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Prof. Ricardo Miledi is a Distinguished Professor of Neurobiology and Behavior at UC Irvine and also 

Investigador Extraordinario at the Instituto de Neurobiologia, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico. 

Prof. Miledi's research focuses on synaptic physiology and molecular neurobiology and neurotransmitter 

receptor function. Prof. Miledi was born in Mexico City in 1927 and was educated in Mexico. He received 

his medical degree from the Autonomous National University of Mexico. He held a fellowship at the 

Marine Biological Laboratories in Woods Hole, Mass. and was a Rockefeller Foundation Fellow at the 

John Curtin School of Medical Research in Canberra, Australia. From 1958 until becoming a distinguished 

professor at UCI in 1985, he was a faculty member at University College London, where he headed the 

department of biophysics. The only Mexican-born scientist to be a member of Great Britain's Royal 

Society and in 1999 was awarded the society’s Royal Medal in recognition of his discoveries in the 

cellular physiology of the nervous system. He is a recipient of the King Faisal Foundation International 

Prize for Science and is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of 

Arts and Sciences and the Mexican Academy of Medicine as well as the Mexican Academy of Science. He 

also is a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

 

 


