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Stylistic Vacancy and Lexical Replacement:

A Case Study on Personal Nouns in Hong Kong Cantonese

Yuen Sau Chan

Hong Kong Baptist University

Abstract

Within the theorical framework of Stylistic-Register Grammar, this paper aims to prove that
synonyms are generated by the need to fill up stylistic vacancies. Taking personal nouns in Hong
Kong Cantonese as examples, the paper discusses and analyses three situations between synonyms
and their corresponding stylistic lexemes in order to support the views that lexis is endowed with
stylistic nature and lexical replacement is driven by stylistic motivations: (1) no stylistic vacancy,
no motivation for generating new synonyms; (2) newly invented synonyms are difficult to prevail
with mixed stylistic intuitions; (3) stylistic vacancies lead to the birth of new synonyms.

Keywords

synonym, stylistic lexis, stylistic vacancy, Stylistic-Register Grammar
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