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The Causes of Synonymous Tone Polyphony
in Standard Mandarin and Its Implicit Tonal Properties:

A Case Study Based on Materials from Orthoepic Practice

ii, iii

Chengyu Guo' and Di Jiang

Beijing Normal University', Jiangsu Normal University",

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences™

Abstract

This study examines the emergence of synonymous tone polyphony in Standard Mandarin,
using materials from previous orthoepic practices. It explores the reasons behind the formation
of synonymous tone polyphony and elucidate the relevant theories. The research reveals that the
specific causes of synonymous tone polyphony include sound changes of lexical tone (such as
variable tonal categories and pitch values), the inheritance of multiple tonal pronunciations from
Middle Chinese, phonetic changes due to tone sandhi and word formation, as well as the influence
of the radicals which indicate phonetic information. In summary, the fundamental elements of this
phenomenon lie in the “variability” of lexical tones and their correlation to speech communities.
These two elements embody the essential characteristics of tonal changes: lexical tones, as
suprasegmental units in the language system, represent the pitch categorizations agreed upon by

language users within a community.
Keywords

synonymous tone polyphony, Standard Mandarin, orthoepy practice, sound change
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