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Course Code: BUDS5001
Title in English: Pure Land Buddhism
Title in Chinese: £ 3 L #

Course description:

This course explores the historical foundations, doctrines, and philosophical developments of
Chinese Pure Land thought, alongside its key textual traditions. Through analyzing major figures
and their interactions with Chinese cultural traditions and religious contexts, the course
investigates:

1. The evolution of medieval Chinese Pure Land traditions (6th—14th centuries),

2. The synthesis of Chan and Pure Land practices ({#;33£2),

3. Modern reinterpretations of Amitabha-focused teachings T {CiifEZER).
Readings include both primary ources (e.g., sutras, commentaries) and secondary scholarship,
uch as contemporary studies..
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Learning outcomes:

Knowledge Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the historical development, doctrines and
practices of Chan/Zen school of Buddhism in China

(2) engage in a critical analysis of Chan/Zen Buddhism by the methods of the humanities and
social sciences

Skill Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) develop their analytical and problem solving ability, critical intelligence and appreciative
thinking as well as key research skills and to prepare for advanced studies in religion.

(2) develop their social and interpersonal skills and ability to work collaboratively in a team.

Attitude Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) recognize the contested and provisional nature of knowledge and understanding.
(2) develop tolerance of diverse positions and have respect for other’s view

3) develop sensitivity to ultimate concern and religious dimension of human life
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Course syllabus

Topic

Lecture 1*** [07/01/2026])

1.
1.

Introduction and Overview
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Introduction to Amitabha Pure Land
@ 5% e L SRR e
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http://tripitaka.cbeta.org/T12n0366_001
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0360.pdf
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0360.pdf
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0365.pdf
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0365.pdf
http://www.towisdom.org.tw/05-sup/college-theses/2013/07.pdf
http://www.towisdom.org.tw/05-sup/college-theses/2013/07.pdf
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Lecture 2*** [14/01/2026] E | o BEEEsT -

2. Introduction to amitabha Pure Land(continue)
2. AR 3 PR ()

Required readings:
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http://tripitaka.cbeta.org/T12n0366_001
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0360.pdf
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0360.pdf
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0365.pdf
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/sutra6/T12n0365.pdf
http://www.towisdom.org.tw/05-sup/college-theses/2013/07.pdf
http://www.towisdom.org.tw/05-sup/college-theses/2013/07.pdf
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Recommended readings:

1.

Charles B. Jones, trans., The Process of Establishing
and Justifying the Thirteen Patriarchs of the Lotus
School, Pacific World, pp.129~147.
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Lecture 4*** [28/01/2026])

The Observing Emptiness of Tanluan
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Required reading:
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Lecture 5 *** [04/02/2026]

Daochuo and Shand&o's Concept of Repentance
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Required reading:
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Lecture 6*** [11/02/2026])

Buddha-chanting and Shandao's Ten Recitations’
Teaching
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1.

J‘Mlﬁi (Tfee b B3 T8 Ki2) o
SA TR /S LR RS AP 2000 &
O . T 145-177 -

Recommended readings:

l.

2 (ARPEE) o ferEE EL % (RE
B EEET 66) > (EFLEHE (-)) >
St Agk e it AEEAE > 1978 & 12 7 5 B O231—
289 -
%%%%:(ﬁjﬁﬁﬁfum> (s g
(£7)) ) % 58 51996 % > F 13~18 -
PR3 F o BeaE (PREIHREL)
DY R K VT 20128 40 5 (LT
THE2Z A FIREFEIFR) 0 R

RV

£ (FpgaspadprtrgatgF) » (=
TE) % 4TRE o

TH (A2ZAFR) o (ST EFE) FATE -
T (RAPFER BB ZFALET) 0 (=

-

k=

BF) B ATR
FE: (RERAAER) o (ADF) F 3T

AL EESE R T
affb BT AUEREA
@ Heps T
DERRREE ) PRER] >
LY =y
—HE Ry TR RG
R A 2 m] e > 2
RIFAAPEES - BT Ry
FEBFIRERIER TR -
"‘%rﬁ%4%J@r+
& EERHGE > e
T ERE T
iE—EREEE R N an  LUER
AMILE - A SRR
ESEiRE Lk anl: O e
IR B TR R F(E
TE ke
" EAZIRTE ) AEARTARFIEY
N > R A 45 T THR
ASEHYTTIE 5 TR R
AL A ERF 20 R
GXC VIR ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%
# B R B A

~z
E[ o



@,

oo

8. TR E:I((Wix) AREHZFTY) » (HXE
FE) 5280 F 97~114-

9. %%%'<<PA“>M@ FAE) > 9% %E
FEg ety 1999 # 5 257 RBE T § %
B (AHEE) o F 321343 -

Lecture 7*** [25/02/2026]
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Lecture 8*** [04/03/2026]

