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Semantic Features and Subjective Intention Expression of
Real Ruguo Sentences: With a Discussion on the Relation

between the Real and False Ruguo Sentences

Zengwen Song

Zhejiang Gongshang University

Abstract

This article takes the ruguo A, (jiu/name) B” construction as an example to discuss the real
conditional sentences in Chinese. Based on the nature of the condition, real ruguo sentences can
be classified as factual or realis conditionals. Alternatively, they can be divided into three types
according to the truth value of the result clause: objective real, objective false, or objective true
or false. Real ruguo sentences are characterized by strong logical deduction based on sufficient
conditions, condition of diminished significance due to subjective compromise, and concession
under atypical conditions. Pragmatically, real conditionals express the speaker’s position of
affirmation, persuasion, or negation through the interaction between objective reason and

subjective intention.
Keywords

real ruguo sentences, semantic feature, subjective intention expression, subjective

counterfactual sentences
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