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Discourse Tokenization and Functional Evolution of
Huanyanzhi (Y45 2)

From the Perspective of Language Contact

Guitan Xue

Jinan University

Abstract

The decade at the turn of the 19th and 20th century was the peak period of Sino-Japanese cultural
exchange in modern times. Japanese translation far exceeded western translation. A large number
of Japanese newords entered Chinese with a rapid momentum, which brought a huge impact on
the Chinese vocabulary and grammar system. This paper takes huanyanzhi (#1752 ) as an example
to investigate the relationship between language contact and language evolution between Chinese
and Japanese. Huanyanzhi (45,2 ) is an important linking form of concatenation before and
after concatenation in modern Chinese explanatory complex sentences, and is a discourse marker
frequently used in modern Chinese written language. This expression looks like old Chinese,
but there are no use cases in ancient Chinese. From the perspective of the language contact
between Chinese and Japanese in modern times, this paper investigates the modern newspapers
and publications translated from Japanese at the turn of the 19th and 20th century, with a large
number of language examples in Japanese and Chinese translated texts. This paper empirically
examines the Japanese factors in the process of discourse tokenization and functional evolution
of expressions such as huanyanzhi (45 .2 ), in order to demonstrate the relationship between
language contact and language evolution embodied in translation, and extends the scope of the
study of Sino-Japanese language communication from the field of vocabulary to the level of

grammatical structure and pragmatic expression.

Keywords

discourse markers, huanyanzhi (#2552 ), translation, language contact, modern neologisms
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