The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
1st Semester, 2025-26

CULS 5223 Animals and Society

Lecturer: Chan Yin Ha
Email: chanyh@cuhk.edu.hk
Timetable: Friday / 2:30 - 5:15 pm
Venue: LSK 308

Objectives:

This course begins with asking the following questions about humans and animals/nature:

How does modern life shape our relations with nonhuman animals?
How does the postmodern media construct our ecological imaginary?
How does the wildlife respond to human influences?

The discussion is structured into three interconnected realms of inquiry:

A. Zootopia in Distress - Animals in the City (Lecture A1-A5)
Establishes a cultural studies framework for analysing human-animal relations in
society. Examines human-animal relations in urban spaces, analysing pet cultures,
stray animal policies, and industrial farming to reveal how cities shape interspecies
coexistence.

B. Jurassic World in Process - Media Representations of Animals (Lecture B1-B4)
Investigates portrayals of animals in animation, film, and literature, exploring how
these depictions influence public perceptions and attitudes toward real animals.

C. Madagascar in Crisis - Wildlife Endangerment (Lecture C1-C4)
Assesses human impacts on wildlife through case studies of zoos, tourism, and
marine exploitation, rethinking contemporary conservation approaches.

Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Articulate the cultural, ethical, and political concerns surrounding other-than-human
animals through interdisciplinary cultural studies frameworks.
2. Analyse the interconnectedness of culture, animals, and the environment,
applying interdisciplinary approaches to real-world challenges.
3. Evaluate how human-nonhuman entanglements shape identities, spaces, and
social structures in contemporary life.
4. Practice multispecies justice and ethical coexistence by integrating theories of
care, equity, and ecological responsibility into tangible actions.

Medium of Instruction:

English (with teaching materials in English and Chinese)
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Teaching/learning activities:

Lectures, tutorials, presentations, discussions, small assignments, quizzes, and study
tours.

Assessment:

1. Lecture and Tutorial Participation, small assignments and quizzes (20%)
Students are expected to actively participate in lectures and tutorials. Performances
will be factored into the participation grade.

2. Tutorial Presentation and Discussion (20%)

Students will be divided into groups in tutorials for presentations and discussions on
issues covered in lectures. The presentation should last approximately 25 minutes,

followed by a 20-minute question-and-answer session led by the presenters.

3. Proposal on term paper (10%)

Students will need to select a topic they are interested in and conduct in-depth studies
on, examining issues or phenomena related to the course. It should demonstrate your
understanding of the concern for nonhuman animals from cultural studies perspectives.
Proposals will be presented in Week 11 (November 14, 2025), accompanied by a printed
script. The revised version (not exceeding 1,000 words) should be submitted in class in

Week 12.

A written proposal should include:
(1) Topic/Scope, research question, and purpose
(2) methodology
(3) outline
(4) references (not included in the 1000 words)

4. Final Paper (50%) of 3000-4000 words (Due Date: 5 Dec 2025)
Assessment guidelines:
(1) The term paper should demonstrate your understanding of the concern for
nonhuman animals from cultural studies perspectives.
(2) You are expected to critically examine an issue/a topic concerning human-
animal relations with the theories or concepts you learn in this course.
(3) Structure and style of writing

You are expected to submit a well-structured academic paper. Use MLA in-text

citation style with “Works Cited” at the end of your paper. Submit your paper
with the VeriGuide report to Blackboard.
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Area A, Zootopia in Distress - Animals in the city

Week 1
Al. Introduction: The Human and Non-human Connections
Broaden the human mindset

Reading:
(1) Haraway, Donna J. “Intro.” When Species Meet. University of Minnesota Press, 2007,
pp. 3-44.

(2) Morizot, Baptiste. “Introduction: The ecological crisis as a crisis of sensibility,”
Ways of Being Alive, translated by Andrew Brown, Polity, 2022. (E&FHr4 - EF £
Z, MGETRE . (ERBEMZARINEH) | (EZ2RXE) , BUFEXK,
2021, = 9-39, )

Extended Reading;:
(3) Franklin, Adrian. “Good to Think With: Theories of Human-Animal Relations in
Modernity;” Animals and Modern Cultures: A Sociology of Human-Animal Relations in
Modernity, SAGE Publications, 1999, pp. 15-37.

(4) Goodall, Jane. “In the Shadow of Man,” “Man’s Inhumanity.” In the Shadow of
Man, Mariner Books. 2009. (& e 1 (BRMNETEMR) F+ZE (AR
) 8= +&F (NEMIFEAM) | ML, 1997, )

Tutorial: Jane Goodall and Her Chimps (60 Minutes, 13 mins) (Screening and discussion)

Week 2
A2. Nurturing the Non-human Children
How do animals become pets in modern society?

