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The Sentence-final Particle [ka?] that Expresses Realis

Existence in Haimen Dialect

Dongxiao Huang

Peking University

Abstract

There is a sentence-final particle [ko?] that expresses realis existence in Haimen dialect. The nature
of the particle differs from the focal marker [ko?] and the modal particle [ko?]. Depending on the

semantic type of the predicate, [ko?] can be divided into three forms: [ka?] ,,, Which expresses the

past>
existence of past events, [ko?],..., Which indicates the existence of static states, and [ko?],,piwa> Which
denotes the existence of habitual events. All three forms are used obligatorily. Notably, [ko?],,piwa can
appear in negative sentences, while [ka?],,, and [ko?],,;. cannot. Functionally, all three forms encode
the “existence” aspect, with [ko?],, also indicating past tense and [ko?],,. conveying an affirmative
tone. The sentence-final particle [ko?] in Haimen dialect demonstrates that the sentence-final particle

ge in Wu dialect has a tense-aspect function.
Keywords

Haimen dialect, sentence-final particles, ge, realis existence
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