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CURE 1009 Research Methods in Public Humanities 

2nd Semester, 2025-2026 

Time:   Monday 10:30-13:15  Venue(s):  Lecture – tbc 

Instructor:  PANG Ka Wei, Janet      Tutorial – tbc 

Tutors:  tbc 

Course Description 

This course offers an overview of  research methods in Public Humanities, and equips students 

with the essential research skills, cultural sensitivity, and critical perspectives required to navigate 

this dynamic landscape. Through an immersive exploratory journey on research methods, students 

will engage in pilot research for a collaborative hands-on project, embodying the driving ethos of  

this course: engagement, praxis, and reflexivity. In this endeavor, students will explore diverse 

qualitative and digital research methods for investigating, documenting, and sharing stories, 

histories, and other forms of  cultural mediation for community engagement. 

This course is designed to foster an interactive and dialogic learning environment that cultivates 

peer collaboration and exchanges of  insights. Building on the conceptual foundations laid in 

CURE1004 Introduction to Public Humanities, this course provides students with the practical 

skillset needed to unlock the transformative and empowering potential of  humanities-based 

research that nurtures and nourishes the community. 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of  this course, students should be able to: 

1. integrate the conceptual foundations of  public humanities with practical research skills to 

design community-engaged projects; 

2. proficiently apply qualitative and digital research methods to document and disseminate 

community stories, histories, and cultural practices; 

3. develop effective communication and interpersonal skills to collaborate with each other and 

facilitate dialogic exchanges; and 

4. evaluate the ethical implications of  a research study, as well as demonstrate an understanding 

of  the best practices in fostering community engagement and collaboration. 

Assessment Scheme 

 In-class engagement            20% 

 Preliminary Research Plan (1-2 pages)        10% 

 Reflective Progress Report (1-2 pages, 1.5-line spacing)     15% 

 Group Presentation            20% 

⧫ A group presentation in PechaKucha format on 30 Mar (Mon) 

⧫ The presentations will be jointly assessed by students, tutors and the instructor 
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 Project Proposal (5-6 pages, 1.5-line spacing)       25% 

 Self  & Peer evaluation           10% 

 

 

Course Schedule 

Week 1 Make a Difference: Engaging the public       5 Jan 

 PH Workshop: Portfolio development & career planning 

Pang, Laikwan, and Cho-kiu Joseph Li. “Public Humanities at The Chinese University of  Hong 

Kong.” Public Humanities 1 (2025): e103. https://doi.org/10.1017/S2977017325000209. 

Chen, Kuan-Hsing and Beng-Huat Chua. “The Inter-Asia Cultural Studies: Movements Project.” 

In The Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Reader, edited by Kuan-Hsing Chen and Beng-Huat Chua, 

1-5. London; New York: Routledge, 2007. 

Week 2 Contextualize! Learning from the past        12 Jan 

 Tutorial: Acknowledge! —Citing reference sources 

畢恆達。〈是文獻回顧，還是家具型錄〉。載《教授為什麼沒告訴我（2020進化版）》，73-

112。新北市：小畢空間出版社，2020。 

The Chicago Manual of  Style, 18th ed. University of  Chicago Press, 2024. 

https://doi.org/10.7208/cmos18 

Further reading: 

Geertz, Clifford. “Thick description: Toward an interpretive theory of  culture.” In A Cultural 

Studies Reader: History, Theory, Practice, 236-256. London; Longman, 1995. 

Week 3 Be Sensitive and Reflexive: Upholding academic integrity   19 Jan 

 Tutorial: Be Ethical—Research ethics training 

Tronto, Joan C. “An Ethic of  Care.” Generations (San Francisco, Calif.) 22, no. 3 (1998): 15–20. 

Wiles, Rose. “Ethical Dilemma” and “Where Next for Research Ethics.” In What Are Qualitative 

Research Ethics?, 69-91. London; New York, NY: Bloomsbury Academic, 2013. 

Further reading: 

畢恆達。〈研究倫理〉。載《教授為什麼沒告訴我（2020進化版）》，221-248。新北市：小

畢空間出版社，2020。 

Tronto, Joan C. “An Ethic of  Care.” In Moral Boundaries: A Political Argument for an Ethic of  Care, 

123-155. Oxford: Routledge, 1993. doi:10.4324/9781003070672. 

 The assignments could be written in either Chinese or English.  

 The assignment must be word-processed in Word (.docx) format with font size 12. 

 One letter grade will be lowered per day delay. 
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Week 4 Be Curious and Open-minded: Understanding the community  26 Jan 

 Fieldtrip (tbc) 

Week 5 Listen! Conducting interviews, Treasuring lived stories    2 Feb 

 Submission of  the Preliminary Project Plan 

 Tutorial: Be Empathetic—Interview role-play 

畢恆達。〈訪談作為一種交談行動〉。載《教授為什麼沒告訴我（2020進化版）》，175-219。

新北市：小畢空間出版社，2020。 

Honig, Emily and Irene Ledesma. “Striking Lives: Oral History and the Politics of  Memory.” 

Journal of  Women’s History 9 (Apr 1997), no.1, 139-163. 

Week 6 Be Responsible & Resourceful: Library Workshop     9 Feb 

 Tutorial: Be a Treasure Hunter—Researching in the Library 

Week 7 No Class: Happy Lunar New Year        16 Feb 

Week 8  Be Observant, Reflexive & Imaginative        23 Feb 

 Tutorial: Be Engaged and Engaging—Creative limitation workshop 

Dutta, Urmitapa. “Ethnographic Approaches.” In Handbook of  Methodological Approaches to 

Community-Based Research: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods, edited by Leonard A 

Jason, and David S Glenwick. 1st ed. United Kingdom: Oxford University Press, 2015. 

