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In 1978 before China’s Open Door Policy, Shenzhen was just a rural border town.
Today, it has become °‘China’s Silicon Valley’, a mega city of over 13 million
population. Spatial planning has played a very important role not only in the socio-
economic cum spatial restructuring of the city, facilitating the integration of the
Special Economic Zone with its surrounding rural counties, it has also ‘directed’ the
city’s sustainability turn since the early 2000s. In recent years, spatial planning has
continued to help promote smart city development in Shenzhen, including its own
efforts to develop a smart spatial planning system. The speaker and discussants
will discuss and evaluate the city’s achievements and challenges in smart
sustainable development, as well as their implications on planning and development
in the Hong Kong SAR.
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