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The Origin of the Quantifier Kuan X and Its Special Use
in Hong Kong’s Public Service Field

Wen Ren

Shaanxi Normal University

Abstract

Based on a historical analysis, this article argues that the quantifier kuan X is derived from the
two nominal meanings of the word kuan: tiaokuan 15&FKX ‘clause’ and kuanshi Xz ‘style’. Hong
Kong Chinese, particularly in the public service field, shows some implicit differences in the
usage of the quantifier kuan compared to general Chinese. This is attributed to the fact that in
the former, the quantifier kuan tends to inherit the ‘new style’ meaning of kuanshi from earlier
Mandarin, while in the latter it tends to retain the meaning of ‘variety’. By tracing the evolution
of the quantifier kuan through this whole chain, this study provides linguistic evidence on how the

Chinese language has evolved over the past century and offers insights for further research.
Keywords

quantifier kuan X, grammaticalization motivation, special use in Hong Kong’s public service

field, linguistic evidence
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