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The Discrimination Between Shiyul and Shiyu2

Zixuan Xue and Huaixing Dang

Shaanxi Normal University

Abstract

Contemporary academic literature frequently confuses shiyul ‘view’ and shiyu2 “visual threshold’.
From the perspective of etymology, Chinese translators coined a new term shiyu2 based on
the Japanese translation yu for “threshold”, while abandoning the old term shiyul. The lag and
divergence of related standards have ultimately led to the two terms developing into variants in
practice. The article analyzes the usage of shiyul and shiyu2 in journals from Mainland China, Hong
Kong, and Taiwan. The findings show that there is widespread confusion between these two terms
in mainland Chinese literature, but the frequency of shiyul is significantly higher than that of
shiyu2 (when expressing the meaning of view). Therefore, it is suggested that all academic fields

adopt shiyul as the standardized term and discontinue the use of shiyu2.
Keywords

shiyul, shiyu2, etymology, variant word, standardization of words
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