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THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
Term 2, 2025-26

CURE 3037 Community Making and Public Humanities

Time: Thur 01:30PM - 04:15PM Venue:
Instructor: Ms. Zhang Ti

Course Description

This course prepares students to learn from the emerging practices of community making. Through an
introduction to the basic concepts, exploration of the origins, development, and implementation, students will
understand the emerging intervention methods of humanities in the public domain.

Community making is closely related to sustainable development, involving the application of
interdisciplinary theories. Special attention will be given to practical case studies in this course, helping
students examine community making practices in the local and neighboring regions, including Japan,
Mainland China, and Taiwan. Students will also have the opportunity to personally understand the lived
experiences of different communities/groups, and cross-reference them with relevant theories to deepen their
understanding.

In this course, students will acquire knowledge on how community making affects community cultural
history, construction of collective identity, community participation, cross-sectoral collaboration, and the
accumulation of social capital. This course will guide students to initially grasp the roles and collaborative
dynamics among the diverse stakeholders in the community, including government departments, social
welfare organizations, civic groups, and community organizations, as well as advisory frameworks.
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Course Syllabus

Week 1: Make a Difference in Your Community: “Community Making”
® Introducing the origins, development, and implementation of community making in Hong
Kong under various contexts, including “place making” and “community making” concepts.

Week 2: Current Ecology of Community Making in Hong Kong

B Introducing the current situation and ecology of community making in Hong Kong. Learn
about the impact of government restructuring regional cultural and recreational community
making projects in context of the “improving governance at the district level”.

Week 3: Intervention of history, culture and art in the community

B [earn about the differences between community making and community work. Introducing key
aspects of "Asset based Community Development", concerned with how to link micro-assets to
the macro-environment, to achieve sustainable community-driven development.

Week 4: Symbolic Interactionism and Collective Identity

B Introducing the weaving of community relationship networks through community making, and
how shared identities, values, and goals emerge through social interaction and collective action
within a community.

Tutorial Case Study:
< Art invention / Socially engaged Art in the community
o MER.EE: (RFTRE FCRTTPURTS: HREK [RERME]) (F
B HNEE, 2000
< Introduces how “Community Newspaper” has emerged recently, and how it focuses on
humanities aspects, becoming a community platform to organize cultural activities.

Week 5: Practical Scenarios of Co-creation, Social Innovation
B Introducing the concept of social innovation, in which breaking through the division of labor
between professions and sectors, encouraging multi-stakeholder cross-sectoral collaboration.

Tutorial Case Study:

% Social Lab / Innovation lab run with government agencies and citizens to design services
and policies for a better public life, through community participation, design thinking and
co-creative experiments.

% Revitalization project, how business activates community sustainability?

Week 6*: Field Study: “Community Living Room” or “Innovation Hubs” (*TBC)

B Knowing the pilot programme - Community Living Room (CLR). Interact with subdivided
house families to understand their views on CLR and the communities they belong to.

B To explore social innovation's role in community making, focusing on how it introduces new
methodologies to balance social value with economic viability (e.g., “social enterprise” models) and
encourages multi-disciplinary collaboration. Students will apply these practical strategies to reveal a
community's diverse spaces and cultural landscapes, broaden the collective imagination, and exercise
the art of “empowerment” and “negotiation” at the community level.

Tutorial Case Study:
< Introducing CLR run by a private enterprise, and how they use local culture and art as
media, and respond to the emerging cultural phenomenon among the young generation in
the community by planning different art and experiential activities.
o RS BOER. REAEIE. BETAE:  (CEMEE. RERTHEAEERD) R
ENR3CT, 2016)

¢ Introducing the community art developmental project, which make use of community
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creation to exploit community resources and promotes creative community projects,
enhance community participation, renovate public spaces, and allow residents to discover
the experience of co-creation, reconstructing different aspects of life experience in the local
neighbourhood.

Week 7: Chinese New Year (No Class)

Week 8: Social Connection and Cultural Diversity in East Asia (1)

B Review valuable experience from Japan and Taiwan, knowing the complexity of different
social structures and cultures. Introducing the concept of community imagination and regional
revitalization.

