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The Sentence-final Particles Na and Ne

in the Early Hakka Documents and Modern Meixian Hakka

Abstract

Qiuling Deng

Sun Yat-sen University

Comparing Mandarin with Meixian Hakka, the sentence-final particle ne in the latter varies in

form, including na’', ne’ and ne /. According to the Hakka documents in the early 20th century,

na and ne separately apply to different types of sentences. In Modern Meixian dialect, however,

both could occur in statements, questions, commands and exclamations. Compared with Mandarin,

differences are clearly observed in Modern Meixian dialect, such as: not widely used as a topic

maker; rarely found in alternative questions; not expressing continuity; commonly applied to

sentences expressing a command; not frequently used in natural speaking. The primary function of

na and ne is to imply the speaker’s intention and convey his expectations to the listener.
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ne, na, Meixian dialect, sentence-final particle
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