK level 1 to 6. HSKK beginner, ‘;R'LE}'}(EIZ% iﬁ
intermediate and advanced level.

Test site: Yasumoto International Academic Park, Lower Campus, CUHK.
Online application: www.chinesetest.cn
More information at www.cuhk.edu.hk/cle/hsk

Regular award-bearing programmes TFIIJ’-TJ SRR

Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading for non-native speakers
Location: CUHK Shatin campus

- 16 September to 6 December
Gl S - Orientation: 12 September
. - 20 January to 17 April
Sl Uil AU - Orientation: 16 January

www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/regular

Evening/ weekend part-time programmes fFifi]/ Y57 A GEFH
* Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading for non-native speakers
¢ Putonghua and Cantonese for native Chinese speakers
Most classes start in January, April, July and October, with some in May and September.

Location: Tsim Sha Tsui Learning Centre/ Shatin campus
www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/part-time
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