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CURRENT RESEARCH IN CHINESE LINGUISTICS

Sentence-final de in the Changde Dialect:
Its Syntactic Category, Function and Hierarchy

Xiaoqian Pei

Wenzhou University of Technology

Abstract

This paper concentrates on the function, syntactic category, and layer of the sentence-final de in
the left periphery in the Changde dialect. The sentence-final de is analyzed as the head of FocP,
whose specifier can be occupied by a contrastive focus introduced by shi or identified by the stress
it bears. A general hierarchy of the left periphery in the Changde dialect is “S.AspP < de (FocP) <
iForceP < SQP < AttP”.
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