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The Mood Particle “to”” in Chaoyang Min Dialect:

In Comparison with the “Ne” in Mandarin Chinese

Yang Xiao

Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Abstract

The mood particle “to”” in Chaoyang Min dialect assumes two major functions: 1) To accentuate
and emphasize the continuity of the situation denoted by the sentences. 2) To mark the pragmatic
process of “metalinguistic addition”, i.e. the process of claiming a more informative proposition
or supplementing information, in contrast to some weak proposition, so as to cancel the upper-
bounding Q-inference (Horn 1984). The two functions may occur simultaneously in a single token
of “to””. In comparison, the “ne” in Mandarin Chinese, though having the function of accentuating
continuity as well, pertains more to argumentativity strength rather than informativeness. The
variance may stem from their different relation with the adverb “hai” during the course of

development of the two particles.

Keywords

Chaoyang Min dialect, mood particle, Mandarin “ne”, continuous, metalinguistic addition
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