
• Identifies and applies practical solutions to social 
problems by combining innovation, 
resourcefulness and opportunity

• Pursuit of opportunity to create
social change regardless of the resources 
currently control

• Focuses on social value creation
• Innovates by finding a new product, a new 

service, or a new approach to a societal problem
(source from the Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship, by Dr. Klaus Schwab)

Defining a Social Entrepreneur
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Sustainability Strategy:
Commercial methods 
support social programs

Sustainability Strategy:
Doing well by

doing good



Search for more innovative solutions that 
lead to sustainable improvements

Search for more innovative solutions that 
lead to sustainable improvementssustainable improvements

Challenges faced by Social Enterprises

• decreasing supports and resources
• competition from for-profit organizations
• effectiveness to meet social needs
• outcomes-based rather than needs-based