Reading:
(1) DeMello, Margo. “The Pet Animal.” Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human
Animal Studies, Columbia University Press, 2012, pp. 146-69.

Extended Reading:
(2) Franklin, Adrian. “Pets and Modern Culture.” Animals and Modern Cultures: A
Sociology of Human-Animal Relations in Modernity, SAGE Publications, 1999, pp. 85-
104.

(3) Poon, Shuk-Wah. “Dogs and British Colonialism: The Contested Ban on Eating
Dogs in Colonial Hong Kong.” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 2014,
Vol. 42 (2), pp. 308-328.

@ ERE: (AR  EABRE) . (HMMEE 7 —Hm . $i#EX
2) . B, 2017F, H93-136,

Tutorial: Why Do People Have Pets? (8 mins) (Screening and discussion)
How to make good use of Al in studies
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Week 3
A3. Urbanising the “Stray” Species
Protection or control?

Reading:
(1) Wang, Chih-hung & Kao Yu-ting. “The Animal Folding of Urban

Territorialization: The Texture of Human-animal Relationship in Open Space.” (£
&oh - SEEE - (EHBREEREIMIKIE « FIMER R AEE MR GAVAEE )

(H3ERFFT) 67 BR - 2017 - E1-32 )
(2) Creed, Barbara. “Introduction,” “1. Stray Thoughts,” “7. Stray Dogs,” “12. Stray
Ethics,” “13. Straying into the Anthropocene,” Stray: Human-Animal Ethics in the
Anthropocene. Power Publications, 2018.

Extended Reading:
@) ZA+—H, FBEERMEHE. (NEZR, BR2EFAWNE?) | (HWIEMNH
= RED - (HEBENRE) . (EERS)  =HLhRit, 20134, H95-
122,

Tutorial: Frontline cat rescuer sharing community animal situations and first-hand rescue
experiences.

Week 4
A4. Industrialising Nature
Can we eat meat with ethics?

Reading:

(1) Singer, Peter. “Down on the Factory Farm.” Animal Liberation, Ecco, 2002, pp. 95-158.
(#1585 . B=F (LRICEZHOEBHER) - (BB - 575K - BXEE - B
RAEMHE - 1996 &F - H 183-281 ¢ )

(2) Foer, Jonathan Safran. “I do.” “Storytelling.” Eating Animals, Back Bay Books, 2010.
(#HH: (XERS) - (BMBER) - (281 KOKRFWEMR) - =257
2020 - B 221-99° ) *

Extended Reading:

(3) Paarlberg, Robert. “Agriculture, the Environment, and Farm Animals.” Food Politics:
What Everyone Needs to Know? Oxford University Press, 2010, pp.110-126. (4)
Damron, W. Stephen. “29. Animals in Sustainable Agriculture.” Introduction to Animal
Science: Global, Biological, Social, and Industry Perspective, 6th ed. Pearson, 2018.

Tutorial:

Watch before class: Eating Animals, a film by Christopher Quinn; produced by Natalie
Portman, Christopher Quinn, Jonathan Safran Foer; directed by Christopher Quinn, Ro*Co
Films 2017. (96 mins) https:/ /julac-
cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1d12t2q/alma9910397940927
03407

Answer the following two questions on the Discussion Board before coming to class. The
Discussion Board will be closed when the class begins:

1. What are the two moments or facts in the documentary that impress you the most?

2. What does it tell you about factory farming and our diet?
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Week 5
A5. Gendering Animals
The feminine and the masculine

Reading:
(1) Chang, Ning Jennifer. “Women in the Chase: Sports, Empire, and Gender in
Shanghai, 1860-1945,” Chinese Studies in History, 54:2, 2021, pp. 130-148. (5&
2. (Ey  EREMWR IR DBRINFEZEBFHXE) - (ORNPEE
TP E) - 308 - 2017 - B 1-66 ¢ )
(2) Kohlstedt, Sally Gregory. “Nature by Design: Masculinity and Animal Display
in Nineteenth-Century America.” Figuring It Out: Science, Gender, and Visual

Culture, ed. by Ann B. Shteir and Bernard Lightman, University Press of New
England, 2006, pp. 110-139. *

Extended Reading:

(3) Herzog, Hal. “Prom Queen Kills First Deer on Sixteenth Birthday: Gender and the
Human-animal Relationship.” Some We Love, Some We Hate, Some We Eat' Why It's So

Hard to Think Straight About Animals, Harper Perennial, 2021. ( BF18% - &84
E . FNE (EPESERETAREHIBRE—ZIRRE MR ABREHYBAZRN
B ) - (BRUTERIREY?EERY? . ABEHY  BERHE)  BEX
£+ 2012 % - H188-213 ° )

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on “Nature by Design”.