Tutorial Case Study:
s Experience of Tokyo non-profit organization (NPO), using historic buildings and private
spaces in community making.
¢ Experience of Taiwan in rural communities making, young people using culture and art as
a medium to interact with different ethnic groups and communities in the district.

Week 9: Reading Week (No Class)

Week 10: Social Connection and Cultural Diversity in East Asia (2)

B Review valuable experience from Mainland China, knowing how community making is
localized and developed. Exploring how the theory and practice of community
self-organization is combined with governance theory.

B Building upon the concept of “the right to the city” (Week 8), this week explores how
governance theory shapes the localization of community self-organization.

Tutorial Case Study:
% Experience of Shanghai, creating a 15-minute life circle where everyone can participate.
Introduce how art and culture are used to connect residents within the community.

¢ Experience of Wuhan, community making experiment in youth rental community.
Introducing local community making team's planning of public art and cultural projects
such as “Community Micro-Garden” and “Community Shared Living Room” to broaden
grassroots youth's imagination of community life and rebuild social capital.

Week 11*: Field Study: “Transitional Housing” or “Light Public Housing” (*TBC)

B  Knowing the pilot programme - Transitional Housing / “Light Public Housing”. Through this
field study, we will explore the challenges and possibilities of community making within
temporary housing premises. Can social capital be intentionally built in such transient spaces?

Tutorial Case Study
% Introducing how the concept of co-living promotes community engagement and Tong Lau
culture.
% Introducing the social housing platform, which combines the roles of social workers and
real estate agents to find "good owners" for subdivided housing users.

Week 12: Rethinking Community Making

B Explore the divergent meanings and practices of “community making” across Mainland China,
Hong Kong, and Taiwan.

B Analyze how, despite sharing the same Chinese term (#1:[% % i), the concept is translated and
understood differently in English, reflecting distinct underlying connotations and socio-political
contexts.

B Engage in a theoretical dialogue to discuss the potential future trajectories for community
making within Hong Kong's current situation.
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Week 13*: Guest Lecture and Conclusion (*TBC)

B [nvite a senior practitioner from the field of community making to share firsthand experiences
and insights on how community-based initiatives can reshape community culture, influence
community planning, enrich humanistic landscapes, and rebuild neighborhood relationships.

B Provide an opportunity for students to engage in an in-depth dialogue with the guest speaker,
asking questions about the practical operations, challenges, and opportunities in the field of
community making.

B Summarize the core concepts and theories covered throughout the semester and provide final
consultation and guidance for the "Creative Community Making Project" (Group Presentation).

Week 14 (and 15): Group Presentation
B The group presentation of this course is a creative project where students will form small teams
to design a practical community making initiative. Drawing on the theories, case studies, and
methodologies discussed throughout the course, each group will propose a project that could be
implemented in a real-world community. The goal is to demonstrate an understanding of]
community dynamics, stakeholder collaboration, and the role of public humanities in fostering
social connection and empowerment.
% Students can select topic from the provided list or propose their own for the presentation:
1. Cultural & historical revitalization: to connect different groups within a community by
activating local history, arts, or cultural assets.
2. Needs-Based Empowerment Project: to design a collaborative project that addresses the
specific needs of a particular community group and empowers them through participation.
3. Media & Narrative Intervention : to use media, literature, or narrative to explore a
community issue and propose a collaborative project that addresses it.

X/

Individual final paper (Approx. 2000 words in English)

B The purpose of this term paper is to critically assess your understanding and mastery of the key
concepts, theories, and practices of community making discussed in this course. You are
expected to conduct an original, in-depth exploration of a topic of your own choosing, which
may relate to a specific community making case study, a theoretical debate, or a comparative
analysis of different approaches. Your paper should demonstrate critical thinking, rigorous
analysis, and a strong engagement with the course readings and themes.

Learning outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Equips with a multifaceted understanding of community development and civic engagement
from a public humanities perspective.

2. Contextualize community making practices within broader sociocultural, historical, and policy

landscapes.

Critically analyze the complex ecology of community making.

