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Syntactic Features and Subjectivity

of the “Noun-Classifier” Structure in the Zunyi Dialect

Yuhuan Luo

Chengdu University

Abstract

The “Noun-Classifier” (N-CL) structure in the Zunyi dialect requires the noun to be an individual
noun, a colloquial collective noun, a mass noun, a colloquial abstract noun, or a proper noun.
The classifiers used are primarily high-frequently individual classifiers in daily life, such as jian,
zhang, feng, ben, zhi, and ge, along with the collective classifier shuang. All classifiers can be
replaced with the general classifier ge, which lacks a specific counting functionality and carries
a higher degree of subjectivity. The N-CL structure not only conveys definiteness but has also
evolved into a subjective marker, indicating an “augmentative” meaning that highlights the status
of nominal components and their associated events in the discourse.
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Zunyi dialect, noun+classifier structure, definite, subjectivity
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