Area B, Jurassic World in Process - Media representations of animals

Week 6
B1. Animating Animals
The cute and the monstrous

Reading:
(1) Wells, Paul. “Introduction: The Kong Trick.” The Animated Bestiary: Animals,
Cartoons, and Culture, Rutgers University Press, 2008, pp. 1-25.

(2) Wells Paul, “I Don’t Care What You Say, I'm Cold”: Anthropomorphism, Practice,
Narrative.” The Animated Bestiary: Animals, Cartoons, and Culture, Rutgers
University Press, 2008, pp. 93-134 *

Extended Reading:
(3) Billig, Michael. “Sod Baudrillard! Or Ideology Critique in Disney World.”
After Postmodernism: Reconstructing Ideology Critique, ed. by Herbert W.
Simons and Michael Billig, SAGE Publications, 1994, pp. 150-71.

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on “I Don’t Care What You Say”.
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Week 7
B2. Filming Animals
Godzilla, Kong, or the monsters in us?

Reading:
(1) DeMello, Margo. “Animals in Literature and Film.” Animals and Society: An
Introduction to Human-Animal Studies, Columbia University Press, 2012, 326-45.
(2) Okja ( (ETF) ° FEZEEH > 2017) * Watch on Netflix before class. *

Extended Reading:
(3) Mulvey, Laura. “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema.” Visual and Other
Pleasures (Language, Discourse, Society), 2nd ed. Macmillan, 2009, pp. 14-27.

(@) =xRE . (28K BEEE?WHIVUFEBR) (U E--12EAE
Y BENEmEYR) - BESE - 2018 F - B 111-131 -

Tutorial: Short presentation and lead discussion on Okja.

Week 8
B3. Writing Animals 1
Can we shed light by depicting darkness?

Reading:
M) Zfm - 5 (R . (EREERIREE)  GFE. WERE FE 2018
£, H41-52,
(2) BEEZR . (%) |, (BEERRID) |, B, 20124, H80-95, *
Extended Reading;:

©B) &ERE 1 (KENRE - -EREN (RH) ) . (UBWAREKE—-12 EAREYE
FeyEa BHR) . BEIXL, 2018F , H162-181,

* Tutorial: Short presentations and group discussion on (g ) .

Week 9
B3. Writing Animals 11
Can we develop empathy between humans and animals?

Reading:

(1) Munro, Alice. “Boys and Girls.” Selected Stories, Vintage 2010, 1996. ( &% : (5
¥ NZZF) - (ZEeezsE) IR BREEEF ABEXLE 204F - B
149-69 - ) *

(2) Walker, Alice, “Am I blue?” Selected Writings 1973-1987, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1989, pp. 3-8. *

Extended Reading:

(@) EXRE . (XMHEEYE "HHERLB?) - (UBYRE—I2 ZALEHYE

BREVEEHR) - BEXIE - 2018 F - B
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(4) Malecki, W. P. et al. “Narrating Human and Animal Oppression: Strategic Empathy
and Intersectionalism in Alice Walker’s “Am I Blue?”” ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in
Literature and Environment, vol. 27, no. 2, 2020, pp. 365-384.

* Tutorial: Short presentations and group discussion on “Boys and Girls” & “Am I blue?”.

Area C, Madagascar in Crisis - What happens with the

wildlife?

Week 10
C1. Imprisoning Animals
What do we see when we look at zoo animals?

Reading:
(1) DeMello, Margo. “Display, Performance, and Sport.” Animals and Society: An
Introduction to Human-Animal Studies. Columbia University Press, 2012, pp. 99-125. *

Extended Reading;:
Q=RER . F—E (REHSYR  BIVEPRRE) - (WELEE? —Hu - 24
B13XER) - HTERAR - 2017 - B 23-45 -
() HEEG . (BYE  EREFUERABZRNRERE) - (AIEERE . ANENYIEE
& MERSE) - HIRXF - 2019 F - B 117-145

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article “Display, Performance, and
Sport.”

Week 11
C2. Touring the Inhuman Journey
How can we travel in jungles with respect?

Reading:
(1) Fennell, David A. “Wildlife Viewing.” Tourism and Animal Ethics. Routledge,
2012, pp. 187-214.
(2) McCance, Dawne. “Animal Rights in the Wild.” Critical Animal Studies: An
Introduction. University of New York, 2013, pp. 31-43.

