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Introduce students to the diversity of African arts and cultures 
Creating a dialogue between differences through creative expres-
sions and everyday practices, specifically through art, music, 
dance, and food – as embodied ways to experience and under-
stand cultural differences
Facilitating intercultural learning through students’ participation 
as active learners, instructors, and performers.

This project sought to use African arts to connect academia and the larger Hong Kong com-
munity by fostering greater intercultural communication and community-building. Through 
a semester of seminars taught by instructors from multiple departments (Anthropology, 
Communication and Journalism, Psychology, Geography, and African Studies), students 

were able to acquire a range of perspectives pertaining to African arts and cultures within 
the classroom. The students then took this knowledge in their daily application outside of 
the classroom, including outreach sessions with secondary school students and public per-

formances throughout Hong Kong. The embodied practice of dancing and drumming 
shared between the African instructors and students capture the possibility of community 

art as a medium of knowledge transfer. 
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LEARNING STRATEGIES

DELIVERABLES

STUDENTS’ REFLECTION

1. University course (Fall 2017)

2. Outreach Programmes
Cross-campus and multidisciplinary university course attracted 29 stu-
dents in total from CUHK’s Anthropology, Journalism and Communica-
tion Program and HKU’s African Studies program. Throughout the se-
mester, lecturers from Anthropology, Journalism & Communication, 
Geography & Resource Management, Psychology, HKU’s African Stud-
ies Program taught classes on African music, cross cultural psychology, 
colonial African history and contemporary Africa.

Additional course components:

- African dance and drums workshop taught by instructors from Cam-
eroon, Rwanda, Uganda, Ghana, Togo, and Colombia.

- Guest Lecture by South African graffiti artist Dfeat Once

- Guest Lecture by West African artist based in Paris, Mr. Yao Metsoko

- African hairbraiding workshop & demonstration

(A)  Chungking Mansions fieldtrip 

(C)  Performances

(D) 17 Dec: Africa in Hong Kong Fair in Yuen Long

Led by Prof. Gordon Mathews and two African friends, students were separat-
ed into 3 groups to tour and dine at different parts of Chungking Mansions. 

(B)  Workshops at SKH Bishop Baker Secondary School
Each student required to attend 3 hours of outreach at SKH Bishop Baker Secondary 
School. During the outreach, university students helped translate and co-instruct second-
ary school students. 29 secondary students joined in total. 6 outreach sessions of 1.5 hours 
were arranged in total.

7 exhibition booths showcasing university students’ independent research 
on 10 banners: African language, African hair, African masks, Africans in 
Hong Kong, African religion (Islam & Christianity), Africa’s (colonial) geog-
raphy, graffiti, and African food.
1Interactive Activities with Public facilitated by Students
- Game booths (Geography game of colonial Africa, Language trivia, etc.)
- Graffiti demonstration
- Hairbraiding
- Mask painting 
- Dancing and drumming with students and instructors
- Live music performance
Engaged approximately 400 attendees

5 Nov: LCSD World Culture’s Festival in Tsim Sha Tsui
11 Nov: Freespace Happening at West Kowloon Cultural Disctrict

- 10 student-produced banners on African colo-
nial map, religions, food, masks, hair, graffiti, Af-
ricans in HK, and the problems of secondhand 
clothes donation.

- Educational booklet for secondary school stu-
dents

- Alternative working model for education 
through community/public art and cultural ex-
change based on points raised in this final 
report for future improvements

- Facebook page documenting photographs 
and student responses from Fall 2017

- Full and Short length documentary video of 
project:

“[A]s we cruised through the course and become acquainted with fellow participants including the African instructors, I began to 
realize that this programme was not so much about investigating or criticizing the current situations in Africa but learning how to 
set aside our academic complacency, for instance leaning on old theories and methodology, and engage in a broader, more en-
compassing and integrative conversation with those outside the classroom so as to create a common ground of anthropological 
experience where identities can be re-negotiated and differences overcome.”  

 “I really hope that the carnival can sow the seeds of genuine curiosity and openness into people’s heart so that they are more re-
ceptive to cultural differences and respectful of the diversity in the world. Misunderstanding and disrespect are always the 
sources of conflicts, but if we can keep an open mind to differences and understand the world from other people’s perspective, 
a lot of conflicts could be avoided.” 

• “The whole learning experience in the course has changed my perception of how learning in university could be. The course has 
given us a chance of connecting with people that we can never meet within our own social circles. The whole learning experi-
ence with extra connection and satisfaction gained is beyond my expectation.” FULL VER (10mins)SHORT VER (2mins)