Read, Clancy. “Action Preparedness Tool for Community-Based Projects.” In M2 Models and 

Methodologies for Community Engagement, edited by Tiwari, Reena., Marina. Lommerse, and 

Dianne. Smith, Singapore: Springer Singapore, 2014. doi:10.1007/978-981-4585-11-8. 

Week 9 Reading Week             2 Mar 

Week 10 Be Thoughtful—Gathering Insights from the Community   9 Mar 

 Submission of  the Reflexive Progress Report 

 Tutorial: Be Supportive—Trial & Error Together 

Andres, Lesley. “Conceptualizing Your Survey Research Study,” and “Developing Survey 

Questions.” In Designing & Doing Survey Research, 31-44, 61-90. London: SAGE, 2012. 

Further reading: 

Toepoel, Vera. “Online Survey Design.” In The SAGE Handbook of  Online Research Methods, 184-

202. Edited by Nigel Fielding, Raymond M. Lee, and Grant Blank. Second edition. Los 

Angeles: SAGE Reference, 2017. 

Week 11 Be Tech-savvy:             16 Mar 

Workshop on Data Visualization and Digital Scholarship Research  

Stuart, Dunn, and Kristen Schuster. “Research Methods in the Digital Humanities: General 

Introduction.” In Routledge International Handbook of  Research Methods in Digital Humanities, 
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16-31. Oxford: Taylor & Francis Group, 2020.  

Week 12 Be Receptive: Consultation Week        23 Mar 

Week 13 Be Eloquent & Collaborative: Presentationsss     30 Mar 

Week 14 No Class: The Day Following Ching Ming Festival    6 Apr 

Week 15 Be a Good Storyteller: Writing a Research Paper     13 Apr 

 Submission of  Project Proposal 

藍佩嘉。〈一個質性研究的誕生〉。載《婦研縱橫》76，no.10 (2015)，22-30。 

Johnson, Richard, Deborah Chambers, Parvati Raghuram and Estella Tincknell. “Representing the 

Other: Interpretation and Cultural Readings.” In The Practice of  Cultural Studies, edited by 

Richard Johnson et al., pp.225-242. London; Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE, 2004. 

Supplementary Resources 

Booth, Wayne C., Joseph M. Williams, Gregory G. Colomb, William T. FitzGerald, and Joseph 

Bizup. The Craft of  Research. Fifth edition. Chicago, IL; The University of  Chicago Press, 

2024. 

Drucker, Johanna. The Digital Humanities Coursebook : An Introduction to Digital Methods for Research and 

Scholarship. Abingdon, Oxon; Routledge, 2021. 

Jason, Leonard A. Handbook of  Methodological Approaches to Community-Based Research: Qualitative, 

Quantitative, and Mixed Methods. Edited by David S Glenwick. 1st ed. United Kingdom: 

Oxford University Press, 2015. 

Tiwari, Reena., Marina. Lommerse, and Dianne. Smith, eds. M2 Models and Methodologies for 

Community Engagement. Singapore: Springer Singapore, 2014. doi:10.1007/978-981-4585-

11-8. 

畢恆達。《教授為什麼沒告訴我（2020進化版）》。新北市：小畢空間出版社，2020。 

Grade Descriptors 

A  Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.  

A-  Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.  

B  Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning 

outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in 

overall substantial performance.  

C  Satisfactory performance on the majority of  learning outcomes, possibly with a few 

weaknesses.  

D  Barely satisfactory performance on a number of  learning outcomes  

F  Unsatisfactory performance on a number of  learning outcomes, OR failure to meet specified 

assessment requirements. 
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 

All assignments must be your own original work. The use of  generative AI (GenAI) is allowed 

during the pre-writing process, such as brainstorming and refining ideas, as well as for spelling and 

grammar checking. However, using GenAI to produce a significant portion of  your assignment, 

or to complete an assignment without proper attribution, is considered plagiarism. 

If  you choose to utilize AI tools for any part of  an assignment, whether it is brainstorming or text 

editing, please provide a short paragraph at the end of  the assignment that indicates which AI 

tools were used and explains how the generated materials were incorporated into your work. 

Utilizing GenAI to provide or help generate content is not encouraged. If  need be, proper citations 

are needed, following the guidelines from the Chicago Manual of  Style. By submitting assignments 

in this class, you pledge to affirm that they are your own work, and you have attributed the use of  

any tools and sources. 

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the 

disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of  such policy and regulations. 

Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. 

With the final assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are 

aware of  these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of  

the same group should be asked to sign the declaration upon uploading the soft copy of  the 

assignment to VeriGuide. Only the final version of  the assignment should be submitted via 

VeriGuide. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. 

The submission of  a piece of  work, or a part of  a piece of  work, for more than one purpose (e.g. 

to satisfy the requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect shall be 

regarded as having committed undeclared multiple submissions. It is common and acceptable to 

reuse a turn of  phrase or a sentence or two from one’s own work; but wholesale reuse is 

problematic. In any case, agreement from the course teacher(s) concerned should be obtained 

prior to the submission of  the piece of  work. 

The copyright of  the teaching materials, including lecture notes, assignments and examination 

questions, etc., produced by staff  members/ teachers of  The Chinese University of  Hong Kong 

(CUHK) belongs to CUHK. Students may download the teaching materials produced by the staff  

members/ teachers from the Learning Management Systems, e.g. Blackboard, adopted by CUHK 

for their own educational use, but shall not distribute/ share/ copy the materials to a third-party 

without seeking prior permission from the staff  members/ teachers concerned. 

Contact 

PANG Ka Wei, Janet  kwpang@cuhk.edu.hk    KKB306 

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/faq0422.html
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
mailto:kwpang@cuhk.edu.hk

