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Why did you choose to study geography? What drew
you to it?
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My father brought home an atlas when | was in primary
school. By looking it up, | learnt about different places in
the world—knowledge which could be integrated with
that of other disciplines such as economics, history, and
the arts. | have since loved to read atlases. My interest
in geography was further heightened by field trips in
secondary school.

EPRRHE REAMABIRMBEFEESH?

What are the differences between studying
geography in CUHK and other tertiary
institutions?
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Geography encompasses a range of knowledge that
includes physical, human and urban geography, and
the emerging field, geoinformation science, with which
it has a reciprocal cause-effect relationship. A single
department cannot cover all these fields. The Chinese
University’s geography programme manages to strike a
balance between various fields and emphasizes regional
development. Graduates are much sought after by graduate
schools and employers in a vast range of sectors.
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HEGERRR TEEEWMLHFENIE?
What are your responsibilities as Associated Pro-
Vice-Chancellor?
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| assist Prof. P.C. Ching, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, in campus
development and management. With the new Area 39,
the campus makes up about 0.1% of the total area of Hong
Kong. That’s a sizeable area and the steep topography
pose challenges for development and management.

BRIRILBRLEERE XERLEFEXE?
What have been the challenges so far? What
support have you received?
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As campus development involves many stakeholders,

there must be a high degree of transparency and
communication. The most challenging task is to make
sure that messages are relayed to all concerned in a
timely fashion, so they will understand the whole picture
and be able to comment on it. The effort of our frontline
workers in maintaining the campus environment is also
crucial. The Campus Development Office provides
us with state-of-the-art architectural designs and the
Estates Management Office maintains a quality physical
environment for us. There are other contributions in the
form of long-term support from the Colleges, students

and alumni.

PR IRRETRE TR B ?
How has CUHK been performing in environmental
protection and energy saving?
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CUHK was conferred the silver award of the 2008 Hong
Kong Awards for Environmental Excellence Sectoral
Awards under the category of Public Sector and Non-
Government Organizations. The award recognizes the
University’s excellence in hardware enhancement such
as greening, environmental protection and conservation.
But awareness and daily practice are most important as
the state of our environment is affected by our behaviour.
If we commit ourselves to adopting green practices,
damage to earth will be lessened in the long run. That
is why the University is concerned about environmental
promotion and education. The launched
Environmental Sustainability Ambassador Programme
aims at encouraging introspection on how to lighten
our carbon footprint by means of various activities and

newly

education led by staff and student ambassadors.

(== @EEREROA?
What is the progress on the ‘3+3+4’ capital
projects?
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Superstructural works for Morningside College and
S.H. Ho College, and site clearance for Lee Woo Sing
College have begun. C.W. Chu College and Wu Yee
Sun College are currently on the drawing board. Site
clearance for the other four capital projects, namely, the
Library Extension, the Student Amenity Centre, Teaching
Complex IlI, and the Centralized General Research Lab
Complex, is expected to begin soon.
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What is the role of the green publication Sustainable
Campus?
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Sustainable Campus is not only an
publication introducing our environmental works,
development, and unique ecological conditions to
enhance the understanding of ‘sustainability’; it is also a
means of communication.

informative

ZERRIBRBELE REFSHEBRAR?
8Throughout the vyears, you have served the
community. What public services are you currently
involved in?
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Since the government started geoinformation science
application in the 1990s, | have provided consultancy
and training services to various government departments
such as the Planning Department, Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD), and
Environmental Protection Department. | am a member
of the Task Force on Hong Kong Geopark, AFCD, and |
comment on the balance of sightseeing and conservation
for geoparks in Sai Kung.

MARKR=F—FT7 EEEFRIRZ?
Having worked for over two decades in CUHK,
do you have any special feelings?
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Both the University and Hong Kong have gone through
rapid changes these years. Life is tense and an infinite
number of problems emerge, waiting to be solved. |

urge students to equip themselves for the challenges
ahead.
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What do you do in your spare time?
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| study geography, which makes it natural that I'm
interested in hiking. It’s a healthy activity that allows
you to appreciate the landscape. | often go to Tai Po
Kau Country Park where | sometimes bump into CUHK
colleagues. 1 swim on summer mornings and | like
classical music. £
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Prof. Hsiung Ping-chen will be featured in the
next instalment of ‘TEN QUESTIONS FOR’.



