CURE 1010 Text and Image: A Critical Analysis

Prof. Natalia S.H. CHAN (&1
Monday: 2: 30- 5: 15pm
Venue: LDS-214

This course is aimed at the students beginning their encounter with theory, in
which they will learn the fundamental components of cultural criticism in terms
of textuality and contextuality. Here the “text” is broadly defined as cultural
artifacts, which includes filmic image, literary and historical narratives, social
and everyday life experiences as well as media representation. The course
materials are selected to give the students the basic information and guide to
understand the object, the purpose and the method for cultural criticism. They
include examples of the close application of theoretical principles to a wide
selection of writings and cultural products. Students are encouraged to read the
works with a critical sense of social, textual and stylistic issues on the one hand,
and on the other, to present their reactions and responses to the text. Topics
discussed include intertextuality, lyrics, dramatic monologue, metaphor and
montage, narratives and space-time structure, reader-response criticism,
reception theory, media text and image. Evaluation of the course bases on
students’ presentation in tutorials, a creative project & a final paper. All use of
Al tools is prohibited in assignments and assessment tasks.

Week One (1 Sept): Introduction & Course Organization
-Introduction to Research Methodology
-Arrangement of Tutorial Groups

Week Two (8 Sept): Defining Text & Image
Readings: -Roland Barthes: “From Work to Text”
-Ferdinand de Saussure: “The Linguistic Sign”

Screening: -Episode of ARffHhEk 308 © (f§H£E) (TV Drama, Japan)
Discussion: - \WYISEEDL T 305 ) B T EGERE ) SiEEY ?

Week Three (15 Sept): Literary Image: Metaphor & Metonymy

Readings: -R. Wellek & A. Warren: “Image, Metaphor, Symbol, Myth”
-RET (ALEBLELHEDE ) (Story) ~ RIRA ( HEER ) ( 4LECHL ) (Songs)
-Selected Poems of &5 (Taiwan) ~ {i¢*f- (Malaysia) ~ BeHind (HK)

Week Four (22 Sept): Filmic Image: Montage
Readings: -Sergei Eisenstein: “A Dialectic Approach to Film Form”




“Method of Montage”
IR : (CEARTHAYE R
Screening: -Episode of Sergei Eisenstein: T he Battleship Potemkin (1925, USSR)

**Three-Hour Lecture: No Tutorial

Week Five (29 Sept): Image-in-Series: Painting & Spectatorship
Reading: -Michael Foucault: “Manet and the Object of Painting”

**Tutorial: (T)S1L x FHEIEHEE © (AR ZEEEERIEN) (CEHE - HK)
(select the paintings & poems or stories for discussion)

Week Six (6 Oct): The Concept of Intertextuality (I): Theory
Readings: -Julia Kristeva: “Word, Dialogue & Novel”

-SRITE  OURE BB EEER
st e LA AT TR AR AR e A HE 2 )
Screening: - -5 M (EEAM) BEZER (PRlEC B %) thE (Film, HK)

**Tutorial: -§8EElS : ( E'E ) (Short Story, HK)
-BRORE - GriElers (B ) BERBIIG O

Week Seven (13 Oct): The Concept of Intertextuality (II): Practice
Readings: -2 @ (48] ) (Short Story, 1970s)
IINAEEE (R ) (Japan Short Story 1998)
8MR  CUHESEE © o (TEREFEE) AR RESEIESS)
Film Discussed: F 51 : <TE$§£E$> (Film, 2000)
Screening: -5R/DEE @ (¥f{#] ) (20min, TV Drama, RTHK, 1987)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3PY OrC-jWQ

**Three-Hour Lecture: No Tutorial

Week Eight (20 Oct): Narratology (I) Fiction & Point of View
Readings: -Mitchell A. Leaska: “The Concept of Point of View”
-Seymour Chatman: “Discourse: Non-narrated Stories”

PRS- (FE#EHEH ) (Short Stories, Japan )

**Tutorial: -[yEAL * (R (EELEOAYEL ) (Detective Story, HK)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3PYOrC-jWQ

Week Nine (27 Oct): Narratology (II): Film Sequence & Story Plot
Readings: -David Bordwell: “Principles of Narrative Construction”

“Narration: The Flow of Story Information”
Screening: -Episode of FHERME : (ARAEFH) (Film, HK)

**Tutorial: -John Berger: Ways of Seeing (Chapter 1)
- (BUEME MDAV ERS B o ZRI07E8K John Berger )

##Creative Project Due

Week Ten (3 Nov): Popular Music (I): Singing Voice & Song Lyrics
Readings: -Simon Frith: “Songs as Texts”, “The Voice”
Discography: -5 /&1 T 5 SE1F fin 58 4R

**Three-Hour Lecture: No Tutorial

Week Eleven (10 Nov): Popular Music (II): Visual Pleasure & Music Video
Readings: -Andrew Goodwin: “A Musicology of the Image”

Screening: MFSfiTy BATREZE © (F5EELEM) (MV, HK)

**Tutorial: -8£{5 3-4 R4/ BLEAIY AT THEE A
M CRAERITHEEE EAYES © sV EE SRR
(R)-#R5 : (B © MY ILERIR) (Prose, HK)
-RHE  (BAERTHGEITE)
ML AT ) GRS - HK)