Extended Reading:
(3) Haskell, David George. “January: Partnerships, Kepler’s Gift, The
Experiment, Winter Plants.” The Forest Unseen: A Year’s Watch in Nature.
Viking, 2012.

Tutorial: 5-minute Term paper proposal presentations.
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Week 12
C3. Drying Up the Oceans
Can we fish with spirituality?

Reading:
(1) Roberts, Callum. “1. The End of Innocence,” “12. The Inexhaustible Sea,” “22. No
Place Left to Hide.” The Unnatural History of the Sea, Island Press, 2007. (Z&{H*% :

(B—%  RBRA) . (B+E RZAEBNEF)  (BTTHIEEE
a8 . (ERERF  —MBERBROABEXHE) . RERE, HAHK,
2014, )
Extended Reading:

(2) Bryld, Mette and Nina Lykke. “Rocket State and Dolphin State.” Cosmodolphines:
Feminist Cultural Studies of Technology, Animals and the Sacred, Zed Books, 1999, pp.

183-212.
(@) ZART—OR - FIBt RFIERZ . (ERE LESHEIYNERRE) - (EEEE &
' HEREK) - (ABBEmZR  BFERKE) - (BYEm) - kS

J& + 2013 &£ - & 58-88 -

Tutorial: Documentary viewing (Seaspiricy, 2021, 89 mins), and
HK dolphin conservation
Guest: Taison Cheng, Chair of the Hong Kong Dolphin Conservation Society

Week 13
C4. Conclusion: Embracing Life by Revisiting Cultures

Reading:

(1) Caras, Roger A. “The Other Scenario.” A Perfect Harmony: The Intertwining Lives of

Animals and Humans Throughout History, NotaBel, 2002, pp. 23-43. ( RHH :
(3 —HEalgE) - (EMERAESYRREGR) - (=M% YEANRE
%) BEEE  TRIER] - K MXME 1998 - B 1-28 - 321-23 - )

(2) Morizot, Baptiste. “Epilogue: Adjusted consideration.” Ways of Being Alive,
translated by Andrew Brown, Polity, 2022. ( B:ffE% - EEALZE - MIGH=E : ([
RHIERRE SHWE) - (£ZBXR) - Bo=EXE - 2021 - B315-27 )

Extended Reading:

(3) Waal, Frans B. M. The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the
Primates, W.W. Norton & Company, 2013. ( ;AB8HT - BEMZE - RERZE: (B
J\Z : B NMENER) (RMESYRIER) - FIFZEXE - 2021 - B 305-
28 )

Tutorial: Review and look ahead
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Week

Date

Topic

Tutorial

1

2025.9.5

The Human and Non-human
Connections

Documentary screening
and discussion:
Jane Goodall and Her Chimps

2025.9.12

Nurturing the Non-human
Children

Screening and discussion:
Why Do People Have Pets?

How to make good use of
Al in studies

2025.9.19

Urbanising the “Stray” Species

Frontline cat rescuer
sharing

2025.9.26

Industrialising Nature

Documentary screening
and discussion:
Eating Animals

2025.10.3

Gendering Animals

Presentation and group
discussion on “Nature by
Design” (G1)

2025.10.10

Animating Animals

Presentation and group
discussion on “I Don’t
Care What You Say” (G2)

2025.10.17

Filming Animals

Presentation and group
discussion on Okja (G3)

2025.10.24

Writing Animals I

Presentations and group
discussion on

REREDR 1 (I0) (G4)

2025.10.31

Writing Animals II

Presentations and group
discussion on Alice
Munro, “Boys and Girls”
(G5)

Walker, Alice, “Am 1
blue?” (G6)

10

2025.11.7

Imprisoning Animals

Presentation and group
discussion on “Display,
Performance, and Sport”
G7)

11

2025.11.14

Touring the Inhuman Journey

5-minute Term paper
proposal presentations
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12 2025.11.21 Drying Up the Oceans Documentary viewing
(Seaspiricy, 2021, 89 mins),
* Submission of term paper &
proposal in class HK dolphin conservation

Guest: Taison Cheng

13 2025.11.28 Conclusion: Revisit Cultures, Review and look ahead
Embrace Life

2025.12.5 (Fri) | Term paper submission
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(Sample &xA) - %1981 - "EBMBALBRN, - 2020F 784 -
ZRT0K - PIBERMERE - (BMRERE) o =8 - 2013 -
EfFiR - BEA . (EZ82%) - WaEE - @HAR - 2021

