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An Etymological Study on “Dam” in Min Dialects and
Shangli Wu Dialects: Analysis of the Relationship of « [ ,
Wi/ 38, 3, 3, 3% ” in Ancient Chinese Literature

Nanyi Zeng' and Wentao Huang"

Sun Yat-sen University', Shanghai Normal University"

Abstract

The paper points out the etymology of “dam” in Min dialects could be reconstructed as *-pioi-A~-pioi-C
in Proto-Min is “ [ ”, and analyzes the correspondence of the sound form of “dam” between Min,
Hakka, and Wu dialects. Among them, *-pioi-A distributes in Central Min ( [ /#1 /5 5F ), Shaojiang
Min ( A /55 ), and Hakka dialects. *-pioi-C developed into *poi-C in the Coastal Min dialects ( %
1FREEE ), *pei-B/C in Shangli Wu dialects ( |- & 5228 ), and *pioi-C in Early Northern Zhejiang
Wu dialect ( F-HAWTIEEEEE ). The confusion in the phonetic forms of “dam” in Northern Min dialects
(" 77 ) might be the result of the influence of Coastal Min dialects on Inland Min dialects ( Az
435 ). In addition, the written forms of “dam”, such as *“ [ >, « fff; / $ >, < 35 >, « #{ ”, and “ F >, in
ancient Chinese literature are related to the practical pronunciation of dialects and two sound changes
recorded in rhyme books during the Tang and Song dynasties — the conversion of “zhi ( 37 )” rhymes
into “jia ( ££ )” rhymes ( Sz# AfF ) and “jia ( ££ )” rhymes into “ma ( Jiif ) rhymes ( =52 At ).
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Min dialects, Wu dialects, dam, bei ( [ )
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