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Stratification and Classification of Zhi, Zhuang, Zhang in

Huangxiao Dialects

Li Guo

Shanghai International Studies University

Abstract

The initial consonants of the ancient Zhi, Zhuang, and Zhang groups in the Huangxiao dialects
of Jianghuai Mandarin can be categorized into four main types: the Yingcheng type, Wuxue
type, Xiaogan type, and Jiujiang type, with the Xiaogan type being the most widespread. In the
Xiaogan dialect, the ancient Zhi, Zhuang, and Zhang initial consonants exhibit different historical
layers in their modern pronunciations. The literary reading layer originates from Nanjing-type
Mandarin, while the colloquial reading layer reflects a distinction between the Zhi-er and Zhang-
san pronunciations, corresponding to the Menggu Ziyun system. Over the past few decades, the
Huangxiao dialects have increasingly been influenced by Mandarin, leading to the emergence of

new literary reading layers for the ancient Zhi, Zhuang, and Zhang initial consonants.
Keywords

Huangxiao dialects, Zhi-Zhuang-Zhang, strata classification
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