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Abstract

‘Regime type" is distinct from "state capacity." Democratic states do not have to
be weak and authoritarian states are not necessarily strong. This paper first tries
to draw a distinction between the two concepts. Based on the distinction, it argues
that a weak state, even a democratic one, is not desirable, particularly in large
developing countries like China. It further argues that, contrary to what many
believe, the transition to democracy would more likely be peaceful and smooth if
a strong state were in place, so that it would be able to help steer the transition
‘and define the boundaries of the new democratic system. The weakening of the
state capacity in China thus should not be read as a good sign. Rather than
bringing about Swedenization, as most of us have hoped, it may, at best, lead to
the creation of a stable but weak democracy, or Indianization. At worse, the
collapse of the central authority may even lead to the disintegration of the nation,
or economic Africanization plus political Lebanonization. The third possibility is
Latin Americanization, namely, the alternation of authoritarian rule and democracy
accompanied by an enormous gap between the haves and have-nots. Thus, our goal
should be to democratize the regime, not to weaken the capacity of the state. In
other words, the state capacity should be strengthened, but not by the "old" or
‘new" authoritarian method; and the regime should be democratized, but not by -
weakening of the state capacity.
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BEFREABNAL, BEHLT —HRHKAMER, DEBRT “BH
X" (regime type) 3 “BIFK# D~ (state capacity) o 7 HBREE & Bl &
MERBREHERRIMINGESE, AMNEENSEVTEBRER L, HERE
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BUEE, ME HEMRR. L HEMBRY &8 (iscal sociology) 9
RKYERAKRESH, RARLBEAM(Joseph Schumpeter, “The Crisis of
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