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[tsu’’] and Related Sentence-final Particles of Haifeng Dialect

Abstract

in Eastern Guangdong

Fengling Xu

Sun Yat-sen University

Compared with sentence-final particle ne ( If§ ) in Mandarin, [tsu®] in Haifeng dialect in eastern
p p g

Guangdong has a small range of usage, mainly at the end of the declarative sentence, with two

usages of state and modality. There are also a combined-syllable word [tsua™] and two throat plug

tail words [tsu?’] and [tsua?’] in Haifeng dialect. Although they are similar to [tsu’’] in phonetic

form, their syntactic functions are different. [tsua™] can also express exclamation, while [tsu?’] and

[tsua?’] are used for rhetorical questions and anti-expectation questions respectively. This paper

describes and analyzes the functions and differences of [tsu™] and its related sentence-final particles.

Keywords

Haifeng dialect, sentence-final particle, ne, continuity of events
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