The Perfect Penetration of the Ear by Directing the
Hearing Inward to Listen to His Own Nature and The
Perfect Penetration Through Mindfulness of The
Buddha (1)

3 g g (1)

Required readings:
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¥4I 52009 # 9% 0 F 179~208 -

Recommended readings:

2. Charles B. Jones, Treatise Resolving Doubts About the
Pure Land (Jingtu jueyi lun /% 3 j&-5% #) By Master
Yinguang £k (1861 - 1947) Translated by Charles
B. Jones, Journal of the Institute of Buddhist Studies,
Third Series, Number 14, Fall 2012. Pp.27~61.
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http://book.bfnn.org/books2/1967.htm -
Lecture 9*** [11/03/2026)

The Perfect Penetration of the Ear by Directing the
Hearing Inward to Listen to His Own Nature and The
Perfect Penetration Through Mindfulness of The
Buddha( 1T )
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Required reading:
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Lecture 10*** [18/03/2026]

The Perfect Penetration of the Ear by Directing the
Hearing Inward to Listen to His Own Nature and The
Perfect Penetration Through Mindfulness of The
Buddha(1IIl)

AL & & (1D

Required reading:

1. M4 (F (BERIFIAAMETHe) W
ERLE2ZEG) o (¢ 2 HE) 5 43
(2013 # 12 % ) » F 165-210 -

Recommended readings

. & ((*&7F 1‘%5§c+>> FTARFGE ) 24
z>’§w-n@«§dw B L
1996 & » B 226~246 -

2. Mglég: (A ha @A iEs B fA SR BE——
2 ABksd 2 AR 's;ﬁﬁv>> U E e iE

oz ) o 1{%7&] N & ZdE R
(2018 % Z < fF A A HEXRFIBFT) 3
ke CEENP 52019 F 50 5 FO140-

165 o
3. Meld (ERoE T
o ez Hagg) o (B L 9 ——%

AApds g T o=
Bz

Course Planning Service, CLEAR, CUHK

) o RS EE R ERTT
SEMEHATERRE -
e CEEE R - —&
"RBAEERE | AYEE ﬁﬁﬁ
s g T Efm T T
E BBk ) =2 T+
:ﬁlﬂ@ﬁﬁ%—ﬁh IEE
s VO TR =Rk HYE
-”7?/23 ﬂ% "R
RATE 2K - e R EF‘
"L TRl WTER T
TE ) BIARE S NE rﬂﬁx?ﬁ
i, BT ES06 L ARUE
‘%%'a s B TSR B
UM ERHER
IR o oy iR b
At AL AR FEAY A - EAT
B RN PR -

R EHEBETEE (B R
Se RBEIEEAE) Rk
AT B B - 2
JEFT AR FE 8 T2 AU
—# DR ER A HE
FMRE o AR Ry =k

e By — H—EEH‘EL :
il &S S — 1T =R ELEE
/EE\*E ’ DDL/L/ DHH?Z_L ’ :/E;‘EP

R ERAE LR
MHAE - T DLEE B SR R
7 AIER -

HE > @ARBEROAHA

L R PARTECE T K
A, o M H o AR "
2,0 v TEE L - A

GEAE (BEEESHE
WME ) B H - B=
oo ik AR (2
ZiERObEEE) ATERZ
BRIE T el AR
B REWE > R RR
5 > Hig RlE - 5L 1R
SEIME > @PbAFTE—REE


http://www.inbuds.net/search/ib.cgi?0033-171
http://www.inbuds.net/search/ib.cgi?0033-171

@

el L R E) o 5
?52017& 67" » F 65~118 ¢

4. rﬁéﬂﬁt (Fi2 (B sd
AL ZBERALE)
(2012# 12 % ) » F 91-122

5. BR4: (% (BRE) IRPEEP—
Bzt & 50 ) 0 (FEFT) ¥ 248
361~401 »

Lecture 11%%* [25/03/2026)
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Differences and Similarities between Chan and Pure
Land( 1)
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Recommended readings:

1. Kenneth K. Tanaka, Where is the Pure Land?
Controversy in Chinese Buddhism on the Nature of

Pure Land,

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/07cd/b7ed64f10b6908

68dced495¢53382271b040.pdf, 12 Dee. 2019.
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Lecture 12*** [01/04/2026)

Differences and Similarities between Chan and Pure
Land( 1)

B (1)

Required readings:
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Recommended readings:

1. Charles B. Jones, Self-Power and Other-Power in
Chinese Pure Land Buddhism, Chinese Pure Land
Buddhism: Understanding a Tradition of Practice,
Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2019. Pp.61-
84.
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Lecture 13*** [08/04/2026)

Differences and Similarities between Chan and Pure
Land (1)
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Required reading:

1. M4 (HioiF Tz &Ts/i 2 Frfe i 2Nk
Tt ) o (EEBFEFLHR) o S i
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Recommended readings:

1. Charles B. Jones, Mentally Constructing What Already
Exists: The Pure Land Thought of Chan Master Jixing
Chewu "% pZ fic 1& (1741-1810), Journal of the
International Association of Buddhist Studies, Volume
23,Number 1,2000, pp.43~70.

