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The Multifunction and Semantic Evolution of 7ao

in the Ruijin Dialect of Jiangxi Province

Jiale Chen' and Xiaojin Chen"

Nanjing University', Jinan University"

Abstract

Tao is a multifunctional word used frequently in the Ruijin Hakka dialect in Jiangxi Province.
It fuctions as a verb, a preposition, and a conjunction. As a verb, it can be understood as to beg,
provoke, marry, take, give, command, cause, and allow. As a preposition, it can introduce tools,
materials, ways, or agents in passive sentences. As a conjunction, it is used to express hypothetical
meaning, and is mostly used in counterfactual condition clauses. This paper investigates the multiple
functions of tao in the Ruijin dialect, analyzing its semantic evolution path and comparing it across
dialects. The findings suggest that the passive marker tao in different dialects comes from either the
GIVE verb or the SUFFER verb. Specifically, the passive marker fao in Hakka dialects of southern
Jiangxi province comes from the GIVE verb.

Keywords

Ruijin dialect, zao, multifunctional word, semantic evolution, the passive marker
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