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The distinctions | am making
among three different kinds of
culture— postfigurative, in which
children learn primarily from their
forebears, cofigurative, in which both
children and adults learn from their
peers, and prefigurative, in which adults
learn also from their children—are a
reflection of the period in which we live.
Primitive societies and small religious
and ideological enclaves are primarily
postfigurative, deriving authority from
the past. Great civilisations, which
necessarily have devel oped techniquesfor
incorporating change, characteristically
make use of some form of cofigurative
learning from peers, playmates, fellow
students, and fellow apprentices. We
are now entering a period, new in
history, in which the young are taking
on new authority in their prefigurative
apprehension of the till unknown future.
(H 31)
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A postfigurative culture is one in
which change is so slow and imper-
ceptible that grandparents, holding
newborn grandchildren in their arms,
cannot conceive of any other future for
the children than their own past lives.
The past of the adults is the future of
each new generation ; their lives provide

the ground plan. The children’s future

is shaped in such a way that what has
come after childhood for their forbears
is what they, too, will experience after

they are grown. (' 31)
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Today, suddenly, because all the
peoples of the world are part of one
electronically based, intercommunicating
network, young people everywhere share
a kind of experience that none of the
elders ever have had or will have. Con-
versely, the older generation will never
see repeated in the lives of young people
their own unprecedented experience of
sequentially emerging change. This break
between generations is wholly new: it is

planetary and universal. (E 89)
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men have gone away to work for

adolescents and young

Europeans for more than fifty
years. (H 72)
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2. 0 & 3 : Itisthe question that we do
not know. (E 116)
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3.0 & 3 : The way in which children

il 2

learn languages from their elders
defines how as adults, they them-
selves will be able to learn new
languages. ( E 44)
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1. © /& X : Their postfigurative indoc-
trination already contained the
possibility of complete transfer to
another society. (H 43)
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2.0 /7 : But the prototype post-
figurative culture is the isolated
primitive culture ... (1 49)
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. In both cases a new element

.. children are also the
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1. © /% X : We find the suicide of the
fortunate and the gifted, the
individual who feels no abiding
and unquestioning tie with any
social form. (& 10)
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2.0 & 3 : Behavior is no longer so
firmly associated with birthright
membership in the society that it
appears to be essentially inherited,
rather than learned. ( E 61)
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3. © /& 3L : Each such adaptive shift
carries with it possibilities of
change and a reduction of the
depth characteristic of post-
figurative cultures. (& 78)
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postfigurative culture—the reversal in

an individual’ s relationship to his child
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