Week Twelve (17 Nov): Feminist Writing & Queer Image (I)
Readings: Virginia Woolf: -4 Room of One's Own (selected chapters)
- “Professions for Women”
- “The Intellectual Status of Women”

**Tutorial: -PEPY © ({RIREFEA—(E22F ) (Short Story, HK )

Week Thirteen (24 Nov): Feminist Writing & Queer Image (1I)

Readings: Alexander Doty: “Whose Text Is It Anyway? Queer Cultures,
Queer Auteurs, & Queer Authorship”

Audio-video: queer songs by £ ~ 287 ~ iRESE ~ M58 ~ =HEEH (HK)

**Tutorial: - (PERIN-HEFKHFFEmEEEH ) - & selected songs & MV by:
-(AHEET © (Z5HT - 2T ) (HK)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Y S8QJyIpf4

-BICE (BT ) (HK)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JURY06S8Vs

-ZERR © (ECBR/DAE ) (Taiwan )
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feOg6MWeUXA

##Final Paper Due

Instructions:

Textual Books (Required, NO PDF provided)

Recommended Reading (R ): optional

Other Suggested Readings (optional)

-Michael Riffaterre: Text Production

-Rick Rylance: Debating Texts: A Reader in 20" Century Literary Theory & Method
-M. Hoffman & P. Murphy eds.: Essentials of the Theory of Fiction

-Sergei Eisenstein: Film Form, Film Sense

-David Bordwell: Film Art: An Introduction

1.

Course Reader: There will be a complied package of all reading materials in PDF
format. Students should make a copy of it by themselves, and finish the assigned
readings before classes.

Students are expected to be open-minded in receiving new and/ or controversial
ideas. A significant amount attention will be given to discussing the reading
materials. Please be active and verbal within classroom.

Students, who commit academic dishonesty (for examples, plagiarism and
cheating), will receive 0 mark and F grade (see the official website
www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ for definition & information).

Approach 1 — Prohibit all use of Al tools: Students are not allowed to use any Al
tools in any kind of learning activity or assessment that will be counted towards
students’ final grade of the course, or used for evaluating students’ attainment of
the desired learning outcomes. Students are expected to produce their own work
independently without any collaboration or use of Al tools. Such information
should be spelt out clearly in the course outline or learning activity/assessment
guide.

Students are required to attend all the tutorials. Students who are absent from
classes should be responsible for the make-up of class activities at their own

discretion.

In case of typhoon, the class will be conducted by Zoom.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYS8QJyIpf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JURYo6S8Vs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feOq6MWeUXA
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

Requirements and Assessment:

Oral Presentation: Students are required to do an oral presentation in tutorials in not
more than 25 minutes. It should be a critical-analytical presentation centering on the
assigned texts or the topics selected by the students. By the way, all students are
required to finish the assigned readings before tutorials and participate in classroom
discussion.

Assignments:
1. Creative Project (27 October 2025 Due)

a) Image-making: students can take a photo, draw a picture or comic strip,
& explain their ideas in 500 words OR
b) Textual making: students can write a short story, a prose or a poem in not more
than 1000 words

2. Final Paper: (24 November 2025 Due)

a) Image Analysis: select any TV advertisement, music video or photo & give a
critical analysis, the link or the picture should be attached with
the paper OR

b) Textual Analysis: select any literary text (short story, poems, lyrics or prose)

& give critical analysis
The Final Paper can be written in Chinese or English within 1500 words (typed &
double-spaced). We DO NOT accept any electronic versions of papers. Students
should print out their papers & submit the hard-copy. Late paper will be marked down
for one point grade. No paper will be accepted after grade submission.

Evaluation:

Oral Presentation: 20%
Creative Project:  40%
Final paper: 40%
Total: 100%

Learning Outcomes

* Textual and image analysis

* Inter-cultural & multi-media sensitivity

* Trans-disciplinary approach & critical skill

* Critical and creative thinking through integration of theories and practices

* Literacy in different forms of visual, verbal & textual expressions, understanding
how meanings & affects are constructed in different media forms & genre

* Cultural appreciation and cultural criticism

* Communicative and presentation skills

* Independent and contextualized research skills

* Board-minded but strong in critical evaluation

Honesty in Academic Work: A Guide to Students

The Chinese University of Hong Kong places very high importance on honesty in
academic work submitted by students, and adopts a policy of zero tolerance on




cheating and plagiarism. Any related offence will lead to disciplinary action including
termination of studies at the University. Students must submit their assignments via
the Webpage of the Chinese University Plagiarism Identification Engine (CUPIDE)
http://cupide.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/student

Although cases of cheating or plagiarism are rare at the University, everyone should
make himself/ herself familiar with the content of this website and thereby help avoid
any practice that would not be acceptable.

Section 1 What is plagiarism[ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm ]

Section 2 Proper use of source material
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm]

Section 3 Citation styles [http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm]

Section 4 Plagiarism & copyright violation
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm]

Section 5 CUHK regulations on honesty in academic work
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm]

Section 6 CUHK disciplinary guidelines & procedures
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm]

Section 7 Guide for teachers & departments
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm]

Section 8 Recommended materials to be included in course outlines
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm]

Section 9 Recommended declaration to be included in every assignment hand in
[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p09.htm]

Section 10 Electronic submission of term papers

[http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm]


http://cupide.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/student
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p09.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm

