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Formation Mechanism and Comprehension of the
“Synonymy of High and Low” in the Combination of
Zhekou ‘Discount’ + Gao/Di ‘High/Low’ in Chinese

Xinzheng Wan

Uppsala University in Sweden

Abstract

The phenomenon of “synonymy of high and low” occurs when the Chinese noun zhekou ‘discount’
is combined with the antonymous adjectives gao/di ‘high/low’. This paper analyzes the formation
mechanism of this phenomenon. The study reveals that zhekou has a dual reference in terms of
numerical value, encompassing both “deduction value” and “charged value”. This duality leads
to two types of semantic patterns when combined with gao/di: the “direct statement” and the
“extraction” mode. In the former, there is a seesaw relationship between the subtypes, with the
perspective determining the shift between gao and di; in the latter, the shift between gao and
di is due to empathy with the buyer. The “synonymy of high and low” in this combination is
superficial, with actual differences in semantics or pragmatics. The key to understanding lies in the
perspective taken on the discount event.
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