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Four Usages of “Guo” in Guangzhou Dialect as Aspect Marker

Yankai Huang and Heyou Zhang

Beijing Normal University

Abstract

There are four usages of “guo” in Guangzhou dialect as aspect markers. Among them, “guo,”
indicating that the action is completed, “guo,” indicating that the action has been experienced,
and “guo,” indicating that the action is about to take place, can all be analyzed as experiential
aspect. “Guo,” indicates that the action is repeated, which can be called iterative aspect. There
are also two usages of “guo,”. One means to amend the unsatisfying results of the action, and the
other means to obtain the satisfying results of the action again. These two usages of “guo,” have
asymmetries in frequency, range and collocation with predicates. Based on the diachronic use of
“guo” in Cantonese and Mandarin Chinese, the grammaticalization path of “guo” from an action

verb to these four aspect markers can be constructed.
Keywords

Guangzhou dialect, “guo”, experiential aspect, iterative aspect, grammaticalization
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