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This is how the story 
started……

……with questions that I don’t 
quite understand

Cat photo - http://www.cutestpaw.com/images/computers-are-so-boring/



• My Inbox before the Project Presentation……



My course
• Lecture + Tutorial + Project presentation
• Assessments: Mid-term, Final exam, Project Presentation

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology



Problems & Questions

• Low login rate to Blackboard
– Despite comprehensive information available 

(course information, reference list, lecture notes, revision exercises, 
courseware, publisher’s resources, timely announcement)

– Lecture notes + revision exercises (the biggest incentive to login)

• Assessments: mid-term, final exam, project presentation
– Students (not) enjoy having Project Presentation ???
– Do they find the marks meaningful?

Class representatives did 
the photocopying job…

Not until the last moment 
after they have revised all 

the lecture materials 

Were students loaded 
with different sorts of 

“group work”?



How can I engage the students in the 
presentation, and make them appreciate the 
efforts of their groupmates + classmates?

Can I make full use of the 
CU eLearning System (Blackboard)

to streamline my work?

Making the whole presentation 
format more engaging and 

interesting

Making them realize
their contribution 

matters
Letting the students know 

we do recognize the 
free-riders



Group Wikis –
fostering group interactions

Picture - http://www.lumaxart.com/



From group enrollment & topic assignment……



……to Group Page and Wikis

No PowerPoint draft anymore!



Feedback and idea exchange……



Transforming the “Test” function 
of Blackboard to a 
peer assessment platform

Streamlining logistics + increasing
engagement (sense of belongings)……



Peer Assessment criteria agreed by students

Picture – http://Agile101.net



Workflow of teachers

• Preparing questions (jumbled-sentence type)

• Uploading questions to Blackboard as a “Test”

• Downloading results as raw data

JUMBLED_SENTENCE (Tab) question (Tab) choice1 
(Tab) choice2 (Tab) choice3……



The mark capturing interface
Marks were given in 

the scale of 1-10



An estimation of mark input effort……
Consider a class of 56 students, divided to 2 groups
Four assessment criteria per student
Each student gave marks to (28 - 1) students

No. of mark item to be processed 

= 56 x

= 6048
4 x (28 - 1)

Picture recited from - http://forbesoste.com/tag/collaboration/



Were marks given leniently???

Full Mark 10 10

Presentation No Total (Teacher) Peer Assessment

B2 7.33 7.72

A9 8.27 8.11

A4 7.87 7.79

B1 8.30 8.05

B8 7.93 7.66

A3 8.63 8.32

B3 7.90 7.84

A3 8.87 8.39

B4 8.43 8.02

A5 8.47 7.88

B8 8.30 8.02

A7 7.23 7.86

B6 7.90 7.92

B5 7.73 7.31

B6 7.97 8.05

B8 8.10 8.05

B5 7.70 7.78

A6 8.13 7.75

B7 7.00 7.52

A4 7.90 7.61

B3 7.83 7.55



How did the students feel about Wikis 
and Peer Assessment?

Brayden and Erica (Pharmacy Year 2, new curriculum)



The voices from students…

Positive feedback 

Peer assessment using Blackboard is very easy 
to use, I would suggest using this method for 
other peer assessment.

I think Wikis is an useful communication bridge 
between teacher and students. Thank you for 
spending time to read our long paragraphs and 
giving a lot of constructive comments. The peer 
assessment is convenient to use.

Peer assessment is good as it can 
reflect some other comments 
apart from professor's aspect.

Wikis: convenient to exchange file with 
groupmates. 
Peer assessment: good to include classmates 
opinion, not just the judgment of teachers. 
The advice will be more general.

Wikis: It's convenient and very 
effective for us to exchange our 
opinions among the groupmates. 

Peer assessment can increase 
student involvement!



The voices from students…

Negative feedback 

The idea is good. Blackboard wiki allows 
more communication between students 
and teachers. Teachers' comments are 
good. But we are not familiar with the 
platform. 

Quite difficult to use wikis. FB is 
more convenient somehow, but 
good to have teacher's comment.

Wikis is not as convenient and user-friendly 
as Facebook. I didn't really use that.
Peer assessment can be a bit unfair and the 
result can be affected by many factors.

Using wiki is quite clumsy to me as 
our group would like to use google 
drive as it can provide real time 
collaboration.

Peer Assessment: Fair. Hard to give 
marks to students who do not 
answer the questions. 10 mark scale 
is too wide to give. 



Our current experience……
• Wikis

– Generally accepted by students
– Allowed for idea exchange between students, and posting of timely 

feedbacks by the teacher
– Competition with other easily assessable platforms: 

Facebook, Dropbox , Google Drive
– More training and instructions may be required + marks incentive (?)

• Peer assessment
– Increased student involvement (group involvement + as audiences)
– Convenient vs. Fairness: 

students tended to give fair marks to classmates
(more explanation + students’ involvement in setting up the criteria)

– Greatly streamlined the marks processing step for the teacher and 
course supporting staff

– Modification of the interface to make it more user friendly
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Thank you
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