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Study of the Subjective Diminutive Construction of the Adjective
Phrase “Zheme/Name AA” in Wutai Cluster in Jin Dialect

Jinxiu Zhao

Shandong University

Abstract

The adjective phrase constructions in Wutai cluster in Jin dialect have different forms, including
“zheme/name AA (GEJE | HETE AA)”, “zheme/name AA er (GEJE /| ABE AA K )7, and “zheme
me er/name me er AA er (8 J& & 5. / HS ¥ # i AA 57 )”. These constructions demonstrate
strong subjectivity and convey the meaning of small quantity and low degree, functioning as

diminutives and expressing the speaker’s subjective evaluation, such as dissatisfaction, surprise,
and the disapproval of the insufficiency. When there are two or more forms, the degree of
diminutives varies: the more complex the form, the larger the degree. The formation of these
subjective diminutive constructions results from the combination of context contamination and the
diminutive types which extend from nouns to adjective phrases through lambda-abstraction.
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