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On the Distinction and Merger of Tense and Aspect Words
“Ga” and “Li” in Shaoyang Dialect in Xiang District

Wenhan He and Xiaolei Fan

Peking University

Abstract

In Shaoyang dialect, there are two tense and aspect words “ga”and “li” whose functions
correspond to “le,” after the verb in Mandarin Chinese. On the one hand, these two words have
some differences in use. “Ga” can collocate with activity VPs in irrealis subordinate clauses
functioning as a completive marker, where one cannot use “li”. “V li O” expressing isolated events
in the past can be taken as full sentences. “Ga” is hardly used like this. On the other hand, the
function of “ga” and “li” could be merged. These two words merge in typical irrealis subordinate
clauses, when collocating with state, achievement and nonincremental telic VPs. These two words
merge in realis context when collocating with activity and overt telic VPs. However, ‘ga’ and ‘1i’

result in different meaning for their predicate, when collocating with covert telic VP.
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