REdA : (BREHFSETE  HARAREFYEEDOLELLI 10 FEMLE) - TEM
% ASEE - 2013 -

T&E5h - BEME - (HHESCRBSRIE | FREBTR ARSI YREZOACE) - (IR
K 67HI - 2017 - B 1-32 -

RERF . (ERORRERE—RREBMERARIRFE) - KEE - 2018 -
SR% ¢ (FERABAEBARE 1980-2002: IEBHEMBER) - EHLRR - 2012 -

FER . (BEWMIK . ERSEERER) - EALRPL - 2015 -

=5 (FREEZE) XA  BXRESE - ABEXE - 2014 -

ke« (BIMENBRER—HESEOOREERTE) - #adE - K= - 2012
AR - AR . (RMEBYRIERE) - RIERE - BUFEXE - 2021 -

[IEHE - 1fk . (BIMTFEZ—L2EMBHOKRE) - THESEF - ZFXE - 2018 -
KE - BF 0 (HER  HEENER) - RERE - FWULMk - 2022 -

Rz . (EAHRAIALERNARE) - (BB - 2019 -

HEXEZEER . (BENEZ) - A EEREBZER - 2018 -

HER . (FINFERKL) - ZEXE - PEERF - 2018 -

i . (PEIRENNR2SHYRMEMR) - FEHEAE - 2010 -

PR - A0S - U)IEEE . (RRUEE  tEMmEMSNBELR) - BERE
= 2L - 2016 -

REW : (NEEHEE—EMEZER  ERAE  TENABHE?) - (PIXE) -
USEERBEXNBHINHE B R EBMFFN - 2020F3 H -

REE - (PREIZENELEEMNE) - PELESRE - 2013 -

RS . (REPIREZR : FEBEYES) - RIK - 2018 F -
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R - ENER . (T4 EREE—ALHYRGNES) - =k 2018 -
(I —E M RIBT ) - =—HEE - 2021 -

>

IS
xH
=t
=

FER . (REAZKMUARE | MMUEBRELZAORRYE) - HIAE - 2016 -
=5= . (UEYAE  R2ZEAEHYRGNEMRTNR) - BENXIE - 2018 -
=R 0 (MR B ° MM - 2017

Hﬂﬂ}

D (B0 | SREMEENRPEYPRTIR) - FEM - 2018 -
Bfe - K (BREBRNREE) - GFPE - MERE - 8 - 2018
EER . (FBAYE) - PEER - 2011

B . (51 . £E&E) - 8225 2021 -

ZmE . (EESHEMRMAIAE(1840-1912)) - BEAS - 1989 -

gER . (INHE—LELEBYMERBOLNEEZSYSUER) - BEXE : 2020 - B

MIERET . (EREXE) - (HERXEB) - B - 2012 -
BRIEREE . (FYEdE) - (BB) - B - 2015 -
HEER . (BERRE . AFESMBEGAERSE) - IERXF - 2019 -

FRREYR . (MEV) - (EBMEYERI) - B - 2012 -

Academic Writing References

Citing Sources, University Library, CUHK.
https:/ /www lib.cuhk.edu.hk/en/research/citation/source/

Thesis Writing Tips, ILC & University Library, CUHK.
https:/ /www. ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/CH/Event/202401_Lib_ThesisWriting.aspx
s~ - ILC, CUHK.
https:/ /www ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/CH/CHResources/ Write_AcadWriting.aspx
MLA Citation Style.

https:/ /www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/Chinese/ APAMLA /index.aspx
Pudue OWL. https:/ /owl.purdue.edu/

YH T
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Honesty in Academic Work: A Guide for Students and Teachers

The Chinese University of Hong Kong places great importance on honesty in academic work
submitted by students and adopts a policy of zero tolerance for cheating and plagiarism.
Any related offence will lead to disciplinary action, including termination of studies at the
University. All student assignments in undergraduate and postgraduate programmes
should be submitted via VeriGuide with effect from September 2008:

https:/ /veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/

Although cases of cheating or plagiarism are rare at the University, everyone should
familiarise themselves with the content of this website and thereby help avoid any practice
that would not be acceptable.

Section 1: What is plagiarism
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm

Section 2: Proper use of source material
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ p02.htm

Section 3: Citation styles
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm

Section 4: Plagiarism and copyright violation
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm

Section 5: CUHK regulations on honesty in academic work
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ p05.htm

Section 6: CUHK disciplinary guidelines and procedures
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm

Section 7: Guide for teachers and departments
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm

Section 8: Recommended material to be included in course outlines
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ p08.htm

Section 9: Electronic submission of assignments via VeriGuide
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ p09.htm

Section 10: Declaration to be included in assignments
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty /p10.htm
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Grade Descriptors

A
A-
B

M J

Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.
Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some
learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others,
resulting in overall substantial performance.

Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.

Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet
specified assessment requirements.