4. Distinguish community making from traditional approaches, and apply asset-based,
participatory frameworks to foster sustainable, community-driven development.

5. Leverage theoretical perspectives to explain the relational dynamics and meaning-making
processes shaping community life.

6. Conduct comparative analyses of community making practices across East Asian regions,
extrapolating transferable insights for localized application.

ed

Assessment methods

Assessment method Weighting (%)
Participation 30%
Presentation 30%
Term Paper 40%
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Required readings

Week 1:

Bourdieu, P. (2011). The forms of capital.(1986). Cultural theory: An anthology, 1(81-93), 949.

Florence, C., Stephanie K. (2024). The Community Makers' Guide. Social Ventures Hong Kong.

Week 2:

Thomas, D. N. (1983). The Making of Community Work. George Allen and Unwin.

Week 3:

Anderson, B. (2020). Imagined communities: Reflections on the origin and spread of nationalism.
In The new social theory reader (pp. 282-288). Routledge.

Week 4:

Hall, S. (1997). The work of representation. In S. Hall (Ed.), Representation: Cultural
representations and signifying practices (pp. 13—74). Sage.

Goffman, E. (1959). Introduction. In The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (pp. 1-16). Anchor
Books.

e BH: (BFFRES —FCRYuHs: &BREN [FRERMEE] Y  GBEB: BNESE, 2024

Week S:

Rachel Y. (2018). Social Lab. Make A Difference Institute Limited.

Week 6:

Hall, S. (1990). Cultural identity and diaspora. In J. Rutherford (Ed.), Identity: Community, culture,
difference (pp. 222-237). Lawrence & Wishart.

WY, sk, REIE. RETME:  (EEEE. UERTHEAEER)  (Fi: BRXT, 20160
Week 8:

Harvey, D. (2008). The Right to the City. New Left Review, 53, 23-40.

Week 10:

Foucault, M. (1991). Governmentality. In G. Burchell, C. Gordon, & P. Miller (Eds.), The Foucault
effect: Studies in governmentality (pp. 87—104). Harvester Wheatsheaf.

Week 11:

Chan, S.-M., Wong, H., Tang, Y.-K., & Li, S.-N. (2023). Social Impact Assessment of Transitional
Social Housing and Service Interventions for Low-Income Families: The Case of Hong Kong.
Sustainability, 15(15), 12061. (Focus on Abstract, Introduction, Results [ Tables 2-4], and
Discussion sections).

ARTE CMRERAERE) = (REIEZIAR: Rt B alE gk ) (G A7 AT E =, 2023)

Week 12:

MM, BYEH. (GEEZIEME . WFEERZEHR])  (Theory and Practice of Community Revitalization in China)
H 1-3,38-43,  (dbat: @ RMESCRRH AR, 2021)
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FE) - H 241265 - (&1L« &t gizessit, 2005 -
Btk (dpEEE HEEGE ,  C COBIrEsE) o 2015F 7 14 H) -

Recommended reading list/references

Ansell, C., & Gash, A. (2008). Collaborative governance in theory and practice. Journal of public
administration research and theory, 18(4), 543-571.

Botsman, R., & Rogers, R. (2010). What's mine is yours: The rise of collaborative consumption.
Harper Business.

Granovetter, M. (1985). Economic action and social structure: The problem of embedness.
American Journal of Sociology,91(3):481-510.

Meltzer, G. (2005). Sustainable community: Learning from the cohousing model. Trafford
Publishing.

Putnam, R. D. (2000). Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of American community (Ch.21).

Simon & Schuster.
VIR SRR (BIGEIRE) «  CRRURSRAGE: REMHILBERE) (88 SRR, 20200
BBIE: (BEfEgE. Fihe. Hoc. oA (b &2l 2013)
st GiPam--Ahl Bkl TAF. —Eda TEEMME) , R e TR PO P RSOR (266-275 HD
(et B E R d A, 2006)

Grade Descriptor

A
Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A-
Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B

Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning
outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall
substantial performance.

C
Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few weaknesses.

D
Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.

F
Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet specified
assessment requirements.



