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Lo”, N¢’’ and Li” in Chao’an Dialect

Shuling Ke

Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Mandarin uses ne both in declarative sentences and interrogative sentences, while the Chao’an
dialect uses lo”, li* and ne”’ as its counterpart, with distinct forms and functions. Ne?' is used to
ask questions. The function of /o™’ is to indicate that a situation is continuing or to alert the listener
to an unexpected amount of information. Li” functions as a topic marker, indicating the focus of
the topic. Compared with Mandarin, lo”’, ne’’, and Ii”’ correspond to nel and ne3, ne2, and ne4,
respectively. It can be seen that ne/ and ne3 in Mandarin are closely related, but ne2 and ne4, are
far related to nel and ne3.
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