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Sentence-final Markers of Affirmation in the Taizhou Wu Dialect:

Take Xianju and Linhai Dialects for Example

Xueyuqing Pan and Xiaoyu Lu

Beijing Normal University

Abstract

At the end of sentences, the Taizhou Wu dialect employs two affirmative markers that are both
derived from the classifier ge. The general affirmative marker takes the weak form of ge and helps to
express a sense of confirmation, while the emphatic affirmative marker is homophonous with ge and
is used to assert that an event or state is inherently the case. The general affirmative marker and the
emphatic affirmative marker evolved through the grammaticalization of ge in headed and headless

structures, respectively, which also reflects a salient distinction between modification and possession.
Keywords

Taizhou dialect, general affirmative marker, emphatic affirmative marker, possession, modification
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