2. Daniel B. Stevenson, Pure Land Buddhist Worship and
Meditation in China, Buddhism in Practice, Princeton :
Princeton University Pres, 1995, pp.359~379.
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Lecture 14*** [15/04/2026)

(FpFEA) % 44
» T 81-204

Pure Land Teaching and hospice care

E 3 RF AR BR

Required reading:
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KPRCEFEI RV HE 2024/05/25-
26 ©

Recommended readings:

1. Stephen R. Connor, Hospice and Palliative Care: The
Essential Guide, New York: Routledge published,
2018 (Third edition).
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A FEE R > 1999 & o
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https://www.hospice.org.tw/content/3768 °
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Professor/Lecturer/Instructor: | Professor

Name: Chien Huang CHEN

Office Location: Room 202, 2/F, Fung King Building. CUHK
Telephone: 39439956

Email: chchen@cuhk.edu.hk / chchen.academic@gmail.com
Teaching Venue: ELB 307

Other information: Wednesday, 7:00pm - 9:30pm

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations.
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware
of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the
same group should be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not
be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via
VeriGuide.

Grade Descriptor

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B+ | Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, resulting in overall substantial
performance.

B Performance on some learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory
performance on others.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet
specified assessment requirements.

Assessment Scheme

40 % Presentation (Briefing and lead discussion of assigned article)
40% Long essay with 5,000~7,000 words
20% Lectures attendance

Feedback for Evaluation

¢+ End-of-term university course evaluation will be conducted in class.
¢+ Students’ comments and feedback on the course through e-mails or personal meeting with the
instructor are always welcomed.
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Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools in Teaching, Learning and Assessment

Course Planning Service, CLEAR, CUHK

Generative Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools have their pros and cons in teaching, learning and
assessment. Teachers and students are encouraged to explore and take advantage of the benefits of
adopting appropriate Al tools to enhance teaching and learning.

Four approaches regarding the use of Al tools have been identified depending on the learning
outcomes, pedagogical design and assessment scheme of different courses. According to the
University’s Guidelines on the Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools in Teaching, Learning and
Assessment, teachers are expected to include a section in their course outlines on the Al
approaches that are adopted in the courses concerned. Examples of information for each of the
four Al use approaches to be included in the course outline are attached in Appendix 2. Teachers
may include the information relevant to the Al use approach in the course outline.

Teachers may refer to the CUHK Library website on Al in Education
https://libguides.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/c.php?g=917899&p=6975970

Use of generative Al tools
(Teachers should include information relevant to the approach to be adopted in the course here)

Approach 1 - All use of Al tools is prohibited in assignments and assessment tasks or
Approach 2 - Use of some Al tools is allowed or

Approach 3 - Use of Al tools is allowed with explicit acknowledgement and proper citation or

Approach 4 - Use of some Al tools is allowed with no acknowledgement

Approach 3 - Use only with explicit acknowledgement

In courses where students are allowed or expected to collaborate with or use Al tools for in-class
learning activities or assignments, students should be reminded to make explicit acknowledgement
of the use of these tools. Teachers may show students examples regarding how to acknowledge and
make citations. Students should also be informed of the limitations and appropriate use of these
tools.

Use of Al tools is allowed with explicit acknowledgement and proper citation

Students may use some Al tools in some class activities and assignments on the condition that they
make explicit acknowledgement and proper citations of the input from Al tools.

Acknowledging support from Al tools

Students are required to acknowledge all functional uses of a generative Al tool and cite it when
they paraphrase, quote, or incorporate into their own work any content (whether it is text, image,
data, or other format) that was created by it.
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1. An example of acknowledgement

‘[ acknowledge the use of (name of Al tool — e.g. ChatGPT (https.//chat.openai.com/) to (specify the
support, e.g. plan my essay, generate some ideas for the content, ask for examples of data collection
instruments, get the dates of historical events, etc.).

ii. An example of citation
OpenAl. (2023). ChatGPT (Mar 20 version). https://chat.openai.com/chat

(Students are reminded that due to the rapid developments of generative Al tools, some citation
formats may be updated regularly.)

iii. An example of including texts generated by an Al tool in their work

"The following text was generated by an Al tool / language model (ChatGPT):"
[Insert the text generated by ChatGPT here.]

iv. An example of including texts generated by an Al tool and the prompts that were used to
elicit the text from the Al tool

"[The prompt], as generated by an Al language model (ChatGPT):"
[Insert the text generated by ChatGPT in response to the prompt.]

Students are reminded to learn and use the Al tools responsibly and ethically and be aware of the
limitations.

Students are reminded to clarify with the course teacher and obtain permission if necessary when in
doubt.

15



https://chat.openai.com/

